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proudly present their 
Country & Western Festival 


Starring » 


Ayr, Scotland 


BILLIE JO SPEARS MANSON GRANT & THE DYNAMOS 
SIDNEY DEVINE BOB McKINLAY & DIXIE FRIED 
THE KELVIN HENDERSON BAND 
oe GEORGE MOODY 
GERRY FORD 
SPILL THE BEANS CAROLE GORDON & BOB NEWMAN 
MEL HAGUE BAND SCOTS COUNTRY COMFORT 
LOUISIANA HELLRAISERS CAROL & BOBBY SILVER 
STU PAGE & REMUDA T.P. STUBBS 
RUBY RENDALL & CIMARRON | ECHO MOUNTAIN COUNTRY BAND 
HILLSIDERS SPELLBOUND 
THE SHACKBAND BUCKBOARD 
JAN MARK & DAVID LORD & COUNTRY GOLD 
NORMAN RUSSELL COUNTRY DAWN 
MOAT BROTHERS NEBRASKA 
SANDI HART DESPERADO 
THE DUKE BOYS JEANNIE SINCLAIR 
e WHITE LINE FEVER MONTANA 
24/27th SEPT 88 WESTERN RODEO BAND TERRY EDWARDS 
leash O es Le TOMMY TRUESDALE eg Sec en eee 


FESTIVAL TARIFF 


HALF BOARD: (ADULT 15 OR OVER) 


COUNTY SUITES £85 STANDARD £70 ne 
BUDGET £55 ¥ eve a | © 
SELF CATERING: Fr & e F V n j fe re COMPANY WITHIN 


PRICES UP TO 4 PERSONS 

DELUXE CARAVAN £110 

COUNTY SUITES £100 

BUDGET £90 

EXTRA ADULT OR CHILD 

£19 PER WEEK PER PERSON 
OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTS: HALF BOARD 
ALL PRICES EXCLUSIVE OF VAT 


Reservations call 


= FREE (0800) 


TO | 222555. 7 299565. 


WHY NOT BRING A PARTY OF 20 OR MORE AND EVERYONE GETS 5% OFF, 
* WHAT’S MORE, THE ORGANISER COMES FREE. 


_ THE RANK ORGANISA TON 


JUNE 1988 COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP... 


LOUDILLA LORETTA & KAY JOHNSON 


® Gary Morris has agreed to headline the International Fan Club 
Organisation’s show for his return to the concert stage following a 
six-months’ run as Jean Valjean in the Broadway hit, Les 
Miserables. IFCO stages the finale of Fan Fair week at the 
Tennessee State Fair Grounds and is the only event that is not a 
part of the official Fan Fair Registration Package. A separate 
ticket is not a part of the official Fan Fair Registration Package. A 
separate ticket is required (Fan Fair registrations are not 
necessary in order to obtain IFCO tickets.) and is available ($15 
dinner and show or $10 show only) from Box 177, Wild Horse, CO. 
80862 prior to June first. The Friday evening, June 10 blockbuster 
will also feature David Lynn Jones, Tom Wopat, Patty Loveless, 
Canyon, S-K-B, The Forester Sisters, Joe Barnhill, Foster & Lloyd, 
Johnny Rodriguez, Lynn Anderson, Keith Whitley and a few 


surprises. 


@ Fan Fair '88 is scheduled for 
June 6-12 and is considered 
one of the best entertainment 
extravaganzas 

available. More than 17,500 
registrants had paid the $60 fee 
by mid-April. On the schedule 
for this year’s event are The 
Bluegrass Show, followed by 
programs featuring 
International talent. 
Independent Label artists and 
shows presented by by 
Mercury ‘Polygram Records, 
CBS Records, Warner 
Brothers Records, RCA 
Records, Capitol Records, 
16th Avenue Records. MCA 
Records, MTM Records, plus 
The All American Country 
Games at Vanderbilt Stadium, 
the Songwriters Show at the 
Fair Grounds and the Grand 
Masters Fiddling 
Championship at Opryland 
USA. Advance registrations 
should be directed to Fan Fair 
at 2804 Opryland Drive. 
Nashville, TN. 37214. 


@ According to David M. Ross 
(Music Row). after winning 
three Entertainer of the Year 
Awards in a row, Hank 
Williams, Jr. is not about to let 
his live show stagnate. Ole 
Bocephus has modified last 
year’s stage sets to include 
steps instead of ramps and two 
seven foot square banks of 
lights which move and create 
his famous logo. There are 
also two ‘Lightning bolts’ which 
strike periodically with over 2 
million candle power 

zach. Hank’s Wild Streak Tour 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


MONTHLY 
BULLETIN BOARD 


entourage consists of 34 
personel travelling on four 
trailers and two customized 
buses. Williams travels on his 
Private jet. You knew. of 
Course. his Born to Boogie has 
been certified Gold and 
Platinum by RIAA. 


@ Gary Morris has agreed to 
headline the International Fan 
Club Organisation's show for 
his return to the concert stage 
following a six-months’ run as 
Jean Valjean in the Broadway 
hit, Les Miserables. IFCO 
stages the finale of Fan Fair 
week at the Tennessee State 
Fair Grounds and is the only 
event that is not a part of the 
Official Fan Fair Registration 
Package. A separate ticket is 
not a part of the official Fan Fair 
Registration Package. A 
separate ticket is required (Fan 
Fair registrations are not 
necessary in order to obtain 
IFCO tickets.) and is available 
($15 dinner and show or $10 
show only) from Box 177, Wild 
Horse, CO. 80862 prior to June 
first. The Friday evening, June 
10 blockbuster will also feature 
David Lynn Jones, Tom Wopat, 
Patty Loveless, Canyon, S-K- 
B, The Forester Sisters, Joe 
Barnhill, Foster & Lloyd, 
Johnny Rodriguez, Lynn 
Anderson, Keith Whitley anda 
few surprises. 


@ Speaking of Gold Records, 
Ricky Van Shelton’s debut 
Columbia album qualifies for 
that status with over 500,000 
copies shipped. 


ON THE SILVER SCREEN: 


@ Bat21, thenew movie being 
produced by Jerry Reed is 
expected to be released this 
spring. Itstars Gene Hackman 
and Danny Glover and was 
filmed last summer in 
Malaysia. Dolly Parton and 
Sally Field are two of the stars 
signed for Steel Magnolias, a 
film version of Robert Harling’s 
hit stage comedy. Work will 
commence this summer. 


News Brief: Loretta Lynn's 
Who Was That Stranger album 
is due from MCA Records by 
mid-month. The Miner's 
Performing Arts Center and 
School in Collinsville, IL., has 
been dedicated to the Coal 
Miner’s Daughter 

herself. Tom T Hallhas signed 
a three-year pact as 
spokesman for the Justin Boot 
Company. That's Tony Joe 
White singing, talking and 
playing on the McDonalds 
McRib commercial. He also 
just did a Clorox commercial 
and is working on one for Levi's 
501 Blues. MCA’s Patty 
Loveless recently topped the 
video charts with her current If 
My Heart Had Windows. A 
new CD single will be out by the 
time you're reading this issue, 
titled A Little Bit In Love. 


@ J.C. Penney’s Kenny 
Rogers Sportswear Collection 
has been so successful that the 
Fall line will be expanded to 18. 
styles. The Collection is 
currently available in 215 J.C. 
Penney stores across the 
country. By this Fall, more 
than 500 outlets will be carrying 
the line. Also featured in both 
the Spring and Fall catalogues, 
the Collection includes slacks, 
shorts and knit and woven 
shirts. all in rich cotton blends 
tailored to accommodate a 
wide assortment of fashion 
tastes and body types. 


@ The Jim Halsey Company 
has announced that since the 
appointment of Trisha Walker 3 
months ago to head up a full- 
time International Division, 
things have ‘taken off with a 
bang!’ Earl Thomas Conley 
has just played his first 
overseas dates, appearing at 
The Dutch Country Poll Gala in 
Holland (The equivalent of our 
CMA Awards) and The Mean 
Fiddler in London. S-K-B 
(Schuyler, Knobloch & 
Bickhardt) will be playing the 
Fuitigen Festival in 
Switzerland, (May 28). This is 
a Festival exclusively geared 
towards songwriters. This is 
also S-K-B’s first trek 
overseas. The Bellamy 
Brothers, Kathy Mattea and 
Asleep At The Wheel will be at 
the Intercountry Festival in 
Prague, Czechoslovakia on the 
14 and 15 of June. They will 
then go on to play the Frankfurt 
Festival in Germany on June 
16 and the Grindenwald 
Festival in Switzerland on June 
18. The Bellamys will play 
Nurnburg on 19 June while 
Kathy Mattea goes to London 
to play The Royal Albert Hall 
with Randy Travis and 
Sweethearts of the Rodeo, as 
part of Route 88 - the New 
Country Campaign, promoted 


t+; Photo By Jim Silverthorn 


=: Wendal Adkins 


: Stella Parton On The Move: 


by the CMA and Paul 

Fenn. Mattea will then play a 
date at the Mean Fiddler on 
June 20, before joining the 
Bellamy Brothers on a6 city 
tour of Ireland. Jim Owens 
Productions will be traveling to 
the Grindenwald Festival in 
Switzerland to film a 30-minute 
TV special for This Week In 
Country Music, which will be 
syndicated nationwide and 
aired on TNN. They will then 
fly to London to film the show at 
Royal Albert Hall with Randy 
Travis, Kathy Mattea and 
Sweethearts of the 

Rodeo. Meanwhile, Trishia is 
working on many other exciting 
projects at the Halsey office, 
including a visit to Australia by 
Tammy Wynette in August 
(another first), a 

‘Down Under’ 

tour 


for Ronnie Milsap and the 
Seoul Song Festival in 
Korea... T.G. Sheppard 
finished a three-weeks' stint at 
The Desert Inn in Las Vegas, 
NV., on May 11; performing 
with Charley Pride. Sheppard 
has also just filmed television 
spots for the Kimberly K. 
Marketing Corporation. Those 
ads will start airing this month 
and will feature T.G. ina 
recording studio explaining to 
people in :30, :60 and :90 
second increments how they 
can best secure a Mastercard 
of Visa credit 

Card... 


@ Randy Travis, The Judds 
and Tammy Wynette will 
appear at Starwood 
Amphitheater outside 
Nashville June 24. Travis and 
Patty Loveless will be at the 
Ozark Mountain Amphitheater 
in Branson, MO., on July 2. 


Artists On The Move: The 
Wendal Adkins Band and 
Southern Reign to Billy Deaton 
Talent. Karen Staley to Greil- 
Hooper Artist Management for 
career guidance and 

direction, Staley will have her 
first album on MCA Records, 
titled Wildest Dreams, in 

June. Patty loveless and 
Stella Parton to the Jim Halsey 
Company. Chet Atkins to 
Monterey Artists / 

Nashville. Mary Stuart and the 
duo of Lane Brody and Thom 
Bresh have signed with 
Entertainment Artists Inc. 


® Country Star Cruise, a 
newly formed firm which offers 
Luxury Caribbean Cruises with 
entertainment by top country 
music stars, has announced 
plans for its maiden 

voyage. Dubbed The Pride 
Cruise, the September 17-24 
voyage will feature shows by 
Charley Pride, Eddy Raven 
and Pinkard & Bowden. The 
ship will sail from Fort 
Lauderdale, FL., with stops in 
the Bahamas and the Virgin 
Islands. Details are available 
by calling 0101-615/329-2313. 


@ George Strait just 
celebrated the first No.1 single 
from his newest album, If You 
Ain't Lovin’, when Famous 
Words of a Fool topped the 
Billboard country singles chart 
(April 9th Issue). Strait has 
enjoyed nearly two dozen No.1 
singles and has not been off the 
country charts since his first 
single, Unwound was released 
in 1981. By the way, that ‘Fool’ 
album landed at No.1 just 4 
weeks after its release. 


@ The Dollywood Foundation 
has been formed by Dolly 
Parton with the singular 
purpose of raising funds to 
support educational projects 
which directly or indirectly 
reduce the drop-out rate in her 
native Sevier Country, 

TN. Funds will be allocated to 
create college scholarships for 
all high schools in the county as 
well as to develop programs 
which motivate middle school 
students to stay in school and 
Strive to become more 
successful in life. To generate 
the initial funds, Dolly is 
donating all net proceeds from 
her performance at 
Dollywood’s new DP’s 
Celebrity Theatre (April 30 and 
May 1). 


The words that go 


with the music 


JUNE 1988 


we Last years Record Breaking Awards Poll endorsed 


more then ever before that C.M.R.U. readers do 
care... and do have opinions on the various trends... 


Also that they know exactly where it’s at... or where it 
has been? because it showed beyond a shadow of 
doubt the value of Full Scale U.K. tours by both 
International and British Artists. 


WH Meeting the people is what it’s all about... Artists 
doing the Best Business are the ones who take the 
trouble to care and treat their fans and their own 
careers with true professional respect. 


Country Music is a Business it’s part of the 
Entertainment Business, and a growing part... 


Success means your doing it right... Proper 
Management and good PR... just giving a good show 
is never going to be enough... 


& The most successful Acts and ultimately the most 
‘Popular’ are those that look beyond their own Back 
Porch... and cultivate that potential greater interest... 
not those that just wait for it to happen! 


The last 12 months has seen many interesting 
developments, both Internationally and on the Home 
Front - where perhaps the biggest success story has 
been Daniel O’Donnell... who’s dominated the CMA 
Gallup Albums Chart consistantly outselling all the 
Major Label Artists. There has to be a logical answer 
to this apart from talent... It is of course, solid and 
co-ordinated promotional support from both Artist 
Management and Record Company. Supply to meet 
demand created by Promotional Advertising, PR and 
Nationwide Tour dates. 


THE AWARDS WILL BE PRESENTED AT THE 1988 PETERBOROUGH FESTIVAL ... 


AWAR D S PO LL Please note: The final closing date for Part One of the International Awards Poll is 15th June 88 


VOTING PAPER 
WIN A NIGHT WITH THE STARS 
GALA PRE-FESTIVAL CIVIC DINNER 


(Courtesy of the Promoter) 


My Choice for most popular Country Music Acts 
1987-88 in the following categories are:- 


@ AS an added incentive for readers to cast their 

votes in our poll, we shall be entering everyone who sends 
in their completed Voting Form for our Super Special Free 
PRI ZOT AW! rec een ccs een eck cyrcceasaschsentr sees 
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@ = Thewinnerwill get a Special Invitation for two persons 


International Group ...........:c:ceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeees 1987 / 88 BAG cic eeee somes 
Intermatiomal Trio ..o.........ccccccsceeeceeceneeeceeeeneens PART ONE breakfast hotel accomodation as well as giving you your 


International Duo Bo tickets for the entire Festival Shows. 
International Male Vocalist ..... ceccccces ae na a ae ENTRIES @ So, if you want to secure your chance of winning this 
International Female Vocalist een neeeeeeeeeeueneens ONLY great weekend package, fill your voting form now and post 
cs 5 it today to: M rs. Swales & Walden. (Chartered 
Most Promising International Act .............-. aie ACCEPTED Accountant). pecraneAnerds. ‘ High Bi acyl ois 
LN5 8AD. 
COUNTRY MUSICROUND UP eeececececeeececececcoe ON 
Country Music Radio D.J. Meier the! Ree Ar Ne 2,2 ee THIS NAME neisspcbeRnanaenevenmeganccesedsesaeguKnaveentae 
SEBO, coe carotlete Non ceasecatse cc ness see gaan Y AGURESS a eee 
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JUNE 1988 COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


@ Kathy Mattea, 

who scored her first ever 

number one in the Billboard Country 

Charts with Goin’ Gone in late January, makes 

her U.K. concert debut as part of the ‘Route '88’ 
campaign. She will be seen at the Royal Albert Hall on 
Sunday, June 19, as support to Randy Travis. Also 
sharing the same bill will be Sweethearts Of The 
Rodeo. Kathy also plays a date at the Mean Fiddler, 
Harlesden, with her American band. There's a full U.K. 
promotion underway on behalf of this artist, including the 
release of her latest album, ‘Untasted Honey’ it includes 
her recent number one Goin’ Gone, and her latest U.S. 
single, Eighteen Wheels And A Dozen Roses, which 
recently entered Billboard's Top 20 in America. 


@ Inthe U.S. Kathy Mattea’s built a reputation as a 
song interpreter with songs (as one critic put it) that 
‘does justice to the power and range of her 

voice’. ‘Untasted Honey’ allows the singer an even 
greater choice of material as well as experimentation 
with such instruments as dulcimer, stand-up bass and 
harp. It is produced by the innovative Allen Reynolds, 
who was responsible for the international hits of Don 
Williams and Crystal Gayle. 


COMPETITION : 


I] 
This Months 
Cover Star:- 


KATHY 
MATTEA 


U.K. 
DEBU 


@ Hailing from West Virginia - and 
currently the centrepiece for a million 
dollar advertising campaign encouraging 
tourism in her home state - Kathy Mattea played 
guitar and sang throughout her high school days, 
then expanded her musical horizons at the West 
Virginia University by joining a bluegrass group called 
Pennsboro. When she arrived in Nashville, she initially 
worked as a tour guide at the Country Music Hall Of 
Fame while news of her music abilities was spread via 
demos and live performances. Following her signing 
with Mercury Records, she went Top 25 in the Country 
Charts with her debut single Street Talk and has moved 
progressively higher with each subsequent release. 


@ Prior to achieving number one status with Goin’ 
Gone, Kathy Mattea made the Top 10 with Love At The 
Five And Dime (a Nanci Griffith song), Walk The Way 
The Wind Blows, You're The Power and TrairrOf 
Memories. 


@ Thecomplete track listing of ‘Untasted 
Honey’ comprises: Untold Stories, Life As We 
Knew It, Eighteen Wheels And A Dozen Roses, 
The Battle Hymn Of Love, Late In The Day, Goin’ 
Gone, Untasted Honey, Like Hurricane, As Long 
As | Have A Heart, Every Love. 


@ Goin’ Gone is also released in Britain as a 
single. 


© Nashville - Music City U.S.A. 
welcomes thousands of fans from 
across the U.S. and abroad to the 
17th Annual International Country 
Music Fan Fair, held June 6 - 12 
at the Tennessee State 
Fairgrounds. 


@ Co-sponsored by CMA and the 
Grand Ole Opry, Fan Fair affords 
Country Music fans the chance to 
meet their favourite artists and 
attend numerous events throughout 
the week. 


@ The annual Bluegrass Show on 
Monday June 6th, will kick off the 
week of kaleidoscopic fun, the All 
American Country Games, exhibit 
booths, visits to the Country Music 
hall of Fame and Museum, 
Opryland U.S.A. and the historic 
Ryman Auditorium before ending 
with the annual Grand masters 
Fiddling Contest on Sunday, June 
12. The famous catering company, 
the Odessa Chuckwagon Gang of 
Odessa, Texas, will again treat Fan 
Fair registrants to two barbeque 
dinners during the week. 


@ The 1988 International Show, 
scheduled for Tuesday, June 7, will 
showcase artists from six different 


GEORGE’S 
BIG BAND 


@ The line-up has been finalised 
for the George Moody Festival 
Showband’s debut on this this 
year’s 11th annual All British 
Festival at the Pavilion Theatre, 
Worthing over the August Bank 
Holiday weekend. In addition to 
his normal four piece road band, 
George will include Natalie Keen 
on keyboard, Lynn Ansell on steel 


guitar and bluegrass fiddler Chris 
Harrison. 


@ An Irishman now living in 
Essex, George is regarded by 
many as one of the most popular 
Country performers in the British 
Isles. 


@ The Duffy Family Show, is 
another big band rarely seen in the 
U.K., it features four famous 
Duffys, Ray and Leo, (The Duffy 
Brothers), steel guitarist / Band 
Leader Kevin Duffy, his steelie son 
Melvin. 


NASHVILLE PREPARES 


FOR FAN FAIR 88 


countries. Representing their 
homelands to American audiences 
will be Johnny Burke - Canada; 
Alien Playboys - France; Jodle 
Birge - Denmark; Bag Hand - 
Norway; Gottani Sisters - Australia; 
and Daniel O'Donnell - 

Ireland. The internationally 
acclaimed group, The Jordanaires, 
will also be featured on the show. 


@ Currently, all 365 booths had 
been assigned. Among those 
artists who have reserved booths 
are Randy Travis, Barbara 
Mandrell, Ricky Van Shelton, 
Alabama and Tanya Tucker, The 
booths will be open from 11.00am to 
6.00pm Tuesday June 7; on 
Wednesday and Thursday June 8 
and 9 the booths will be open from 
10.00am to 6.00pm; and on Friday 
June 10, the booths will be open 
from 10.00am - 2.00pm. 


@ As ever there will be a whole 
host of other fine talent at the 
event including Ireland's Bill 
Conlon, the very long established 
Down Country Boys, teenager 
Sarah Jory with her steel guitar, 
Yorkshireman Mel Hague with his 
band, and Carole Gordon and Bob 
Newman, ballad singer John Aston 
and Manchester's Bob 

McKinlay. Season Tickets for the 
event, offer big savings. They 
range from £15.50 to £18.50 for 
the whole weekend. 


FOOTNOTE: 


@ Festival founder Neil 
Coppendale was surprised to 
receive several ‘phone calls 
inquiring about Tiny Tim’s 
appearance on the event! The 
Cause of the confusion Tiny Tim's 
scheduled appearance on this 
year’s Brighton Arts Festival. The 
Country Festival started life at 
Brighton in ‘78, having since 
moved to the Worthing 

Pavilion. More details from 
Brighton (0273) 462525. 


K.T. OSLIN AND MICHAEL JOHNSON — IN CONCERT 


@ Here’s your chance to see two of RCA Records’ contemporary country music artists 
making their British debuts at a special one-off London concert 


@ K.T. Oslin, a featured act in this month’s 
‘Route 88’ festival, is seen in her own showcase 
at the Shaw Theatre, Euston Road, London, on 
Thursday, June 16... and she is joined by special 
guest Michael Johnson. 


@ Both artists have achieved considerable 
success in the United States and are leading 
contenders in the contemporary country music 
stakes. 


@ K.T. Oslin - described by Jack Hurst (Chicago 
Tribune) as ‘one of country music’s most 
intriguing, distinctive and multitalented new 
females’ - has scored two number one singles 
this year, Do Ya and I'll Always Come Back, as 


well as winning the Female Country accolade in 
the 1988 Grammy awards for her performance of 
her earlier chart hit, 80's Ladies. K.T’s debut 
album of the same name is now released in 
Britain. 


@ Michael Johnson is a multi-talented 
entertainer who first rose to fame in the 1970s 
with hits like Bluer Than Blue and The Night 
Won't Last Forever, was signed to RCA Records 
in 1985 after successfully duetting with Sylvia on 
| Love You By Heart. His current British album 
release, ‘That’s That’, contains his most U.S. 
country successes Crying Shame and | Will 
Whisper Your Name. 


Be quick ... closing date is Monday, June 6th. 


@ The forthcoming London concert will give British audiences the chance to see a couple of country 
music’s much acclaimed performers in action - and CMRU is giving away twelve pairs of tickets to its’ 
readers, courtesy of ‘Route 88’. To enter, simply name six other artists involved in the ‘Route 88’ 


festival. 


@ Please send your answers to:- 


‘Route 88’ Competition, Country Music Round Up, 286/287 High Street (Upper Precinct), LINCOLN LN2 1AL. 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


@® K.T. Oslin, 


@ Voice of America (V.O.A), the 
global radio network of the United 
States Information Agency, is 
conducting a write-in essay for 
listeners of its ‘Country Music 
U.S.A.’ program hosted by Judith 
Massa. The winner of the contest, 
entitled ‘What Country Music 
Means To Me’, will be flown with 
one guest to Washington, D.C. for 
three days and then on to Fan Fair 
"88 for a week. 


@ According to Massa more than 
2000 entries had been received by 
the March 25th Deadline. ‘It’s 


"amazing the emotional impact 


Country Music has had on the 
world,’ said Massa of the entries 
she had read. ‘You can tell the 
music holds a place deep in their 
hearts. For the many diverse 
educational backgrounds the 
essays have been exceptionally 
good.’ 


HATS, BOLO TIES, 
BELTS, BUCKLES 
BEADWORK ETC. 


CATALOGUE FROM 


estern 


\Névetties 


26 Parkside Avenue. Romford, 
Essex. RM1 4ND (0708) 41758 


For single retail orders please contact 
Western advertisers in this publication. 


Buxton’s 
Ath Festival 


@ Forthe 4th year running there's 
to be a Festival in the historic Spa 
town of Buxton. 


@ The one day event in 
September includes Gerry Ford 
and his Band, The Mary T Rose 
Band, Colin Ramsey, Ricki Sylva, 
Stu page & Remuda and Graham 
Broughton. 


@ Proceedings begin at 12 
midday with a talent contest in the 
Pavilion Lounge. The main shows 
start at 2pm and 6pm. Tickets are 
available for the individual shows 
or for the whole day with 
concessionary rates available for 
clubs parties. 


® To coincide with the Festival 
Ramsongs Records and Tapes 
have released a compilation 
cassette featuring artists 
appearing. 
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meme Pete 


Happy Birthday 


to all Gemini and Cancer people 


including:- 


( 1st)—PAT BOONE 

( 2nd)—CARL BUTLER 

( 4th)—FREDDY FENDER 
( 5th)—DON REID (Statlers) 


and former Dillard MITCH JAYNE 


( 6th)—JOE STAMPLEY 

( 8th)—VERNON OXFORD and 
STEVEN FROMHOLZ 

(12th)—CHARLIE FEATHERS 


(13th)—DENNIS LOCORRIERE (Dr. Hook) 
(15th) —WAYLON JENNINGS and TERRI GIBBS 


(16th)—BILLY ‘CRASH’ CRADDOCK 


(20th)—CHET ATKINS and ANNE MURRAY 


(22nd)—KRIS KRISTOFFERSON and 
ROY DRUSKY 


(23rd)—JUNE CARTER and DIANA TRASK 


(27th) —PAUL KENNERLEY and 
DON WILLIAMS 


@ Continuing last month’s theme of the evolution of 
country music, how the music is becoming 
unrecognisable, it appears that the major labels are, 
to a large extent, endeavouring to blend country with 
mainstream pop. The almighty dollar rules 0.K., but 
independent labels on both sides of the Atlantic are 
keeping alive the tradition of country. In Britain the 
Magnum Music Group, who control the Sundown, 
Starburst, Meteor and Magnum Force labels, are 
doing a magnificent job with their catalogues based 
largely upon re-issues. Some recent releases are 
well worth looking at. 


@ WARNER MACK ‘The Prince Of Country Blues’ 
(Sundown) is a re-issue of the 1983 Bridgewood 
album, featuring re-recordings of Mack’s hits plus 
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PERSONAL CHOICE 
RICKY SKAGGS 


ss, ANNE MURRAY 


songs Warner wrote for other artistes. During the 
period 1957 to 1971, Warner enjoyed 14 top hits, 
nine of which are reproduced on this album: ‘Is It 
Wrong’, (1957), ‘Bridge Washed Out’ (1965), ‘Sittin’ 
In An All Night Cafe’ (1965), ‘Talking To The Wall’ 
(1966), ‘Drifting Apart’ (1967), ‘How Long Will It 
Take’ (1967), ‘Don’t Wake Me I’m Dreaming’ (1968), 
‘I'll Still Be Missing You’ (1969), ‘Love Hungry’ 
(1970). Through his tours of the U.K., Warner made 
many fans who will welcome this collection with 
open arms. 


@ PATSY CLINE passed on 25 years ago but 
remains one of my favourite singers. True her 
recordings have been done to death over the years, 
‘Crazy’ and ‘I'll Fall To Pieces’ seem to crop up 


= 


perennially in one form or another. | suppose this is 
to be expected when one realises that Patsy 
recorded only a hundred different songs in her brief 
career, only nine of them achieving hit status. So 
what’s new?. Well ‘Too Many Secrets’ (Starburst) is 
and it does contain twenty not overdone songs that | 
found extremely pleasing. 


@ Of the score of tunes only one was a hit, her very 
first, ‘Walkin’ After Midnight’ (1956). The others 
show Patsy at her best, way ahead of time. It’s hard 
to believe that ‘Life’s Railway To Heaven’ was 
recorded in 1957. The arrangement, production and 
vocal delivery really belong to the mid- 
seventies. Other goodies to be found on this 
compilation include ‘| Love You Honey’, ‘Hidin’ Out’, 
‘Ain't No Wheels On This Ship’, ‘In Care Of The 
Blues’, ‘| Don’t Wanna’ and ‘I Can See An Angel’. As 
a bonus, recording dates are given for each track. 


@ Going right back in the country tradition, to the 
era of authentic country blues, | recommend to you 
‘When | Lay My Burden Down’ (Blue Moon), 
featuring two of the greatest black blues performers, 
FRED McDOWELL and FURRY LEWIS, who claim a 
side each on this unique collection. Both these 
legends were born in Mississippi, Lewis in 1900 and 
McDowell five years later, and both bequeathed a 
country and blues legacy that is freely drawn upon by 
today’s stars. Each performer was noted for his own 
personal style of presenting the blues, comparison 
of which is made simple here by having both on one 
record and by each offering his own interpretation of 
the title track. McDowell's seven tracks include ‘If 
You See My Baby’, ‘John Henry’ and ‘Dankin’ Farm’, 
whilst Lewis’ half dozen has ‘Casey Jones’, ‘Grieve 
My Mind’ and ‘Every Day In The Week’. Historically 
important. 


@ Rockabilly still retains a large following in the 
U.K. so it is always a pleasure to bring to your 
attention new collections from the vaults. ‘Red Hot 
Rockabilly Volume 5’ (Magnum Force) is a most 
interesting compilation of 16 tracks culled from the 
catalogues of various Memphis labels, Erwin, Zone, 
E & M, Clearmont, Stompertime, GMG and 
Rivermont. Of the thirteen artistes featured here, 
probably RAY SCOTT, writer of ‘Flying Saucers Rock 
‘n’ Roll, is best known. ‘The Train’s Done Gone’ and 
‘Just Behind Your Smile’, were recorded by Ray in 
1961 and produced by Scottie Moore. HOYT 
JOHNSON is fairly well known too, if only for co- 
writing ‘You’re The Nearest Thing To Heaven’ for 
Johnny Cash. Hoyt’s sole contribution to this album 
is ‘Standing In Your Window’ (1956). 


@ The rest of the artistes are almost totally 
unknown making this a most appealing 

collection. REX ELLIS (‘Bop Hop Jamboree’), BILLIE 
HIGH (‘Wondering If You Still Care’), JIMMY EVANS 
(‘I Just Don’t Love you Anymore’), CHUCK RALEIGH 
(‘The Last Time’, ‘How Can | Go’), LEN GRIFFEN 
(‘Spanish Rock a Rolla’, ‘Rainbow Love’), THE 
MONARCHS (‘Surge’), HAPP PERRY (‘No One But 
You’), TOMMY ROCCO (‘Midnight Train’), TEX 
DIXON (‘Hello Memphis’), JOHNNY BARNES (‘Big 
Johnny Blues’), BEN GATTIS (‘Two Timing Lover’). 


@ DANIEL O'DONNELL consolidates his superstar 
status this month when he appears in Nashville as 
part of the CMA’s International Show. With major TV 


Every month we offer 
New Subscribers the 
chance to win a country album 
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THIS MONTH 


appearances, a Wembley Festival and three top 
selling albums under his belt, O’Donnell should be 
facing the future full of confidence. 


@ After all | said about RUSTY WEIR’s ‘Kum-Bak 
Bar & Grill’ (Sundown) album | was really looking 
forward to seeing the guy in person. | was not 
disappointed! Rusty is one of the friendliest guys 
I’ve ever met. He is charismatic he glows. 


@ Iwas privileged to be invited to the christening of 
JOHN LOWNDES first born, Jessica Joanne last 
month. The ceremony went extremely smoothly 
with the baby being well behaved (she must have 
inherited this trait from her lovely mother, Debbi, 
definitely not John), and the shower that followed 
was excellent. Just one complaint, what happened 
to the Guinness? Hang on to that suit John. It may 
just come back into fashion! 


@ Here’s three cassettes worth noting. THERYKER 
BROTHERS, six real and talented brothers from 
Leeds debut with an eight track that provides a mix of 
old and new favourites. ‘Union Mare & Confederate 
Grey’, ‘Waltz Across Texas’, ‘| Saw The Light’, ‘I 
Don’t Believe You've Met My Baby’ blend easily with 
‘The Two Step Is Easy’, ‘Oh Lonesome You’, ‘Storms 
Never Last’ and the instrumental ‘Boil That Cabbage 
Down’. Between them the guys pick guitars, bass, 
fiddle, mandolin, slide and drums, with four 
exercising their vocal chords. 


@ STONE CREEK have issued their second tape, 
titled appropriately ‘Ain't That Right Boys’. Itwill be 
interesting to see how this collection fares, for the 
group are a visual experience, so striking that it is 
easy for one to ignore just what fine pickers and 
singers they are. They are also an original band, not 
only in their stage performance, but in their 
approach to recording. Stone Creek can be relied 
upon to use interesting material and if pushed to do 
an old ‘lollipop’, then you can bet the arrangement 
will differ. Some day a major label are going to pick 
up on Stone Creek, market them as a ‘straight’ 
country Rock band and enjoy some success. 


BUSKERS BREW, a Sheffield based outfit, have been 
enjoying their year and a half in the 

business. Originally a duo, PAUL HILL (guitars, 
fiddle, vocals) and HARRY WILKINSON (bass, 
vocals), they built up a local reputation before 
moving further afield to Switzerland and the Isle of 
Wight. Now a trio, with the inclusion of SUE BRYAN 
(guitar, vocals) the band are currently enjoying a five 
week stay in Dubai. To celebrate this event the 
group have released their debut cassette, ‘Buskers 
Brew’, an eleven tracker built largely around their 
concert favourites. 


@ Finally a couple of singles. ALIBI, the Canadian 
six piece, now surely that country’s most exciting 
groups have been hitting the Cashbox and Indie 
charts with their Billboard recommended ‘It Only 
Hurts When | Cry’ (Comstock). A powerful heart 
ballad featuring some great harmonies, the song 
will prove the one to break them on the international 
scene. 
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I’ve Never Seen 
The Smokey Mountains! 


@ Ronnie Milsap is from the Smokey Mountains of North Carolina - but he’s never seen 
them or anything else because he’s been blind since birth. It’s hard for those of us 
blessed with vision to envisage a life of constant and total darkness, but it’s not hard to 
admire the courage, talent and resourcefulness of blind artists who refuse to be 
defeated by their handicap. Ronnie’s in good company with the likes of Stevie Wonder, 
George Shearing, Ray Charles and Jose Feliciano. 


@ ‘It’s almost crazy to say it’, 
Ronnie remarks, ‘but in some 
ways it’s a blessing that | was 
born blind. | was totally taken 
out of the environment that my 
father’s family and all the 
generations before me had 
beenin. If | had been born 
sighted in western North 
Carolina and gone through the 
public school system there, | 
certainly wouldn't be doing 
what I’m doing now.’ 


@ Milsap attended the 
Governor Morehead School foi 
the blind in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, where he became 
proficient on violin and piano 
fronting his own rock group, 
The Apparitions. He turned 
down the chance of studying 
for a law degree, and opted for 
music in Atlanta and Memphis, 
becoming a session musician 
much in demand, working with 


Pinto... 
The real 
Thing! 


@ Pinto Bennett, that genuine range 
boy from South-West Idaho, is the 
latest addition to the Sunday concert 
bill for this years 3 day Kruger 
promotion at Peterborough. 


@ Pinto, whose album entitled 
Famous Motel Cowboy Songs is 
currently available in the U.K. is the 
real thing - a former sheep rancher 
with a luxuriant red beard and some 
intriguing body tattoos dominated by a 
full-torso peacock. 


@ He’s paid his dues musically with a 
long string of engagements at western 
rodeos, state fairs and dance halls... 
with music rooted in the strong 
traditions of Hank Williams, Lefty 
Frizell and Buck Owens, with vocal 
traces of early Ray Price. Pinto, who 
now serves up a fascinating fusion of 
Southern Country Rock, claims his 
dad, Walt... who started him off on the 
music trail... ‘My dad was a rounder,’ 
recalls Pinto fondly. ‘He knew how to 
look good and make big deals in 
bars. He knew everyone from the 
Remuda Band at the YP Ranch in 
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producer Chips Moman 
recording artists of the calibre 
of Dionne Warwick and Petula 
Clark. He also played 
keyboards on several Elvis 
Presley recording sessions... 


® ‘I've never tried to deny my 
country roots,’ says 

Ronnie. ‘They're there, and 
they'll always be 

there. Growing up in the 
Smokey Mountains, | really do 
have the down-home 
experience. | love country 
music and | probably have 
more knowledge of it than most 
artists in Nashville. It was the 
only music | heard for the first 
six years of my life.’ 


@ He now has his own state- 
of-the-art recording studio to 
give him the freedom ‘to turn off 
the clock and make music’. 


Nevada to the president of the Idaho 
First National Bank - and he could play 


@ ‘One year he brought me an ol’ 
roundtop guitar. | ‘bout drove anol’ 
sheepherder nuts that summer, 
playing it till my fingers would 

bleed. Dad knew | was gettin’ into 
Elvis and told me notto go learnin’ any 
of that rock ‘n’ roll crap. Then he 
laughed’. 


@ Pinto’s first major music job was 
with a band called Tarwater, 
acclaimed as defining Idaho's country 
sound. He made some albums at local 
studios, and wentto Nashville a couple 
of times, ‘but! probably didn’t stay 
long enough. Right now, I’m in the 
best band I’ve ever had the pleasure to 
work with - The Famous Motel 
Cowboys. They can pick with anyone, 
bar none’. 


THE 


TARUGER 


ORGANISATION 


PETERBOROUGH 


COUNTRY 
MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 


BULLETIN 
BOARD 


® Milsaps visit to the Peterborough Festival will 
be only his 2nd Uk Concert appearance. 


‘WESTERN 
TOWN’ 


@ This year the Peterborough C.M. 
Festival Big Top will be the central 
focus of a Western Town, with all 


streets leading to it. The Town Square 


will also feature bands and square 


dance teams, and, as in previous years 


a festival carnival parade will pass 
through the town on the Saturday 
morning. 


@ According to Festival Director, 


Susan Fuller, ‘A whole Western town is 


being created on the Nene 
Embankment, and the stallholders are 
very enthusiastic about it, So we are 

sure that the public will like it.’... 


old settler shacks! 


@ Jhetownwill also have it’s own 
newspaper, courtesy of a local 
newspaper group, which will have an 
old printing press in its ‘Western 
Telegraph’ office, manned by staff in 
period costume. 


@ Depicted by some as the High Priest of Diesel Country, Dave Dudley and his 
music epitomise’s the highways and freeways of the USA life in the cab of an 
18-wheeler, conversations on CB radios, meals in roadside diners, and the 
ever-changing panorama of the passing scenery from metropolis to mesa... Dave, 


born in Spencer, Wisconsin, the heartland of rural America, began his career as a 


disc jockey, and had hosted his own shows in various mid-western cities, before he 
decided to risk his slender means by recording a song he had written, ‘Six Days On 
The Road’... Now almost a truck drivers anthem. 


@ Dudley has since produced many similar hit songs ‘John Henry’, ‘Truck Drivin 


Man’, ‘Pool Shark’, ‘Truck Drivin’ Son Of A Gun’, ‘Keep On Truckin’, ‘Two Six Packs 


Away’ and ‘Truckers Prayer’. 


Truckers Of The World 


There 
will also be an Indian Village, plus some 


Canada’s 
Country Too! 


@ Canada is another formidable stronghold of 
country music like its US neighbour below the 
border. Both nations share the same pioneering 
history and legacy, with hardy settlers moving 
westward from the eastern seaboard to tame and 
cultivate a mighty and hazardous wilderness. 


@® Peterborough’s Festival this year will salute 
Canada’s country music traditions with a special 
Canadian Country show starring Anita Perras & 
Tim Taylor, Terry Carisse, The Good Brothers, 
Michelle Wright and Gary Fjellgaard. The 
names themselves reflect the colourful mix of 
ancestry which makes up modern Canada. 


@ The surge in popularity of CB radio gave another boost to this diesel disciple’s 

career when he penned ‘Me And Ole CB’. Dave relates the success of his songs to 
the fact that they are written about ordinary working folk in everday situations on 
the road, and their wives and girlfriends waiting at home. 


@ The trucking industry takes him seriously too. He's done a series of 
Promotional records, appearances and nationwide commercials for freightliners 


and trucks. 


@ When he’s not touring, he commutes between Nashville and a country home 


near Danbury, Wisconsin, where he lives with his wife Marie, and they enjoy their 


favourite pastimes of songwriting, fishing ‘an’ just plain relaxin” 
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Dear Editors, 


| have only been reading C.M.R.U. 
for a few months and have noticed 
that much of the writing is 
concerned with the imagined lack of 
young people involved with or 
interested in country music. 


This is not the case in the North- 
East. | attend many country music 
evenings and they are often visited 
by the under 25's. At one recent 
local charity event in Redcar half of 
the one-hundred plus guests were 
young people. Furthermore two of 
the biggest groups in the North 
East:- Cross Country and 
Shakedown are ‘Young’ bands and 
they are not alone. 


As there is such a wide variety of 
choice within country music, 
something must appeal to 
everyone. My taste ranges from 
Roger Miller and Jim Reeves 
through Dolly Parton and Emmylou 
Harris to Highway 101 and Randy 
Travis (-hardly an old man himself) 
to name but a few. 


So take heart all you ‘old’ country 
fans, there is another generation 
taking an interest. | have 
personally converted half a dozen 
already. 


Yours faithfully, 
Louise Marney. 
Yarn, 
Cleveland. 


OOOOOO00 


Dear Editor, 


| am writing to say | enjoyed 
Australia at Wembley. | think some 
of the comments are unfair. The 
compere’s job is very difficult and | 
seem to remember when Ronnie 
Prophet was compere, he had 
much longer than 10 minutes and 
he did not have to open the show! | 
enjoyed seeing and meeting Tom & 
Ted LeGarde (Australia). | found 
them polite, kind and willing to do 
anything asked of them, and | don't 
think it’s fair to ask them to fly that far 
and then give them 10 minutes, 
opening the show. No other 
compere has ever had that spot. | 
think the press have ‘a thing’ about 
Tom & Ted and | think it's not always 
justified. I’m glad | saw them and | 
would like to thank Yvonne and 
Gerald Turner for a well run fan 
club. 


lam also disgusted at the total 
unfair attack on Diane Richardson, 
by Mr. Bill Gray of Scotland. Many 
country music fans and D.J.’s have 
been helped by Diane. Sheisa 
devoted country music fan anda 
christian and caring person, Mr 
Gray does not seem to have the true 
country music fans attitude at being 
kind to each other. Diane is nota 
person who needs ‘ego trips’, she is 
too busy getting on with life. | 
wonder, does Mr Gray need 

them? She does not ‘need her day 
made by printing your letter Mr 
Gray’. 


| suggest if that is your attitude 
towards a ‘grown up paper’ you 
start taking something more in tune 
with your mentality, such as ‘The 
Beano’! After all Mr Gray, we are all 
entitled to our opinions, as you 
rightly say, but I, for one, am not 
going to stand by and see lies about 
a caring lady go into print. Keep it 
country and kind Diane. 


Yours sincerely, 
Patricia Bracey, 
Quinton, 
Birmingham. 


Dear Editor, 


It was really good to receive our 
copy of May issue of Country Music 
Round Up. Unfortunately we were 
not able to attend this years 
Wembley Festival, so therefore 
looked forward to reading all about it 
in your super paper! The Wembley 
news was, as usual, covered 
excellently. Mick Greens 
comments on the British acts were a 
pleasure to read. 


We have never made any secret of 
our never ending respect and 
admiration for Raymond Froggatt, 
the applause and ovations are no 
less than he deserves. Well done 
yet again Frog. 


We always read your paper letter for 
letter, and find everything so 
interesting. We were interested to 
read the comments from June 
Wilson, East Anglia review. June 
says she went to see Froggie for the 
first time. Although June agrees 
that Froggies songs are super, she 
suspects that he can either be 
brilliant or awful. Well June, just 
wanted to let you know that Froggie 
can be brilliant, off colour maybe, 
but awful ‘NEVER’. Yes he 
certainly does have the ability to 
hold an audience in the palm of his 
hand, (a difficult task with a cigarette 
in one hand and a beer in the other, 
but then we've always said ‘He's 
Magic’). 


It's difficult to believe that although 
June is obviously an ardent Country 
and Western fan, this was the first 
time she had seen the Frog. We're 
sure June has a very good reason 
for this, however had she been a 
regular at his shows, she would 
undoubtedly realise that there is far 
more to Ray than constant jokes 
regarding drink, and appearing on 
stage with beer and 

cigarettes. Nobody can please 
everyone, and we do realise this, 
but like a good many Country 
Artistes, ‘Frog’ does so much good, 
giving great pleasure to the 
audiences and doing numerous 
work for charity. So please can we 
not knock what we might see as 
ones imperfections, and in the 
words of Mick Green ‘Nobodys 
Perfect’ are we? 


Best wishes to all country fans, and 
to all at Country Music Round Up. 


Yours sincerely. 

Barbara and Dave Hyman. 
Silwood Park. 

Ascot. 


DNOOOOOOO 


Dear Editors. 


Hello to you and all your staff. also 
your office cleaner (or cleaners). | 
have just read the letter’s page of 
your last issue (May). Once again 
how deliriously delighted t was 
when | read John Frears. 
Whitehaven. Cumbria. It reminded 
of the spirit there is amongst the 
country music fans, where does it 
come from? the music? Lord. | 
don't know, but | love it 


In Country Rock Pile (P.15). Pete 
Smith begins with a concern for the 
modern trends in country music. i.e. 
Programmes. DX-7 synclavier. and 
such things. Pete... ‘the beat goes 
on’. country music is very much 
alive as this ‘Progress’ moves. it’s 
not standing still. | personally like 
my country. COUNTRY not 
country pop or country jazz. when | 
go to see a country band | want to 
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see a drummer on drums a steelie 
on steel etc.. country music has 
gone through many changes down 
the years. but | will always listen to 
anyone using modern things and | 
know that one day I'll hear 
something or someone on the L.P. 
that will impress me, until then. 
when | hear musicians pickin’ away. 
Pete. | believe it’s still in good 
hands. 

Your country cousin. 

Terry Guy. 

Wavertree, 

Liverpool. 
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Dear Editors. 


Thank you for prompt delivery of my 
C.M.R.U. each month. We went to 
Wembley, but for an Anniversary 
show it was a bit of a let down, and | 
thought Saturday best forgotten, 
Merle Haggard seemed to be 
having an off day. 


For me, Sunday was the best, the 
fantastic Leon Everette, deserves to 
be a bill topper as does the fabulous 
Pinto Bennett & The Famous Motel 
Cowboys. This group from Idaho, 
were a welcome addition to 
Wembley. 


Monday was good with both 
Froggie and Willie Nelson, but 
Froggie should have been on longer 
and didn’t the Superb Colorado do 
an excellent job over the whole 
weekend. 


Incidently Pinto Bennett and his 
band were at the end of their first 
British Tour, we actually saw them 5 
times, anyone who didn't see them 
missed a very entertaining 

band. (They are coming back in 
August). 


We now eagerly await 
announcement of artists for 
Peterborough. Can we thank Jeff 
Kruger, in advance, for a value for 
money festival? 


Yours sincerely, 


Nan & Brian Larter, 
Burnley, 
Lancs. 
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Dear Editors. 


| would like to take this opportunity 
to write and thank you for the prompt 
delivery of my C.M.R.U., since | 
became a postal subscriber. | 
would also like to say how much | 
enjoy the overall content of your fine 
magazine. May | also include a big 
thank you to Pete Griffin for his 
‘Going For A Song’ article, which | 
am sure is of great interest to all 
British Country songwriters. At last 
we songwriters have a place where 
we can send our songs and be sure 
of an honest review. | know it must 
be a lot of hard work for Pete, 
listening to everything that gets sent 
to him and then writing a review 
about them, | hope that all the 
songwriters will let him know as | do, 
that they appreciate all the work he 
is doing for us. 


My personal thanks to Pete and all 
at C.M.R.U., for a super magazine. 


Yours sincerely, 
Bill Stewart, 


Balfron, 
by Glasgow. 
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Letters 
to the Editor 


Dear Editors, 


In reply to the letter in April issue, 
regarding Line Dancers, it would 
seem Mr. Chalmers contradicts 
himself somewhat. Firstly he says 
that within Country Music varying 
tastes there should be tolerance 
then goes on to say that he cannot 
tolerate Line Dancers. Secondly, 
after saying how popular Line 
Dancing has become then goes on 
to say it appeals only to a minority, if 
that were the case wouldn't it have 
died out by now? instead of 
increasing in popularity, why does 
Mr. Chalmers think Line Dancers 
are self centred? if a venue has a 
dance floor it is for the people who 
enjoy dancing (of any kind). The 
fact that he knows of clubs who 
cannot put restrictions on dancing, 
shows how popular itis, if it is what 
the people want it will continue and 
rightly so, it is possible to love the 
Music and the Artist and the 
Dancing. Tolerance and 
understanding is what Mr. 
Chalmers is asking for but he does 
not seem to practice any of these, 
and he calls Line Dancer self- 
centred. 


Yours faithfully, 


Mrs. Pat. Jones, 
Denton, MANCHESTER. 


Music By Mail 


DEPT. TWO, P.O. BOX 14, BUTTS GREEN RD, 


HORNCHURCH, ESSEX RM11 1HT 


OUR TOP 20 TAPES MORE FAVOURITES | CD's 


. Daniel O'Donnell 


Don't Forget to Remember 


. Foster & Allen 


Reflections 


. Rose Marie 


Sentimentally Yours 


. Patsy Cline 


16 Original Greats 


. Boxcar Willie 


King of the Road 


. Charley Pride 


After All This Time 
Rose Marie 
Sings Just For You 


- Brendan Shine 


Collection 


. Daniel O'Donnell 


| Need You 


. Green Velvet 


16 Various Irish Artists 


. Daniel O'Donnell 


Two Sides of 


. Mary Duff 


Love Someone Like Me 


. Loretta Lynn 


16 Original Greats 


. Rose Marie 


So Lucky 


. Foster & Allen 


Very Best of Vol. 2 


. Foster & Allen 


After All These Years 


. Margo 


Girl from Donegal 


. Daniel O'Donnell 


Boy from Donegal 


. Ann Breen 


Pal of My Cradle Days 


. Boxcar Willie 


Not The Man | Used To Be 


| ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & DELIVERY (UK only) | 


Delivery abroad add 50p per order. Prices for Tapes only, if record required 


£5.99 
£5.99 
£5.99 
£4.99 
£4.99 
£5.99 
£5.99 
£5.49 
£5.99 
£4.99 
£5.99 
£5.99 
£4.99 
£5.99 
£5.99 
£5.99 
£4.99 
£4.99 
£5.99 
£3.99 


21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 


please add 50p per order. 


PAYMENT: Cheques or Postal Orders made payable to Music by Mail. 
Access or American Express also accepted - please quote Card No. 
Please allow 21 days for delivery. 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER! 


Buy 3 Tapes or CD's and receive a country compilation Tape FREE!! 


Billie Joe Spears £3.99 
20 Country Greats 
Waylon Jennings £4.99 


Country Collection (16 Tracks) 
Dubliners £3 
Greatest Hits 


Ricky Skaggs £5.49 
Sweet Temptation 

Sydney Devine £4.99 
50 Country Winners 

Philomena Begley £5.99 
All about Love 

Duelling Banjos £3.99 
20 Classics 

Hal Roach £5.49 
Best of Irish Humour 

George Jones £3.99 
20 Greatest Hits 

Australia £4.99 
Le Garde Twins 

Hank Locklin £4.99 


Country Collection (16 Tracks) 


Jerry Lee Lewis £4.99 
Very Best of (Country) 
Barney O’Shamrock £3.99 


Irish Accordion (instrumental) 


Red Sovine £3.99 
Teddy Bear 

Jimmy Martin £3.99 
Greatest Bluegrass Hits 

Paddy Reilly £4.99 
20 Golden Irish Ballads . 

Billy Walker £4.99 
Best of 

Ace Cannon £4.99 
Golden Classics 

Emmylou Harris £4.99 
Country Collection (16 Tracks) 

Roger Whittaker £5.99 


Love Songs 


1. Foster & Allen £10.99 
Reflections 

2. Rose Marie + £10.99 
Sentimentally Yours 

3. Fureys & Davey Arthur £10.99 
Fureys Finest 

4. Boxcar Willie £8.99 
King of the Road 

5. Daniel O'Donnell £10.99 
Don't Forget to Remember 

6. Roger Whittaker : £10.99 
Love Songs 

7. Foster & Allen £10.99 
Reminiscing 

8. Sydney Devine £8.99 
50 Country Winners 

9. Channad £10.99 
The Collection 

10. Red Sovine £8.99 


16 Greatest Hits 
. Johnny Paycheck 
16 Greatest Hits 


£8.99 


_ 
= 


12. Foster & Allen £10.99 
Very Best of Vol. 1 

13. Willie Nelson £5.99 
20 Golden Hits 

14. Daniel O’Donnell £10.99 
1 Need You 

15. Johnny Cash £5.99 
18 Golden Hits 

16. Freddy Fender £10.99 
Country Collection 

17. Lynn Anderson £5.99 
20 Golden Hits 

18. Roy Orbison £6.99 
19 All-time Hits 

19. Oak Ridge Boys £10.99 
Country Collection 

20. LesterFlatt&EarlScraggs £8.99 


20 Greatest Hits 


see Sood 
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TAMMY SINGS — JOHNNY SWINGS 


Tony Anderson. 


@ The Royal Albert Hall was home to country music twice in three 
days... with visits from Tammy Wynette, Raymond Froggatt, then 


Johnny Cash and Glen Campbell. 


@ A leather clad ‘Froggie’ opened 
the proceedings on the Tuesday 
evening with his band respendant in 
white jackets and although only 
producing a smallset managed non 
the less to include several of his 
favourite and most requested 
numbers, being joined on stage at 
one period by a young lady named 
Esther Zoe Port who duetted with 
him which was her greatest 

wish. According to the gospel as 
written by ‘Frog’ she had written toa 
certain Mr. Saville but where Jim 
Couldn't Fix It, Jeffrey Kruger 
could. Unfortunately his set was 
over all too quickly and it meant an 
early interval before the nights 
attraction took the stage. 


@ Tammy Wynette had the second 
half of the show to herself and 
wearing a change of costume 
ranging from a short red shiny 
glittering dress into a green and 
yellow jump suit with a jacket that 
flowed around her and finally 
appearing in a white full length 
gown that shimmered like the lady, 
treating us to several insides to her 
early life her music included many of 
the hits from over the years (not 
without the occasional reference to 
a certain Mr. Jones), and also some 
from her latest album ‘Higher 
Ground’ although also in her 
programme were songs like Ricky 
Skaggs ‘Your Love’, the O’Kanes 
‘Talking To Myself’ and Emmylou's 
‘Beneath The Painted 

Sky’. Perhaps not an earth 
shattering evening but thoroughly 
enjoyable. 


@ Two days later was the night 
‘Johnny Cash Came To Town’, 
looking fitter and slimmed down with 
his special guest Glen Campbell. It 
was Glen who opened the show and 
from where | was sitting the Tuxedo 
clad Arkansas singer seemed to 


~ TAMMY WYNETTE ILL INNORWICH 


@ After a tremendous 1st House 
performance at Norwich’s Theatre 
Royal, Tammy Wynette was taken ill 
and rushed to a Norwich 

Hospital... Raymond Froggatt, went 
back to keep the audience entertained, 
but eventually, it was announced that 
Tammy would not in fact be able to 
appear, but that her band were on their 
way back to the Theatre. 


@ There was an air of considerable 
disappointment, and a few people left 
before Tammy's 7-piece band opened 
up with Merle Haggard’s ‘Big 

City’. Harmony singer Sue Richards 
sang ‘Rocky Top’ and ‘If My Heart Had 
Windows’ (my highlight of the 
performance) before Charlie Carter, 
who has been singing with Tammy for 
21 years then continued with George 
Strait’s ‘Fireman’. 


take a couple of numbers before 
getting the sound right, again we 
were treated to the standards that 
have become synonymous with his 
name as well as including several 
tracks from his new album on 
MCA. Before moving into the 
perfunctory Amazing Grace 
bagpipes et al Glen showed his skill 
on guitar with an unusual version of 
the William Tell overture, | 
wondered what Henry Wood 
thought of it in his hallowed Albert 
Hall. 


@ The hall which looked to be full 
roared outit’s approval as ‘The Man 
In Black’ strode on stage at the start 
of the second half and minus those 
now famous boots moved straight 
into the Merle Kilgore hit ‘Ring of 
Fire’ without changing the tempo he 
then proceeded to keep the evening 
flowing with a selection of numbers 
interspersed with appearances by 
Nick Lowe, June Carter, Carlene 
Carter and Helen Carter with each 
getting their spot in turn as did a 
re-emerging Glen Campbell to join 
forces with each getting their spot in 
turn as did a re-emerging Glen 
Campbell to join forces with Cash in 
numbers like ‘Highwayman’ and 
‘Bobby McGee’. 


@ The events on stage by now 
were giving the feel of all being ata 
family get together and they 
became people who we laughed 
and cried with at various spots of the 
evening whether it was Carlene 
who apparently is now going her 
own separate way singing Dixie 
Darling or June with abandon 
kicking her shoes into the audience 
until it was time for everyone to 
appear on stage to finish the 
evening with ‘A Wonderful Time Up 
There’ not an inapt title for the 
evening ‘cos I’m sure everyone in 
this audience did. 


@ This tremendous band featuring 
lead, rhythm and bass guitarists, 
keyboard, steel, fiddle and drums, with 
the two beautiful female singers who 
normally back Tammy on tour, were 
given the opportunity to really 
showcase their talents. Ms Jordan 
sang the Highway 101 number ‘Bed 
You Made For Me’, then the band were 
back with ‘Baby’s Gotta Hold On 

Me’. Tim Watson on fiddle entertained 
with a version of the Cotton Eye Joe and 
a bit of clowning around with the banjo 
player, and then took lead vocals on 
‘Linda, Do You Wanna Dance?’. The 
band’s set was brought to a close with 
the superb Sue Richards singing 
‘Stand By Your Man’. 


@ The Band left the stage promising to 
come back, with Tammy Wynette, as 
soon as a repeat performance could be 


arranged, JUNE WILSON. 


BELL’S 
RINGING 
CHANGES 


@ Ulster ‘Country Gentleman’ 
Crawford Bell is leaving Gene 
Stuart to set up his own recording 


studio at his home in Carryduff, Co. 


Down. 


@ A popular and prolific 
performer Bell has, for the past 
seven years, been working as 


@ This month the Hillsiders 
undertake another extensive 
Scottish tour. Due to the success 
of their 87 venture the '88 tour has 
been extended. 

@ The Groups Personal Manager 
Derek Royall says ‘The Hillsiders 


HILLSIDERS : 
NORTH OF THE BORDER 


@ Tammy Wynette with husband George Richey captured by 
Jim Silverthorn, at the start of her hectic tour. 


production engineer at Gene's 
Northsound Studio. 


@ Widely recognised for his 
expertise in the recording field 
Bell has 10 albums booked in for 
the new studio over the coming 
months. Among them is Manson 
Grant & The Dynamos Band from 
Scotland. 


@ ‘| had a very happy association 
with gene Stuart in his recording 
work in Dungannon, but the long 
travelling up and down from my 
home in Carryduff was becoming a 
bit of a bind, and I've been 
considering opening up my own 
Studio for some time now’ says 
Crawford, who has produced and 
engineered recordings for various 
Irish artists, including Philomena 
Begley, Susan McCann, Frankie 
McBride, Brian Coll, and Gene 
Stuart. He still intends to operate 
as a solo performer, and with his 
‘Dollar Band’, and his diary for 
engagements in coming months is 
well filled. 


are still enormously popular in 
Scotland, and | know the lads are 
really looking forward to going up 
North again. Especially to the 
Aberdeen CMC, as they were voted 
‘Best English Band’ by the 
members of the the club in ‘87’. 


BUTLIN’S HOLIDAY WORLDS 


@ Following on from their 
September 88 Country Festival, at 
Wonderwest World in Ayr, 
Scotland, comes news of a 2nd 
Autumn Special... this time at 
South Coast World, Bognor Regis, 
West Sussex. The dates are 
(Tues) 1 Nov ’88 - (Sat) 5th Nov '88 
featuring Country - Cajun & 
Rockabilly. This Mid-week Break 
Special with a choice of Half Board 
or Self Catering can cost as little 
as £21.25 (plus VAT) per person 


(4 persons sharing in Budget 
accommodation ) 


B.R. get you 
there! 


@ Iftransport’s a problem you 

can now travel to Butlins Holiday 
World venues anywhere in Britain 
for just £12.99 return... Courtesy 
of the Special Money Saver deals 
offered by British Rail. (For full 
details see B.R. Travel elsewhere). 


@ Dolly Parton's recent visit to London included a champagne reception at the 
Dorchester Hotel, London. Among those who queued up to be photographed with 
her was Daniel O'Donnell and Gloria Hunniford 


BEST COUNTRY SONG AWARD 


@ The finals of the Song’88 
contest will be held, in association 
with Southend on Sea Borough 
Council, on the last day of the 
Southend International Festival - 
Sunday June 26th, at Priory Park. 


THE CONTEST 


@ Established in 1985 the contest 
is for songwriters in the Popular 
and Country Music categories who 
submit their songs as cassette 
demos for judging by a music 
business panel. Finalists are 
chosen to compete on the Gala 
Final day. Top class singers and 
musicians perform the entries on 
stage and judging is by a 
distinguished panel drawn from 
music publishers, recording 
companies, radio stations and 
sponsors. 


THE FINALS — June 26th 


@ A day of great music with 
special quests and 
presentations. The ‘Best Country 
Song’ final, sponsored by Country 
Music Round Up will be held at 
lunchtime. Eight artistes 
competing plus special quest 
country band. The evening starts 
with a reception for competitors, 
judges, press and 


special quests. The contest forthe 
“Best Popular Song’ will be an 
exciting two hour show featuring 
some excellent performing and 
writing talent. Before the results 
are announced there will be a 
Surprise guest act performing and 
the final awards ceremony will 
follow to close the evening. 


THE AWARDS 


@ Winning writers and artistes 
will receive a variety of prizes 
from sponsors together with their 
trophies and the basic prize fund 
value is £2,000.00. In addition to 
the prizes a single record release 
is guaranteed for the winning 
Popular song. 


PREVIOUS WINNERS 


@ The winning popular song from 
1987 is now the subject of a single 
record by Letitia Dean of TV's 
Eastenders and should be 
released in May. ‘You Taught Me 
Everything | Know’. 


@ The 1987 winning country song 
- ‘Slow Dancin’ In The Rain’ is now 
on a compilation album together 
with other winning songs since 
1985 - called ‘Rich in Love’. 


SPILL THE BEANS 


BUS MANS HOLIDAY 


@ Over Easter whilst Mac went up 
to Scotland to see his Mum & Dad, 
Sue & Tony Curtis went down to 
the Wembley Festival. It was 
super for them to meet so many 
friends and enjoy their company 
afterwards at the 6th C.M.R.U. 
“House Party’ at Watford... A 
funny incident happened at 
Wembley - it was A CASE OF 
MISTAKEN IDENTITY. When 
walking round the Wembley 
Festival Exhibition area, a 
gentleman came up to Sue and 


asked if she would sign his 
Festival programme. Feeling very 
flattered to have been recognized - 
Sue took out her pen, she looked 
down at the picture which the gent 
wanted her to sign - and smiled 
when she saw it was Sarah Jory. 


Sue did have her hair up in 
bunches at the time, so perhaps 
that explains the 

mistake! Anyway she was more 
than pleased to be taken for an 
eighteen year old!!! 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


1-3 JULY 1988 
—— 28-30 OCTOBER 1988 
18-20 NOVEMBER 1988 


fot ~=Norbreck 
Castle Hotel 


TWO at the fabulous 
COUNTRY MUSIC 
BLACKPOOL 


FULLY INCLUSIVE 
The Price Includes ..... DINNER ON FRIDAY 


mere 


Sasa 


Sete 


BREAKFAST & LUNCH ON SUNDAY 
AND ALL YOUR COUNTRY ENTERTAINMENT 


radio, telephone and tea and coffee making facilities. 


FRI. 24th to SUN. 26th JUNE '88 | FRI. 1st to SUN. 3rd JULY '88 
TONY BEST INTRODUCES- TONY BEST INTRODUCES. 
WESLEY PARKER (USA) PHILOMENA BEGLEY 
COLORADO RAYMOND FPO 
CLOVIS NASHVI 9 OCs 
BOBBIE & NASHVILLE PRIDE | cor’ SO-oN LINE 
CIRCUIT JUDGE .< & BARRY 

IONA & ANDY Qh) “JUNTRY COMPANY 
RICKI SYLVA - SY" IAN ASHCROFT’S 

IAN ASHCROFT COUNTRY EXPRESS 
and joint compere and joint compere 

VIC WOODHOUSE VIC WOODHOUSE 


Sosa 


Sioas 


SS 
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Overlooking The Beautiful Poole Harbour 


Rockley Sands Hol. Centre 
Sat. 1 to Sat. 8 Oct. 1988 


Host & Compere TONY BEST proudly presents 
ALL-STAR COUNTRY MUSIC GALA WEEK 


DANCING TO TOP COUNTRY BANDS * LUNCHTIME COUNTRY PARTY 
SQUARE DANCING « LATE BARS * SINGALONGS « GREAT ENTERTAINMENT 


Featuring 


GEORGE MOODY & THE COUNTRY SQUIRES - THE RAYMOND FROGGATT BAND 
IONA & ANDY * BOB NEWMAN & CAROLE GORDON « JOHNNY MARKS 
TONY GOODACRE & SARAH JORY + LORNE GIBSON * MANSON GRANT & THE DYNAMOS 
THE LINDSEY ST. JOHN BAND * THE BRAZIL BAND « PINKERTONS COLOURS 
DAVE SHERIFF & NICKI CLARKE * THE BRAZIL BAND » SHAUN MICHAEL 
THE COTTON MILL BOYS » NASHVILLE FEVER * SPELLBOUND 
‘ JOE E HAMILTON & CHAPPARAL 


Britain's No.1 Country Disco \AN ASHCROFT'S COUNTRY EXPRESS 
Square Dancing featuring the talents of RAY GODFREY 


COMFORTABLE SELF-CATERING ACCOMMODATION IN FOUR AND FIVE STAR LUXURY CARAVANS. 


TONY BEST LEISURE 
Presents 


SIX MORE GREAT EVENTS © 


Situated right on the sea-front at the North end of 
Blackpool’s promenade, the superb Norbreck Castle Hotel 
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER ON SATURDAY is the venue for 3 of our country music weekends in 1988. 
All of the 350 bedrooms have private bathrooms, colour TV, 


NORBRECK CASTLE HOTEL, BLACKPOOL 
~ SUSSEX COAST HOLIDAY CENTRE, MIDDLETON-ON-SEA 
PONTINS, SAND BAY, WESTON SUPER MARE 


1988 | At Wallis’s Holiday Supercentre 


7TH CAYTON BAY 


ALL-STAR 
SOUNF EY CSIC Nr. Scarborough 
ON THE NORTH YORKSHIRE COAST 


GALA WEEK 
Sat. 24 Sept. to Sat. 1 Oct. 1988 


Joint Comperes TONY BEST & VIC WOODHOUSE proudly present 
Britain's No.1 Country Disco. 


\AN ASHCROFT’'S COUNTRY EXPRESS 

Square Dancing featuring the talents of RAY GODFREY 
PLUS A GREAT PROGRAMME OF ENTERTAINMENT 
FEATURING THE RAYMOND FROGGATT BAND 

BOB MCcKINLAY & DIXIE FRIED, COLORADO. POACHER 

JOE E HAMILTON & CHAPPARAL | MANSON GRANT & 

THE DYNAMOS. THE DAVE BRYAN TRIO. BOB NEWMAN 

& CAROLE GORDON. THE TEXAS STEAMBOAT CO. 

BOBBIE & NASHVILLE PRIDE, JOHNNY MARKS, PAUL ROGERS 


JOLENE & BARRY. BREAKER ONE-9. ART MARSHALL 
THE ANDREWS BROTHERS, COUNTRY COMPANY. 


PLUS STEEL GUITAR FESTIVAL DAY 
featuring GERRY HOGAN, SARAH, ROD KING, 
SLIM PICKINS, LINDA & ARTHUR JAMES 
RAY KEDGE 


+ MANY MORE 
PLUS GREAT REUNION OF HICKORY LAKE 


List of Artistes subject to alteration 
PLUS THE FULL AMENITIES AND 
ENTERTAINMENTS OF THE 
SUPERCENTRE 


IONA & ANDY. GARY ROBERTS. SHAUN MICHAEL 
COMFORTABLE SELF-CATERING 
ACCOMMODATION IN VILLAS, BUNGALOWS 
AND SUPER 28' CARAVANS 


FROM ONLY 


£20.00. 


NON-STOP per person 
COUNTRY ENTERTAINMENT (Based on 6 people 


sharing a Villa or 
Caravan) 


Optional Day-time Coach Excursions 
Light Hearted Sports Competitions 
Generous Party Discounts Available 


11am to 2pm and 6pm to 1.30pm 
EVERY DAY 


BPotlers «::.... 


Fri. 14th to Sun. 16th October 1988 


You are invited to join us for another All-Star Country Music Weekend at this splendid up-market 
Leisure Complex in October. BOOK EARLY AS WE ARE GOING TO BE FULL UP 


FULLY INCLUSIVE - The price includes - Dinner on Friday, Full Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner on Saturday, 


Sunday. And All Your Country Entertainment 


Tony Best & Vic Woodhouse 
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SOLD OUT ——_ 


proudly present 
COLORADO POACHER 
THE RUBY RENDALL BAND 
THE DUFFY BROTHERS 
BOB NEWMAN & CAROLE GORDON 
IONA & ANDY IAN ASHCROFT’S 


“OUTDOOR HEATED SWIMMING POOL * INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL * GLASS-BACKED SQUASH COURTS * 
JACUZZI * SAUNA * SOLARIUM * PUTTING GREEN * INDOOR 
BOWLING GREEN * TARGET BOWLS * 2 BADMINTON COURTS 
* PITCH & PUTT * SUPERB BARS AND LOUNGES * EVERY 
CHALET IS CENTRALLY HEATED AND HAS COLOUR TV, 
RADIO, PRIVATE BATHROOM, SHOWER & TOILET PLUS TEA 
MAKING FACILITIES, HAND TOWELS AND SOAP * FIVE-STAR 
CUISINE * TOP FLIGHT COUNTRY MUSIC 


ONLY £57 PLUS VAT PER PERSON 
CHILDREN HALF PRICE! 


Parsee 
COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


FULLY EQUIPPED WITH FREE COLOUR TELEVISION, TOILET - SHOWER - FRIDGE - COOKER - 
FIRE - HOT & COLD WATER - FULLY FITTED KITCHEN - CROCKERY - CUTLERY - POTS & PANS - 


ONLY £110 plus VAT PER CARAVAN 
FREE GAS & ELECTRICITY 


Fri-Sun 11 to 13 NOVEMBER 88 


SAND BAY HOLIDAY CENTRE 
WESTON-SUPER-MARE 


ADULTS £57 


CHILDREN HALF PRICE 
PLUS VAT PER PERSON 


THE PRICE INCLUDES 

Dinner on Friday Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner on Saturday 
Breakfast & Lunch on Sunday 

AND ALL YOUR COUNTRY ENTERTAINMENT 
CENTRALLY HEATED CHALETS 

WAITRESS SERVICE AT MEALS 


INDOOR HEATED SWIMMING POOL 
SAUNA TEASMADE INCHALETS SOLARIUM 


TONY BEST LEISURE 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH PONTINS 
Proudly present 

SPILL THE BEANS 
SPELLBOUND DANE STEVENS 


DAVE SHERIFF & NICKI CLARKE 
THE RAYMOND FROGGATT BAND 
THE COLLIER-DIXON LINE 

IONA & ANDY IAN ASHCROFT’S 
COUNTRY EXPRESS 


The centrally heated chalets are great. The company is great. The foodis great and the entertainment 
is superb. Best of all though is the friendly convivial atmosphere generated by the staff, quests and 


entertainei together. Itmakes for a real happy family country style weekend. We'd love to have you with us 


COUNTRY EXPRESS 


Fri. 25 to Sun. 27 Nov 88 
£54 


FULLY INCLUSIVE 
PER PERSON 


CHILDREN 

HALF PRICE 

PLUS VAT 

TONY BEST & 

VIC WOODHOUSE Joint Comperes - present 


MANSON GRANT & THE DYNAMOS CIRCUITJUDGE DAVE BRYAN TRIO 
RAYMOND FROGGATT BAND ANDREWS BROTHERS THE DUFFY BROTHERS 
BOB NEWMAN & CAROLEGORDON IAN ASHCROFT’S COUNTRY EXPRESS 


@ Norbreck 
Castle Hotel 


BLACKPOOL 


The Price Includes ..... DINNER ON FRIDAY 
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER ON SATURDAY 
BREAKFAST & LUNCH ON SUNDAY 

AND ALL YOUR COUNTRY ENTERTAINMENT 


Situated right on the sea-front at the North end of 
Blackpool's promenade, the superb Norbreck Castle Hotel 
is the venue for 3 of our country music weekends in 1988. 


All of the 350 bedrooms have private bathrooms, : TV, 
radio, telephone and tea and coffee making facilities. 


‘LISTS OF ARTISTS SUBJECT TO ALTERATION’ 
Send NOW for FREE Brochure containing details of all TBL Events in 1988 
‘Phone (0743) 236603 or write to 233 Lancaster Road, Heath Farm, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY1 3ND 


833 
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@ While politicians continually deceive us with their immoral lies, manipulation 
of truths, and resort to political jargon, we become increasingly sceptical about 
accepting anything for fear that we are being shafted... However, just plain old 
fashioned honest-to-goodness fact substantiates that country music has at last 
made a major breakthrough and asserted itself as a potent music force in the UK: 
that it now accounts for a bigger slice of overall record sales here than the 
combined buying power inveterate country music fans alone could muster. 


@ Itis abundantly clear that country music has now amassed a greater following 
over and above the usual specialist market, attracted larger audiences to live 
shows, gained more across-the-board needle-time on radio and more exposure on 
television than at any previous time when it has shown a decided rise in 
popularity. And, whereas, on prior terms, the general music press spurned 
country music as being unworthy of inclusion in their trendy pages, its new found 
Status now ensures frequent, and largely enthusiastic, coverage in all of the 
national pop weeklies. For sure, country music has grown too big to be over 
looked any longer! 


@ There are several reasons behind the remarkably sudden, almost total 
exorcism of the ghostly stigma that once constantly haunted country music, 
foremost amongst them the emergence of a whole new generation of young, gifted, 


..newsline... 
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free-thinking individuals whose music defies pre-erected barriers and contains a 
rugged strength and character which attracts adherents wherever it is heard. It at 
once both borrows, unprejudiced, from existing music forms and creates new 
ones, is as old as the past yet as new as the present is profoundly traditional yet 
innovatively modern. And each of its exponents adds his, or her, own personal 
nuances - twists of originality and unique interpretations - all widely diffused yet 
inextricably linked by tangibly strong and binding threads. It is the past, the 
present and the future of country music all rolled into one - and it has been given 
the blanket tag of ‘New Country’! 


@ Inthe ever-increasing ranks of intelligent, modern-minded ‘New Country’ 
singer, songwriter, musicians there are the inevitable leaders; front-runners who 
dictate the course and carry the rest of the field with them as they pass the post and 
enter the winners’ enclosure. Right up in the vanguard, among the odds-on 
favourites, are a brace of full-blooded thoroughbreds, both MCA acts, who - in the 
wake of excellent and reassuringly big-selling debut albums for the company - now 
have their all-crucial stamina testing follow-ups unveiled - Lyle Lovett and Nanci 
Griffith... 


10 Acts booked for C.M.A’s 
‘Route ’88’ Promotion. 
@ Randy Travis, Asleep At The JUNE 


Wheel, T.Graham Brown, Rosie 1/2/4 Rosie Flores 
Flores, Lyle Lovett, k.d.Lang, 10/11 T Graham Brown 


Kathy Mattea, New Grass Revival, 16 K. T. Oslin 
K.T. Oslin and Sweethearts Of The 17 Lyle Lovett and 
Rodeo have all confirmed UK his large band 
dates this month, as part of the 18/20 Sweethearts of the Rodeo 
‘Route '88’ promotional campaign 19/20 Asleep at the Wheel 
and courtesy of Continental 21 Kathy Mattea 
Airlines all acts will appear with 23 k.d. Lang 
Nae co Eas JUNE 29/30 & JULY 1 
New Grass Revival 


@ The following are varied 
venues and dates, in addition to 
the previously announced one-off 
shows at the Royal Albert Hall, on 


@ The ‘Route 88’ package is 
being co-ordinated by the London 


Sunday June 19th, featuring Randy _—-Mfice of the C.M.A. 
Travis, plus Sweethearts of the @ For more details telephone: 
Rodeo and Kathy Mattea. Martin Satterthwaite 01 930 2445. 


RATTLESNAKE 
ANNIE 


@ Rattlesnake Annie continues 
her first ever nationwide tour of the 
British Isles, stretching over five 
weeks and taking in club and 
theatrical venues. 


@ Prior to the commencement of 
the tour, CBS Records re-released 
her successful single Long Black 
Limousine - a duet with Willie 
Nelson, culled from the 
‘Rattlesnake Annie’ album. 


NANCI GRIFFITH 
LITTLE LOVE AFFAIRS 
MCA MCF 3413 


ANYONE CAN BE SOMEBODY'S FOOL: | 
KNEW LOVE: NEVER MIND: LOVE WORE A 
HALO (BACK BEFORE THE WAR): SO LONG 
AGO; GULF COAST HIGHWAY: LITTLE LOVE 
AFFAIRS: | WISH IT WOULD RAIN: 
OUTBOUND PLANE: | WOULD CHANGE MY 
LIFE: SWEET DREAMS WILL COME. 


Nanci Griffith, too, is most definately 
one of the biggest talents around 
right now and itis no secret that | 
regard her as the ‘New Queen’ 
(even if such a title is neither 
necessary or of particular interest 
and | only use it as a means of 
emphasizing a point). | re-endorse 
that opinion now and, even if there 
are subtle alterations in the 
backings which occasionally sap 
her natural folk roots and veer alittle 
closer to the mainstream in an 
erroneous attempt to equate wider 
popularity, her singing and writing 
are still as potent as ever. Nanci 
hasn't changed and nor do her 
backings need to, no matter how 
slightly, as she is rapidly gaining a 
wider audience by sounding natural 
and folksiness is part of her 

charm. However, nothing drastic 
has occured as yet and her folksy 
authenticity remains for the most 
part intact. 


As the title indicates, this is a 
collection of love songs and, in the 
seven penned by Nanci, there are 
certain reference points linked to 
earlier compositions which indicate 
the situations are real and of a 
personal nature. There are also 
pointers that the same lover(s) crop 
up over again throughout her songs 
and that, at some stage in her life, 
she lost someone who was 
particularly important to her: ‘Once | 
hada love from Georgia pines, Who 
only cared for me, | wanna find that 
love of twenty-two, Here at thirty- 
three.’ She almost always refers to 
love in the past tense and it could 
well be the lover from the latter who 
resurfaces in the title track: ‘When | 
wake in the night and find that I'm 
dreaming, You're the first thought in 
my mind, Love's a fair weather 
friend when you're lonely, You are 
my summer state of mind.’ Nanci’s 
lyrics are heartfelt and beautiful, but 
it seems the price she paid for her 
ability - or the experiences which 
allowed her the insight behind that 
ability - is loneliness. 


The backings, despite my earlier 
criticism (which is more aimed at 
what might occur if a merely vaguely 
detected drift towards 
commercialism is allowed to 
progress unchecked), retain much 
of that delicious rootsy flavour of 
Nanci’s earlier recordings. A 
splendid cast of unsurpassable 
pickers includes Mark O'Connor, 
Danny Flowers, Jon Goin, Lloyd 
Green, ex-Amazing Ryhthm Ace 
James B. Hooker, Billy Joe Walker 
Jr., and three-quarters of New 
Grass Revival. ‘Sweet Dreams Will 
Come’ was penned by John 
Stewart, who also lends electric 
lead guitar to the track and joins 
Nanci in vocal duet, sounding - if a 
little forced in places - remarkably 
like a certain one-time outlaw 
turned pillar of the establishment 
did in his more rebellious days. 


Even if it does contain a fractionally 
closer tendency towards 
commercial marketability, Nanci 
hasn’t compromised her integrity 
and ‘Little Love Affairs’ is, like all her 
albums, yet another jewel in the 
crown of a ‘New Queen’ of 
authentic, deep-rooted folk-based 
country music. To lift a line from 
one of her earlier songs, Nanci 
Griffith must truly have been 
allowed to ‘drink from the poet's 
wine’! 


OOOOOO00O00 
OOOOO0000 


ALBUMS 


LYLE LOVETT 
PONTIAC 
MCA / Cur MCF 3389 


IF | HAD A BOAT: GIVE BACK MY HEART: | 
LOVED YOU YESTERDAY: WALK THROUGH 
THE BOTTOMLAND: L.A. COUNTY: SHE'S NO 
LADY: M-O-N-E-Y: BLACK AND BLUE: 
SIMPLE SONG: PONTIAC: SHE’S HOT TO GO. 


If it were possible to pin Lyle Lovett 
down, to neatly place him in one tidy 
little slot, his artistic merit would 
suffer and a truly liberated talent 
would be repressed. He's rural 
simplicity and urban refinement 
combined, equally at home in 
forests of pine or concrete and all 
the better for his versatility. His 
music is country to the core, yetis at 
the same time also blues and jazz, 
folk and swing, and rock ‘n’ roll, an 
integration of down-home roots and 
sophisticated citified 

permutations. Itshatters more than 
merely breaks every rule in the book 
with blatant defiance that pays off 
and over reaches all established 
parameters, carrying them forward 
to set new frontiers. What Lovett 
does today, others will follow 
tomorrow. 


Every Lovett song, and these are all 
Lovett songs, is a self-contained 
story - a complete, finely-detailed 
but uncluttered study in the art of 
good writing, which, whether 
autobiographical or elaborately 
coloured by part truth and part 
fantasy, never sounds forced or 
pretentious. If he resorts to the 
tricks of his former trade, 
journalism, and digs up the odd 
stock cliche, he precedes it with 
quotable quotes of his own creation: 
‘The preacher asked her, And she 
said | do, The preacher asked me, 
And she said yes he does too, And 
the preacher said | pronounce you 
99 to life, Son she’s no lady she’s 
your wife.’ The closer may be 
rather hackneyed but its 
forerunners are totally novel, and 
such glittering phrases are the 
prototype of stereotype - classic 
creations which soon pass into 
common everyday usage. 


The central characters - usually 
himself - are eternal drifters, 
constantly on the road and either 
running from or, when lonely, 
searching for ties, preferably 
casual. His female acquaintances 
are more often than not loose, easy- 
virtued barflies and women of the 
night, all looking for a good time, 
and if he does strike what could 
develop into a lasting relationship, 
the object of his affection is either 
unfaithful or a gold-digger, or 
both. He constantly spends his 
time with women who either 
abandon him or he, in turn, cannot 
wait to abandon, resulting in 
relationships which are often 
overcast with disillusionment and 
cynicism: *...love, In this world,’ he 
sneers in ‘M-O-N-E-Y’, ‘Ain't 
nothing you can’t buy.’ 


Aided by a first-rate, anything but 
mainstream, ten-piece band, and 
with the vocal assistance cf 
Emmylou Harris (‘L.A. County’ and 
‘Walk Through The Bottomland’ - 
also on single) and Vince Gill (‘Give 
Back My Heart’), the extra-sensory 
singer and writer crafts another 
winner to match his first 

album. Totally unique and totally 
unconventional, Lyle Lovett has the 
ability to relate on both cultural and 
intellectual levels, and is 
undoubtedly one of the biggest 
talents around at this moment in 
time. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


2.0 THE WORDS THAT GO WITH THE MUSIC 


COLORADO0 @e@eeee 
EXCLUSIVE 
Trim Top T1107 


CRAZY CELTIC MUSIC: YOU TWO TIMED ME 
ONE TOO MANY: WILL THE CIRCLE BE 
UNBROKEN: MAKIN FRIENDS: A LITTLE BIT 
CRAZY: LEAVIN EYES: DARCY FARROW: 
FREE TO BE: | WON'T TAKE LESS THAN YOUR 
LOVE: THE DARK ISLAND. 


Once again Scotlands pride and joy 
have come up with a varied and 
enjoyable album that they went all 
the way to Nashville to lay 

down. Among the musical delights 
is ‘Crazy Celtic Music’ a traditional 
tune to which Geordie Jack has 
added some tongue in cheek lyrics 
that are narrated by Tommy Collins 
the American singer / songwriter 
while on Geordie's Makin Friends 
an enjoyable tribute to the now 
world wide appeal of country 
music. Colorado are aided vocally 
by the international Ambassador of 
Country Music himself, George 
Hamilton lV. Paul Overstreet and 
Don Schlitz’s ‘| Won’t Take Less 
Than Your Love’ receives an 
excellent reading as does Eddy 
Ravens ‘A Little Bit Crazy’. 


lan MacLachlans ‘Dark Island’ 
conjures up personal memories of 
holidays spent in the Hebridean 
Islands, which | suppose is why it 
just pips ‘Darcy Farrow’ as my stand 
out track on a stand out 

album. Exclusive may be the title 
but I sincerely hope it soon 
becomes common property. 


IMPORT @®@eeceee 


GEARY HANLEY 
STRAIGHT TO MY HEART 
KANSA KA640 


PRIDE OF TEXAS: STRAIGHT TO MY HEART: 
DIXIE: ONE MORE REASON TO HATE 
CALIFORNIA: WHERE DOES LOVE GO (When 
It Dies): MONDAY MORNING MONROE 
LOUISIANA BLUES: MEMORY REMOVER: 
SOMEBODY LOSES: GOOD OLE NIGHTS: I'M 
GETTING EVEN WITH YOU: YOU'RE HOLDING 
TOO MANY HEARTS IN YOUR HAND: MIDDLE 
CLASS BLUES. 


Straight To My Heart starts off with a 
bang with the lively ‘Pride of Texas’ 
featuring some exciting fiddle 
highlighting Oklahoma born Geary 
Hanley’s solid country voice, while 
the title track proves that Geary is 
equally at home with strong country 
ballads. 

Ronny Light's / Michael Puryear’s 
‘Dixie’ is another powerful ballad 
that allows Geary to excerise his 
vocal chords with style while the 
catchy and melodic ‘One More 
Reason To Hate California’ 
provides a nice contrast of style and 
pace. Garland Frady is aname 
from the past and both ‘Where Does 
Love Go (When It Dies)’ and 
‘Monday Morning Monroe 
Louisiana Blues’ are fine examples 
of his songwriting talent with ‘Where 
Does Love Go’ etc., being my 
favourite album track. 


Side two follows the same pattern 
as side one with an interesting and 
enjoyable mixture of up tempo 
tunes like Allen Greene’s ‘Memory 
Remover’ and Michael Heeney's / 
Al Cuniff's ‘Good Ole Nights’ 
contrasting with great ballads such 
as ‘Somebody Loses’ and ‘I’m 
Getting Even With You’. If you 
can't get this from your friendly 
record importer then drop an IRC to 
Kansa Records at PO Box 1014, 
Lebanon, Tennessee 37088, USA 
for further details. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


IMPORT ®®© © ©@@ 


JOHN HARTFORD 
ME OH MY, HOW TIME DOES FLY 
Flying Fish FF440 


SKIPPIN IN THE MISSISSIPPI DEW: THE 
JULIA BELL SWAIN: MISS FERRIS: BOOGIE: 
GUM TREE CANOE: GENTLE ON MY MIND: IN 
TALL BUILDINGS: NOBODY EATS AT 
LINEBAUGHS ANYMORE: GOOD OLD 
ELECTRIC WASHING MACHINE-CIRCA 1943: 
I'M STILL HERE. 


This anthology features the multi 
talented John Hartford with a 
selection of tracks taken from seven 
of his Flying Fish albums. John’s 
signiture tune and arguably his best 
known composition ‘Gentle On My 
Mind’ is of course included as is the 
title track from the Gum Tree Canoe 
album. On this latter track Mark 
O'Connor, Jerry Douglas and Sam 
Bush are just three of the very 
talented musicians who also 
appear. John’s banjo is well to the 
fore on tracks such as ‘Miss Ferris’ 
and ‘Skippin In The Mississippi 
Dew’ while ‘In Tall Buildings’ 
features John on Guitar 
accompanied by such stalwarts as 
Benny Martin, Mac Wiseman and 
Buddy Eamons. 


At times John has been known to 
record some rather strange material 
and they don’t come much stranger 
than ‘Boogie’ with its heavy 
breathing, creaking stairs and notto 
mention some added groaning: | 
certainly never know quite what to 
expect next from this strange 
musical genius as in total contrast to 
the weirdness of ‘Boogie’ is the 
sheer poetry and beauty of the 
delightful ‘Gum Tree Canoe’. 


John Hartford is a musical 
storyteller whose tales bear 
listening time and time again so if 
you like your music a little on the 
unusual side with excellent picking 
then grab a copy of ‘My Oh My’ etc. 


QOOOUOO0O00 
OOOOOOOOO 


VARIOUS 
‘Devoted To You' 
Platinum 


16 tracks that should have 
extremely wide appeal. There’s 
country songs by country singers, 
country songs by M.O.R. 
performers, country orientated pop 
songs and fringe country 

material. For instance; ‘Crazy’ 
(PATSY CLINE), ‘Happy 
Anniversary’ (SLIM WHITMAN), 
‘With Pen In Hand’ (VICKI CARR), 
‘Hurt’ (TIMI YURO), ‘She Wears My 
Ring’ (SOLOMON BURKE) and 

an unusual medley, ‘Devoted To 
You / Ebony Eye / Love Hurts 
(EVERLY BROTHERS). There’s 
also a little Irish included; ‘Wheel Of 
Fortune’, ‘When | Leave The World 
Behind’ (ROSE MARIE), ‘Pal Of My 
Cradle Days’ (ANNE BREEN) and 
‘| Will Love You All My Life’ 
(FOSTER & ALLEN). 


| found this to be a unique album in 
that all of my family, with their 
varied musical tastes, found 
something to suit them. Track 
round up: ‘Some Broken Hearts 
Never Mend’, ‘All I’m missing Is 
You’ (DON WILLIAMS), ‘Sing Me 
An Old Fashioned Song’ (BILLIE 
JO SPEARS), ‘Have | Got Some 
Blues For You’ (CHARLEY PRIDE), 
‘| Fall To Pieces’ (PATSY CLINE), 
‘So Sad’ (EVERLY BROTHERS). 


OOOOOO0O 


MICK FLAVIN 


‘Introducing Mick Flavin’ 
(Prism) 


| must admit to not having heard of 
Irishman MICK FLAVIN before but 
I'm really glad to make his 
acquaintance. Mick has a real 
country voice and a genuine feeling 
for the music. The ten tracks 

on this album have a sixties feel to 
them, which is great by me for that 
was an era when country was 
country and there were no 
arguments. Only one track, 
‘Tipperary So Far Away’, betrays 
the guy’s irish roots. I'm sure you'll 
enjoy as much as | do DREAM OF 
ME: WHO WILL | BE LOVING: THE 
PRECIOUS JEWEL: COME BACK 
TODAY: GONE, GONE, GONE: 
AFTER THE FIRE IS GONE: 
NEVER WAS A FOOL: LITTLE 
BITTY HEART. 


“PROPER WOME RODE 
NOC TSE 


DANIEL O’DONNELL 
‘The Boy From Donegal’ 
(Prism) 


lreland’s newest superstar 
DANIEL O'DONNELL has 
achieved phenomenal success 
during the past three 

years. Appearances at both U.K. 
top festivals, a sell out U.K. tour and 
his three Ritz albums all in the 
British country chart at one time. It 
is interesting therefore to look 
back at this performer to see what 
he was doing before he achieved 
that mix of country and Irish that 
seems to appeal to so many 
people. ‘The Boy From Donegal’ 
(Prism) does just that. Recorded in 
1984, the album offers ten solidly 
Irish tunes sung in that warm 
O’Donnell way. Tracks: 
DONEGAL SHORE: THE OLD 
RUSTIC BRIDGE: GALWAY 

BAY: FORTY SHADES OF 
GREEN: MY SIDE OF THE ROAD: 
5,000 MILES FROM SLIGO: THE 
OLD BOG ROAD: SLIEVENAMON: 
NOREEN BAWN: BALLYHOE. An 
interesting collection that will 
increase in value as Daniel 
inevitably moves on to greater 
success. 


IMPORT @@eeeeoe$o 


GLENDA FAYE 
FLAT PICKIN’ FAVOURITES 
Flying Fish FF 432 


BLACK MOUNTAIN RAG: HOME SWEET 
HOME: WILDWOOD FLOWER: DOWN 
YONDER: SPANISH GRASS: BILL CHEATUM: 
ORANGE BLOSSOM SPECIAL: FADED LOVE: 
OZARK RAG: ROCKY TOP: ST. ANNE'S REEL: 
SOLDIERS JOY: BEAUMONT RAG. 


If you are an affecienado of guitar 
music then this album is a must for 
your collection for not only is 
Glenda’s picking absolutely 
superb but her photo on the cover 
would decorate and enhance any 
red blooded males room. Glendais 
assisted by Vassar Clements on 
fiddle, Jesse McReynolds on 
mandolin, Bobby Thompson on 
banjo, Roy Huskey Jr on bass and 
Nancy Given on snare drum while 
as an added bonus the legendary 
Bill Monroe adds his mandolin 
pickin to the line up on both ‘Down 
Yonder’ and ‘Ozark Rag’. 


There's very little left to say about 
this album other than ‘sheer magic’ 
and if you like acoustic guitar music 
then miss this one at your 

peril. Highly recommended and 
well on its way to being my 
instrumental album of the year. 


BRITISH CASSETTE 


JOHN C KING 
KING'S COUNTRY 
Donside CDR 006 


BEHIND THE FOOTLIGHTS: THE LORD MADE 
A HOBO OUT OF ME: THAT'S HOW! 
MEASURE MY LOVE: I'VE ALREADY 
CHEATED ON YOU: THEY'RE ALL THE 

SAME: BEDTIME STORIES: COLD WINDY 
CITY OF CHICAGO: A WALK ON THE 
OUTSIDE: TOM DOOLEY: LIFE TURNED HER 
THAT WAY: BY HOOK OR BY CROOK: YOU'LL 
BE HOME. 


As far as I'm concerned Irelands 
loss is our gain and I'm glad that 
John C King now resides this side of 
the water as it gives me the 
opportunity of attending a lot more 
ofhis gigs. His powerful voice has a 
hard edge to it that could never be 
anything but stone country and a 
listen to King’s Country convinces 
me that John is well up among the 
top ten UK country soloists. The 
J.C.K. vocal chords are equally at 
home on up tempo numbers such 
as Boxies ‘The Lord Made A Hobo 
Out Of Me’ and ‘Cold Windy City Of 
Chicago’ as they are with powerful 
and moving ballads such as ‘A Walk 
On The Outside’ and ‘I’ve Already 
Cheated On You’ or Harlan 
Howards ‘Life's Turned Her That 
Way’. Home Grown country music 
gets an airing with the inclusion of 
the late Mick (Shag) Connors 
delightful and melodic ‘By Hook Or 
By Crook’ and ‘You'll be Home’ 
from the pen of Scotlands Stuart 
Ross an enjoyable ballad that 
comes replete with the Huntley and 
District Pipe Band. 


Among the well known names that 
provide the musical backing are 
Ruby Rendall, Allan Thompson, 
Mackie Sutherland and Charlie 
Arkin all helping to make this an 
extremely enjoyable release and 
yet another home grown product 
that I’m glad to add to my collection. 
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3 KENTISH TOWN ROAD, LONDON NW4. 


beside camden town tube 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


Price £3.00 ; 
PEVUMMABLE ON FIRST ORDER: 


The Willows, Dodds Road, Attleborough, Norfolk, NR17 2HH 
Telephone: Attleborough (0953) 452040 


SALT BOX BAND 

OUR SALT OF MUSIC 

ARTIFICIAL HEART: A WALK ON THE 
OUTSIDE: IS THERE LIFE AFTER DENVER: 
BRING YOUR GOOD LOVING HOME TO ME: 
GIVE ME ONE MORE CHANCE: TENNESSEE 
RIVER: I'M BESIDE MYSELF: FEELS SO 
RIGHT: BEST OF ALL POSSIBLE WORLDS: 
LADY DOWN ON LOVE. 


This is the second Salt Box tape that 
I've had the chance of reviewing 
and once again the throaty 
sounding and attractive lead vocals 
of Fred’ Johnson are complimented 
by vocal harmony from Adrian 
Lennard and Ricky Kent. The 
fourth member of the band Kevin 
Collins lays down some fine steel 
playing that comes to the fore on 


ballads such as ‘Feels So Right’ 
and ‘Lady Down On Love’ while 
guest session musician Drew 
Taylor fiddles his heart out on 
‘Tennessee River’ and ‘Best Of All 
Possible Worlds’ to name but two. 


There is a nice variety of style and 
tempo ranging from the powerful ‘A 
Walk On The Outside’ to the lively 
toe tapping ‘Give Me One More 
Chance’ all helping to make this a 
tape that you'll want to play again 
and again. 


Ted Taylor on keyboards and Bill 
Robery on lead guitar have also 
recruited to help fill out the sound of 
the usual four piece group that | 
have yet to catch live. 
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TOP-SINGLES -TOP - ALBUMS 


FOR WEEK ENDING MAY 21, 1988 


Compiled from a national sample of radio playlists. 


ARTIST 
LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 


* * NO.1 * & 
LweekatNo.One @ KATHY MATTEA 
MERCURY 870 148-7 


IRIECOMRIDS 


TITLE ARTIST 
PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 


IT DON'T COME EASY TANYA TUCKER 
(CRUTCHFIELD (0.L.GIBSON, C.KARP) CAPITOL 44142 


MERLE HAGGARD 
EPIC 34-07754/CBS RECORDS 


EDDY RAVEN 
RCA 6831 


DOLLY PARTON, LINDA RONSTADT, EMMYLOU HARRIS 
(PARTON) WARNER BROS. 7-27970 


OF SIGHT AND ON MY MIND @ BILLY JOE ROYAL 
(B.BURCH, R.PEOPLES) ATLANTIC AMERICA 799364/ATLANTIC 


@ SKIP EWING 
MCA 53271 


LARRY, STEVE, RUDY: THE GATLIN BROTHERS 
COLUMBIA 38-07747/CBS RECORDS 


KENNY ROGERS 
RCA 6832-7 


SWEETHEARTS OF THE RODEO 
COLUMBIA 38-07757/CBS RECORDS 


ROSANNE CASH 
COLUMBIA 38-07746/CBS RECORDS 


[2] 3]4 [i] BABY I'M YOURS STEVE WARINER 

J.BOWEN,S.WARINER (S.WARINER, G.CLARK) MCA 53287 
OLD FOLKS @ RONNIE MILSAP & MIKE REID 
J @| 5] 7 | | 12 | eo ee wmsae (MREID) RCA 6896-7 


YOUNG COUNTRY @ HANK WILLIAMS, JR. 
B.BECKETT.H.WILLIAMS.JR.J.E NORMAN (H.WILLIAMS JR.) WARNER BROS. 7-28120 


WHAT SHE A WOMAN IN L' EARL THOMAS CONLEY 
Nader att ScMUecS en cONEY (B.MCDILL, PHARRISON) RCA 6894-7 


ALABAMA 

RCA 6902-7 

WAYS LATE WITH YOUR KISSES @ DWIGHT YOAKAM 
(LFRIZZELL, BSCRAWFORD) REPRISE 7-27994 


"EM UP JOE VERN GOSDIN 
(HL.COCHRAN, V.GOSDIN, D.DILLON, B.CANNON) COLUMBIA 38-07762/CBS RECORDS 


WORKIN’ MAN (NOWHERE TO GO) NITTY GRITTY DIRT BAND 
4.LEO (J.FADDEN) WARNER BROS. 7-27940 


MICHAEL JOHNSON 
RCA 6833-7 


CONWAY TWITTY 
MCA 53276 


@ DAVID LYNN JONES 
MERCURY 870 128-7 


TO THE WRONG MAN = MICHAEL MARTIN MURPHEY (WITH RYAN MURPHEY) 
NORMAN (M.MURPHEY) WARNER BROS. 7.2794) 


FOSTER AND LLOYD 
RCA 6900-7 


THE OAK RIDGE BOYS 
MCA 53272 


@ RANDY TRAVIS 
WARNER BROS. 7-27969 


@ THE O'KANES 
COLUMBIA 38-07736/CBS RECORDS 


NO MORE ONE MORE TIME JO-EL SONNIER 
BLHALVERSON.R.BENNETT (T.SEALS. D.KIRBY) RCA 6895-7 


HE"S BACK AND I'M BLUE @ THE DESERT ROSE BAND 
P.WORLEY (M.WOODY, RANDERSON) MCA 53274 


* Recording Industry Assn. Of America (RIAA) certification for sales of 1 million units, 


A RIAA certification for sales of 2 million units. 


(ED) Products with the greatest airplay this week. @ Videoclip availability. 


TOP-SINGLES - 


Ht 


S = 


Compiled from a national sample of retail store 
and one-stop sales reports. 


KS. ON CHART 


WS WEEK 


ARTIST TITLE 
LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL (SUG. LIST PRICE)* 


* * NO.1 ** 
RANDY TRAVIS 42 warren en0s. 25568-1 (6.98) (CD) 41 weeks at No.One ALWAYS & FOREVER 


IF YOU AIN'T LOVIN’ YOU AIN'T LIVIN’ 
WILD EYED DREAM 


ARTIST 
LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL (SUG. LIST PRICE)* 


THIS WEEK 


REBA MCENTIRE @ mca 5979 (8.98) (CD) GREATEST HITS 
ALABAMA @ rca 6495-1 (8.98) (CD) JUST US 


o 
c 
ci 
e 
i 
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WILLIAMS, JR. A WARNER BROS. 25593-1 (8.98) (CD) BORN TO BOOGIE 

T. OSLIN @ Rca 5924-1 (8.98) (CD) 80'S LADIES 
ROSANNE COLUMBIA 40777 /CBS REI KING'S RECORD 

ROYAL ATLANTIC AMERICA 90658-1 /ATLANTIC (8.98) (CD) THE ROYAL TREATMENT 

CHILL FACTOR 


R 
8 


JONES epic 40781/CBS RECORDS (CD) TOO WILD TOO LONG 


EDDIE RABBITT rca 6373 (8.98) (cD) | WANNA DANCE WITH YOU 
CONWAY TWITTY mca 42115 (8.98) (Co) STILL IN YOUR DREAMS 
DAN SEALS carrtot 48308 (8.98) (CD) THE BEST 


ALABAMA A Rca AHL1-7170 (8.98) (CD) GREATEST HITS 


PATTY LOVELESS mca 42092 (co) IF MY HEART HAD WINDOWS 


SAWYER BROWN caprrox 46923 (8.98) (CD) SOMEWHERE IN THE NIGHT 


NANCI GRIFFITH mca 42102 (co) LITTLE LOVE AFFAIRS 
EDDY RAVEN rca 6815-1 (8.98) (CD) BEST OF EDDY RAVEN 


HEART @ rca 5648 (8.98) (CD) WHEELS 


JAY 101 warner BROS. 25608-1 (8.98) (CD) HIGHWAY 101 
STRAIT & mca 42035 (8.98) (CD) GREATEST HITS, VOL. 2 

‘THY MATTEA mercury 832 793-1 (CD) UNTASTED HONEY 
TANYA TUCKER carrot 46870 (8.98) (CD) LOVE ME LIKE YOU USED TO 
GOSDIN covumeia 40982/CBS RECORDS (CD) CHISELED IN STONE 
YOAKAM © reprise 25567-1/WARNER BROS. (8.98) (CD) HILLBILLY DELUXE 

EPIC 40623/CBS RECORDS (CD) COMIN’ HOME TO STAY 
MCENTIRE © mca 42030 (8.98) (CD) THE LAST ONE TO KNOW 
TRAVIS A? warner BROS. 1-25435 (8.98) (CD) STORMS OF LIFE 
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© ) albums with the greatest sales gains this week. (CD) Compact disk available, * Recording Industry Assn. Of America (RIAA) 
certification for sales of 500,000 units. & RIAA certification for sales of 1 million units, with each additional million indicated by a 
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LYLE LOVETT mca 42028 (co) PONTIAC IE JUDDS 4 rca AHL 1-7042 (8.98) (CD) ROCKIN’ WITH THE RHYTHM 
ee ee TRIO 3 PRIDE 16TH AVENUE 70551 (8.98) \'M GONNA LOVE HER ON THE RADIO 
| WD | REBA MCENTIRE mca 42134 (8.98) (cD) REBA 3 SLATER caprrot 48307 (6.98) EXCHANGE OF HEARTS 
EVER THE O°KANES covumera 44066/CBS RECORDS (CO) TIRED OF THE RUNNIN £ WILLIAMS, JR. @ warneR BROS. 1.25538 (8.98) (CD) HANK “LIVE” 
Paps j CETULERTER OROTHERS ANE & WELL VRE THE NO OF EONS 
EG} : 
STEVE WARINER mca 42130 (8.98) (CD) | SHOULD BE WITH YOU 2 
MICHAEL MARTIN MURPHEY warner anos. 25644 (8.96) (CO) RIVER OF TIME é 
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ALTERNATIVE 
COUNTRY 
REVIEW 


PN 


Reviewed by: Pete Coffey 


GEORGE THOROGOOD 
& THE DESTROYERS 


BORN TO BE BAD 
EMI-Manhattan AML 3124 


SHAKE YOUR MONEY MAKER: YOU TALK 
TOO MUCH: HIGHWAY 49: BORN TO BE BAD: 
YOU CAN'T CATCH ME: I'M READY: TREAT 
HER RIGHT: | REALLY LIKE GIRLS: 
SMOKESTACK LIGHTNING: I'M MOVIN’ ON. 


| really like George Thorogood and 
savour every new album that he 
releases. this being no 

exception. He's the meanest slide 
guitar picker I know of, and he drags 
old blues. r&b and country songs 
that played such a big part in my life 
out of the cupboard. dusts them off, 
recharges - or rather supercharges 
- them and growls them out with 
unrelating power. He writes some 
hot little items. too. including ‘! 
Really Like Girls’, a song that was 
recorded a couple of years back by 
Hank Williams Jr and featured 
George on slide guitar. After 
wrong-footed attempts to water his 
music down on the last album and 
groom him for commercial a-o-r 
consumption, it’s a great relief to 
find the axe-wielding grease 
monkey back to his normel. 
uncompromising self here. 


ARE YOUA 
SUBSCRIBER 


can be delivered 
with your mail, on or 
about then: st of every month 


Annual Rates 
BRITISH ISLES.... £12.00 
EUROPE/REP IRELAND £14.50 
AMERICA/CANADA 
(Air Mail) ... £16.00 (Sterling) 
Send your name and address 
together with cheque/PO payable to: 


Country Music Round Up 
Publishing Company 
286/287 High Street 

(Upper Precinct) 
Lincoln LN2 1AL ... England 


WOODY GUTHRIE 
COLUMBIA RIVER COLLECTION 
Topic 127448 


OREGON TRAIL: ROLL ON COLUMBIA: NEW 
FOUND LAND: TALKING COLUMBIA: ROLL, 
COLUMBIA ROLL: COLUMBIA'S WATERS: 
RAMBLIN’ BLUES: IT TAKES A WORRIED 
MAN: HARD TRAVELIN’: THE BIGGEST THING 
THAT MAN HAS EVER DONE: JACKHAMMER 
BLUES: SONG OF THE COULEE DAM: GRAND 
COULEE DAM: WASHINGTON TALKIN’ 
BLUES: RAMBLIN’ ROUND: PASTURES OF 
PLENTY: END OF MY LINE. 


In May, 1941, the dustbowl 
balladeer was commissioned by the 
Bonneville Power Administration 
and taken to Portland, Oregon to 
write and record a series of songs 
for a film to promote the Columbia 
River development and the initiation 
of public power supplies. When the 
film was eventually released in 
1949. it only included three of the 
songs and original acetates of the 
rest were lost. In celebration of 
BPA’'s 50th anniversary, every 
effort was made to unearth as much 
of the lost material as possible and, 
while the acetates were never 
found. Woody's family. friends and 
his collectors supplied valuable 
personal copies of records to 
compile this album, most of which is 
gaining public release for the first 
time. Considering the tracks are 
lifted directly from records almost a 
half-century old, they are ofa 
remarkable clarity and this ultra- 
rare collection is an invaluable 
addition to the dearth of available 
Woody Guthrie material. 


THE MEKONS 
$0 GOOD IT HURTS 
Cooking Vinyl / Sin 008 


I'M NOT HERE (1967): GHOSTS OF 
AMERICAN ASTRONAUTS: ROAD TO 
FLORIDA: JOHNNY MINER: DORA: POXY 
LIPS: (SOMETIMES | FEEL LIKE) FLETCHER 
CHRISTIAN: FANTASTIC VOYAGE: ROBIN 
HOOD: HEART OF STONE: MAVERICK: 
VENGEANCE. 


The ever-expanding Mekes could, 
given opportunity, put politics and 
society to rights ata 

stroke. ‘Diseases epidemical in 
this country,’ they state, ‘Are 
tyrannical oppression and the want 
of necessities of life,’ and who in 
their right mind could disagree with 
what? Certainly not |! And if they 
pull no punches when generalizing 
this punk folk and country band of 
revolutionaries from the forgotten 
north leave nothing to the 
imagination when it comes to 
specifics, either. ‘Don’t be 
depressed, Don’t be downhearted, 
There's a mighty crisis coming, 
Pearls of Wonder, Pearls of 
Wisdom, Reagan and Thatcher 
dead and gone, is the cry of 
‘Vengeance’. The Mekons are 
musical, lyrical and political 
activists, inspired to song by the 
anger injustice brings, and I'll cast 
my vote with them every time. 


JOE STRUMMER 
WALKER 
Virgin V2497 


FILIBUSTERO: OMOTEPE: SANDSTORM: 
MACHETE: VIPERLAND: NICA LIBRE: LATIN 
ROMANCE: THE UNKNOWN IMMORTAL: 
MUSKET WALTZ: THE BROODING SIDE OF 
MADNESS: TENNESSEE RAIN: SMASH 
EVERYTHING: TROPIC OF NO RETURN: 
TROPIC OF PICO. ~ 

The erstwhile Clash frontman refers 
to the content of this, his soundtrack 
for the Alex Cox movie, as quote, 
‘country music.’ |’m afraid that, 
even in my liberal opinion, ol’ Joe 
has some wild misconceptions 
about country music suggest he 
refer back to the Clash for 
enlightment. Listening to side one 
is akin to sitting through a 
Montenegro or Morriconi scored 
spaghetti western without benefit of 
visuals: a series of 
melodramatically cliched 
instrumentals which may work in 
context with the film but not on 
record. Side two fares better with 
reasonably authentic sounding 
Mexican style music, nicely played 
on acoustic instruments, anda 
couple of interesting vocal tracks 
which make the album, if not its 
cost, worthwhile. I'd like to 
recommend it on the strength of 
side two, but that would be 
impractical. 


JIMMIE DALE GILMORE 
FAIR & SQUARE 
Demon FIEND 113 


WHITE FREIGHTLINER BLUES: HONKY TONK 
MASQUERADE: FAIR & SQUARE: DON'T 
LOOK FOR A HEARTACHE: TRYING TO GET TO 
YOU: SINGING THE BLUES: JUST A WAVE, 
NOT THE WATER: ALL GROWN UP: 99 
HOLES: RAIN JUST FALLS. 


This is, surprisingly, the first album 
the ex-Fiatlander and key figure of 
the Austin music scene has cut 
under his own name, and it just 
goes to show what we have been 
missing. Jimmie has the kind of 
high nasal vocal tones that cope 
admirably with both country and 
rockabilly, and he proves just how 
closely related the two styles are in 
their more authentic forms. He 
equates a delightful balance 
between period and modern 
country, backed by his own 
Continental Drifters, plus Joe Ely 
(who also produced), Lloyd Maines, 
John Inmon, Mitch Watkins and 
recent UK visitor Freddie ‘Steady’ 
Krc. Songs by Townes Van Zandt, 
Melvin Endsley and Flatlander 
buddies Ely and Butch Hancock 
receive interpretations every bit as 
individual as his own and those 
penned by his lead guitarist, David 
Halley, making this long-overdue 
Texas recorded debut totally 
essential. 


TOWNES VAN ZANDT 
OUR MOTHER THE MOUNTAIN 
Decal LIK 17 


BE HERE TO LOVE ME: KATHLEEN: SHE CAME 
AND SHE TOUCHED ME: LIKE A SUMMER 
THURSDAY: OUR MOTHER THE MOUNTAIN: 
SECOND LOVERS SONG: ST. JOHN THE 
GAMBLER: TECUMSEH VALLEY: SANKE 
MOUNTAIN BLUES: MY PROUD MOUNTAINS: 
WHY SHE'S ACTING THIS WAY. 


Not only was the choice of 
conveyance - Securicor, no less - 
by which this Charly group reissue 
of Townes’ coveted 1976 Tomato 
Records LP was delivered to my 
door rather apt. it also betrayed an 
overdeveloped sense of theatrics 
on the part of a certain press officer 
(thanks Cliff, you made my 

day). Townes is a modern day 
wizard, a contemporary Merlin 
whose words and music weave 
spellbounding magic. He radiates 
quiet, profound, reliable wisdom 
which - without preaching or 
patronizing - invades the senses 
and leaves the listener feeling far 
wiser, far more worldly. The man’s 
poetic genius never fails to amaze 
and, even in torment, his bared soul 
generates beauty, warmth and 
affection. This, like all Townes Van 
Zandt records, is a marvellous 
album that no one can afford not to 
afford. 
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—— TICKETS — 


WEEKEND TICKET: £11.00; Discounts £3.00 off 
FRIDAY ONLY: £3.00; Discounts £1.00 off 
SATURDAY OR SUNDAY ONLY: £6.00; Discounts £2.00 off 
Discounts: OAPs, UB40s, Students, Children 16 or under, Groups of 10 or more 


—— BOX OFFICE — 


‘At Leisure’, Lancaster Road, Preston PR1 1HT. 0772- s8ese * i! y) 
Hours: Monday — Saturday 10.00 a.m. - 8.00 p.m. eh iN 
Festival Information: 0772 203456 


In association with Ribdale C & W Club xcs ; 


x 


sof 


presents its 


THE BRITISH COUNTRY MUSIC ASSOCIATION 


1988 AWARDS 


WEEKEND 


November 4th to 6th 
wit 


at Sand Bay Holiday Village, near Weston-Super-Mare 


PHILOMENA BEGLEY 
RAYMOND FROGGATT 


IONA & ANDY 
NICKY JAMES 
TONY COLLINS 


Square Dancing with 


& BAKERSFIELD 


TONE HOWARD 


Country Disco with 


LES BENNETT 


Compere 


i WAVE REYNAR 


p” Includes centrally heated accommodation and all meals with 
waitress service, from dinner on Friday evening to lunch on Sunday 


and, of course, all the entertainment! 


Send SAE for Booking Form to: 


BCMA, PO Box 240, Harrow, Middlesex HA37PH 
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Answered by 
Pete Smith & 
Friends 


@ John M. Cooper of Suffolk keeps 
sending me most interesting letters - 
which, together with the response they 
generate, would probably fill a whole 
page. Obviously that would be 
impractical, but we are pleased to 
answer your question: What is the 
accepted pronunciation of the surname 
of KATHY MATTEA. 


MAT — TAY — YA, is as close as | 
can get. 


@ Jim Crisp of Ipswich informs that 
we dropped a question before it was 
answered. That was information about 
the COUNTRY LIFE BAND. Jim poses 
two fresh questions: Information 
about an album called ‘Jim Malloy & 
The Range Riders’ and was ‘I'll Go 
Back Where | Belong’ originally 
recorded by WAYLON JENNINGS? 


Sorry about the omission Jim. | still 
have no news about the 
‘COUNTRY LIFE BAND’ (| thought 
itwas a margarine!) The only JIM 
MALLOY | can think of isa 
producer. | don't know of that 
Particular album. Maybe if you 
could let us know the label or any of 
the musicians we could find a 

clue. WAYLON JENNINGS is the 
first major artiste | can find to record 
the song you mention. 


@ Robert Jackson of Birmingham 
asks what has happened to WILLIS 
ALLAN RAMSEY, who recorded a self 
named album in 1972 and had a good 
mention in Jon Reid's ‘Redneck Rock’. 


! know the album you mean Robert 
and | agree it is a great recording, 
but | have no current information on 
Willis’ whereabouts. Perhaps our 
friends can help! 


@ Christopher Joyce of County 
Durham asks for more rockabilly and R 
‘n’ B acts to be featured in CMRU and 
could we devote a column to such 
artistes. Also do DWIGHT YOAKHAM 
and T. GRAHAM BROWN have fan 
clubs. 


Es 


a°& 


The first part of your question we've 
had before Christopher. We 
receive very little current rockabilly 
information and what we do, we 
use, together with album reviews, in 
the ‘Rock Pile’ column. As for R ‘n’ 
B, this is hardly a country style but it 
does crop up from time to time in 
‘Alternative Country’. | feel acts like 
Dr. Feelgood and Howlin’ Wolf 
would not fit into a publication such 
as this. Thanks for your 
comments. Write to Dwight 
Yoakham c/o 15840 Ventura 
Boulevard, No. 465 Encino, 
California 91436. | do not have an 
address on T. Graham Brown, try 
E.M.1. Records in London. 


@ It’s our thanks to Chris Wright of 
Thornley who has sentus the words 
to the JOHN STARLING song ‘We 
Know Better You & I’. Terry Guy 
send us a S.A.E. and we'll pass on 
the letter. Bill Gray of Fife supplied 
us with some KARLA BONOFF info 
which includes the facts that Bonnie 
Raitt recorded ‘Runnin’ Back To 
Me’ on the ‘Nine Lives’ album and 
MARY BLACK, LINDA RONSTADT 
and BONNIE RAITT have all 
recorded Karla’s ‘Home’. Thanks 
Bill. 


@ And now to our outstanding 
questions: We want to know the 
availability of any steel guitar book 
tutors. Current information on 
LYNDA CARTER DIANE 
PFIEFER ROSEBRENNAN 
KARLA BONOFF RACHEL 
SWEET songwriter STEVE 
RHYMER KREGG NANCE who 
sang in the movie ‘Motel 

Hell’. Where can we obtain older 
JOAN BAEZ albums. And what is 
that song from the late 40s_ early 
50s with the line ‘I’m the son of a 
sailor and the sea’s in my blood’ 


MOLE VALLEY 
BLUEGRASS 


@ Following the success of last 
year’s first one day Mole Valley 
Bluegrass Festival there's to be a 
full three day event in the South of 
England... Topping the bill are 
American Band, ‘Bay State 
Bluegrass’ from Boston, 
Massachusetts. led by 
singer/guitarist Dave haney 
(formerly with the late Joe Val). 


@ Organiser Del Robinson claims 
that Bands and enthusiasts of 
authentic country / American folk 
music will be flocking from all 
over Britain to the Festival, in 
Leatherhead Surrey, during July. 


The organisers of Trinity Country Music Club at Gainsborough, Lincolnshire said their own ‘Welcome Back’ to 
popular C & W star Ricky Sylva, when he made a long awaited return appearance at their club concert. Ricky 
from Tattershall has been seriously ill, and has only recently staged a comeback. 


CLUB 
SCENE 


@ Welcome back Ricky... 


@ Trinity Centre music club organiser Tom Tait (pictured centre) presented a bouquet and basket of fruit to 
Ricky’s wife Hazel and their daughter Helen, for their support of Ricky during his illness (pictured with Ricky), 
also in the picture is club compere Mick Noble (left). 


gE; 


" 


@ PINKERTONS COLOURS BAND OF THE YEAR. THE GRANGE C.M.C., OSTERLEY, MIDDX. 


DWIGHT YOAKHAM 
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Mick Green says... 


@ This month will probably see London country music 
fans walking around with bags under their eyes as they 
try to keep up with the artists being brought in under the 
promotional banner of ‘Route 88’. 


@ Following May which saw major concerts by Tammy 
Wynette, Johnny Cash, Glen Campbell, John Denver, 
Earl Thomas Conley, Rattlesnake Annie and Nanci 
Griffith, June really gets crowded with Rose Flores 
kicking off first followed by T. Graham Brown, K.T. Oslin, 
Lyle Lovett, Randy Travis, Sweethearts of the Rodeo, 
Kathy Mattea, Asleep At The Wheel, k.d. Lang and New 
Grass Revival, in quick succession. 


@ Allthese gigs are in the London area and | appreciate 
that they are simply to promote country music in Britain 
and | support the campaign all the way but | question the 
wisdom of having so much in such a short space of 
time! Why, Oh, Why not make it a full year’s campaign 
with only one or two artists appearing each month. This 
would keep the fans happy, also allow the media to give 
greater coverage to each artist. 


@ Asitis there is the risk that with so much going on in 
such a short space of time that many of the events will 
not be well supported and instead of helping country 
music it could have the reverse effect, with people 
claiming country music does not have many fans. The 
facts are that not that many can afford to go to that many 
concerts in one month and even those who can, the late 
nights and the travelling is sure to get to them after one 
or two. 


@ In addition the specialist media has only so much 
space so how can it fit in interviews, profiles, concert 
reviews of ten new acts to Britain in one month? 


@ Inthe rest of the media it will probably be even worse 
because country music artists have a problem getting 
exposure in those publications anyway. 


@ Thesame applies to record sales, because | assume 
that current albums will be released to tie in with the 
campaign. Now!know that fans can spread their record 
buying over a longer period but if | know anything about 
those that run record labels they will be looking for 
instant success regarding sales. 


@ Ironically, | will be in the States covering Fan Fair, 
June Jam and Willie’s Picnic amongst other things (but 


Masters, Don Williams and the Peterborough 
Festival). One thing is for sure the British country music 
fan has a much bigger choice than ever this year... both 
for live shows and records. 


BOTH SIDES OF 
THE MEAN FIDDLER 


@ Inone week recently | made the trip to the Mean 
Fiddler twice, to see shows and artists who couldn't 
have been a bigger contrast. 


@ One attracted no more than 60 people ... the other 
was sold out wellin advance. One! enjoyed all the way 
through, the other | felt was just so-so, which was 
which... | Don’t Like Mondays... The song may say 
that and obviously the country music fans did as well, 
(or was it lack of publicity) 

because they didn't turn up to see the debut 
performance of Earl Thomas Conley and the ETC Band 
but to me it was one of the most enjoyable performances 
I've ever seen for a long time but it must have been 
heartbreaking to bring in six musicians, a sound man 
plus PR people for such a dismal response, and | 
couldn’t help remembering that the last time | saw him 
(in the U.S.A.) around 30,000 fans turned up. 


@ One ofthe songs performed by the ETC Band before 
he came on was Victim Of Life’s Circumstances and that 
just about sum’s up this debut! But there may be plenty 
of bonuses as far as British country music fans are 
concerned. Conley has never had an album released 
over here but judging by the reaction of RCA 
representatives present this will soon be rectified. Most 
of those present were media people and the impression 
he made can only be described as superb and the man 
also impressed at the Press interviews. So look out for 
a properly organised tour some time in the future. 


A Good Friday 


@ From the point of view of audience attendance, 
participation and enjoyment it was definately a good 
Friday when Nanci Griffith appeared ... and she was No. 
One in the British country album charts at the time with 
Little Love Affairs but as far as | am concerned, apart 
from one or two songs, she simply does nothing for me. 


@ But it doesn’t really matter what | think. The place 
was bursting at the seams with YOUNG people who had 
paid £6 to see the Texas singer perform from 10.30 to 


midnight and they were cheeringassoonassheopened ~ 
with Lone Star State Of Mind, and she had those present 
joining in on more than one occasion offering great 

value for money singing 23 songs plus two as encores. 


CANCER AID ... 


FOR THE RECORD 


@ The last time | saw Dave Sheriff and Nicki Clarke they 
were playing in a bar in Portugal! | met this guy ina 
beach bar and got talking about country music and he 
told me about this ‘terrific’ duo he had seen up the road, 
so Pauline and | tracked them down for a really pleasant 


evening. 


@ Dave and Nicki together found ‘fame’ by getting in 
the Guinness Book Of Records playing three musical 
instruments at the same time over 100 hours and 20 
minutes, in 1986. - for charity. Now they are doing their 
bit for cancer aid, and up until December they will be ina 
town somewhere near you at an ASDA store with their 
‘Charity Busk’, playing anything from six to 10 hours 
non-stop, with 100% of the money raised going to any 
hospice in the area concerned. 


@ Both Nicki and Dave have lost close members of their 
families due to cancer and so in 1986/7 they 
participated in 12 ‘Charity Busks’ and raised a total of 
£13,350. but this year their tour coach will be their 
home. Already they have in excess of 40 dates agreed, 
and with ASDA’s co-operation hope to increase this by 
another £50,000. So watch out for them! 


POTTERS 
REVISITED 


@ Purely by chance the last country music ‘weekend’ | 
visited in '87 and the first in '88 was Potters Leisure 
Centre, Hopton-on-Sea, 70% had rebooked from 
another event at the same centre. 

| wasn't surprised because it really is a superb venue 
and the entertainment provided by Tony Best 
complements it beautifully, with the mixture of concerts 
and dancing seems to satisfy everyone except a very 


small minority. 


@ Perhaps these weekends are alittle more expensive 
than other ‘Best Promotions’, but with excellent meals 
included, the country fan knows when he has had good 


value for money. 


plan to be back to cover the Euro Country Music 


NOTTINGHAM’S COMMODORE INTERNATIONAL 


EXCELLENT ATTENDANCE 
FOR AN EXCELLENT SHOW 


@ There are four things an event of this kind needs to 
qualify as a success, value for money prices, the support 
of the public - not only in attending but also in their 
response to the acts - and a variety of different type of 
acts. This British Country Music Spectacular, put 
together by Pete Griffin, scored on all of them. 


@ The venue provided good sound and comfortable - 
surroundings where fans could have a drink or a meal 
while enjoying the shows. The stage management of 
John Brookfield and Peter Vine was tight and both 
shows ran more or less to the times advertised and the 
compere for both shows was a name well known to 
CMRU readers... Brian Ahern who proved that he had 
more clothes than Oxfam... (pity they weren't the same 
quality!). 


@ Joking apart though, Brian filled the gaps admirably, 
was amusing and never intrusive. Unfortunately | spent 
most of the time the first act was on in a traffic jam on the 
M1 but the local 5-piece Adey’s Hardware Company 
which includes father and son in the line-up, | believe, 
were well received and we were into genuine encores 
straight away. 


@ Shackband go from strength to strength as far as | 
am concerned. | like Phil's singing and good-humoured 
intros and when | asked why he holds his guitar so high | 
was told that if it is lower it's outside his stomach and 
then his arms can'treach! Personally! would have liked 
more of their own songs. Butthatis nit picking because 
the whole hour was really entertaining. And the crowd 
got them back for more. 


@ | think it is common knowledge that | am a Leigh 
Sterling fan so | am sad to say that his spot was the 
biggest disappointment of the weekend. Why on earth 
has he changed his band? The drummer was too heavy 
and the band too loud and two of the songs were much 


too long. Evenso|saw enough there to make me want 
to see more and | still think the man has a unique 
talent. On this showing though that talent is being 
aimed at a rock audience. 


@ Thecontrast with the Raymond Froggatt Band 
couldn't have been more pronounced. | must have 
seen him a dozen times this year already and | 
understand he is booked into 39 festivals this year 
alone! Thatsays itall... that andthe standing ovation at 
the end plus the ‘frog’ scarves and frogs being waved 
when he sings ‘Wish Giver’. Something special! This 
show was what we have come to expect, | like the asides 
like when the mike went off. he carried on without it, until 
someone brought him a replacement, then he mimed 
into it like it wasn't working, to give the sound engineer 
another ‘heart attack’! Another was the huge throne 
being brought on stage for the ‘King of British Country 
Music’ to sit in and sing to his audience with a Union 
Jack cap as acrown. Pure magic! You better believe. 


@ The evening show was opened by Dillinger who had 
just arrived in Nottingham but were apparently Leaving 
Louisiana In The Morning Light and included Yorkshire 
country like Ilkley Moor. They have obviously worked 
hard at their harmonies and deserved their encore but, 
personally, I'd heard all the jokes before ... but the crowd 
loved ‘em and that's what counts, and they say don't 
drop a gag until they stop laughing. 


@ The Pete Naden Bandwere next on stage and! can't 
think of a better voice in British country music and the 
songwriting is going ahead in leaps and bounds. One of 
the songs was called Feeling The Weight Of My Chains 
and unfortunately Pete often gives the impression he is 
feeling the weight of what he is doing which is sad 
because the only thing stopping Pete getting the top 
recognition he thoroughly deserves is Pete. Why is it 
that someone who can write such lovely words and sing 


Pete Naden 


so beautifully finds it hard to believe 
in himself and talk to the audience 
about his songs? Come on, mate, 
tell us what the songs are called, tell 
us why you have written 

them. You’re good enough to 
compete with any of them from 
Nashville ... and if you don’t believe 
it the fans do, as the encore they 
demanded from you showed. 


@ There could be no mistaking the 
confidence of the Duffy 

Brothers. This super act of old- 
thyme magic and mayhem only vary 
their act slightly each year. This 
show found Ray looking like a 


musical deckchair in his striped 
coats and he opened wearing a 
mask that had me thinking 
‘Phantom Of The Barmy 
Bluegrass’. Their hour of comedy 
based on good traditional country 
was over too quickly but the fans 
called them back for another song. 


@ Can their be a British Country fan 
who has not seen Kenny Johnson 
and Northwind? | would doubt it 
and later this year they represent 
Britain in the Euro Country Music 
Masters. They opened with More 
Of You and that is exactly what the 
fans said when they closed with a 
lovely version of Tree In A Meadow 
as their encore. As Kenny 

said: ‘We ain't gonna chat much, 
we're here to play’ and they fitted 16 
songs in the allotted time. 


@ | amnot convinced of many 
things in country music but one of 
them is that you never see a bad 
show from the act that closed the 
event. Colorado have been voted 
best and most popular band in 
Britain endless amount of times and 
they’re Still Burning. Cajun, 
Scottish, Folk, Pop Country, 
Singalong, Rock, you name it and 
it’s included. Multi-instrumental, 
multi-voiced, multi-talented and 
multi-entertaining. If any band 
want their titles they're going to 
have to fight bloody hard to get it! 


® As|started by saying, artistic 
wise, attendance wise and 
audience reaction wise it was 
excellent and at £4.50 for the 
afternoon, £5.00 for the evening or 
£7.00 all day it was great value for 
money as well. And that’s a 
success! 
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@ When / was an ‘itty bitty baby my mummy rocked me ina 
cradle, but ma and pa sometimes had to work - so the 
problem this month is to find from the jobs listed below just 
what the country stars hidden in the grid’s, parents did at 
sometime or other for a living. Remember it’s up down or 
across either way or diagonally to find the artists whose 
parents had the jobs listed underneath. 


HELLO! @ 


03898 22 25 06! 

THE FACTS AND | 
THE FIGURE 

- ACCORDING - 

TO Ms PARTON 


WILLIE 
NELSON 


LPCHARTLINE 0898222500 NEWSLINE 0898700826 


0 98 59 25 (139m | SomPermontne cess 222502 new reteases ossa22e5cr 


LIVEWIREINDEX 0898121314 


L2V E We ee E 0 ACALL TO LIVEWIRE COSTS 38 PER MINUTE PEAK, 25p CHEAP. ® 
LETTE FEE SRY ee ES ED, 


DPVEMAMZ<FSAAMZZ2<DOOMIAOM 
MOnD—PomovZo-—-xsx-AA<smecrn 
<OPZ-CPZMVOZ2ZMAFALIK2r4HHM>yr2 
ZUrFDVAYPOIOADVIZSEVOK~OrFPrPDAVOM 
mocywwmwomrx<x~-LTOrFOcanHMZ2yMMP>x<M 
iA <a> nat ie > 2 O) Ml G) OIG me eG) © 
SrdVOWNnDVaA Doe TroZAvimce7-<Z2 72 
Pete <M >< De-MmOxoO> TOgn= —om 
OIE AMIODO:SOOMOF> FS VenwA0 - AF 
C2zoQouSs<AD<FOMDeEsemM2ynvuzZzZ0e5Smar- 
O-~Zronzrr-ZZ2<Mo0r-OmMromMonr>Y 
DrPDUrFOQOQNQDW<ITISOKTDONDCVOVN,IOAIM 
Zmrzocmrx<xFcowDINc<xZ2mMmnajrHMmMo- 
20) (=) 23)(@)an) a) aajpe BE re ag (O) ay) 1S) (OC) Ea alee) <= l-4@)(O) me 
OmMuNOCADHMZSYSMrHoOr-mM>D<~<O-ODZ>Y 
POCAMDDVDZH-WO<-rmosDzeanoSsyH 
DOAM-CMAaR-CONFUFAZKHN-F-SPMoNOxXMPFO 
Mio sO. Cac ecoe> src AarSse<D 
pmzQoomz0mMArAK<X<Dr>mMorrzrraAoO dM 
Sa Os oOo Ts m<axnAnN<-o<2s> 
POMOKKFBDHAKHOZWBWMHAINGDOZYOM-cC 
OLTOFASMMFSITOMHAAMAAYSVZION>Y 
MOMMHZDZZSALTFHN2AMSOAOCWHYCHZ 
<mMmpD>rDIAresexsxZ2mAanmewDrA<DoO~<> 
DAYPUMZDDOOAVOKZ04RSmM2m0-ce 


Compiled by Tony Anderson 


This ts the friendly family show! 
For the eigth year Jim Bradley presents the 


< @ The parents occupations are:- | 23. Insurance Agent. 
e 2e-Ary Men (Country Music OAKERTHORPE (Near Junction 28, v1.) 
te 1, Accountant. 25. Fireman. Round Up) 

2. Booking Agent. 26. Welder. 

3. Packing Plant Owner. 27. Bob aia & Log Truck Driver. Wo rdsearch D = 

4. Chemical Plant Worker. 28. Stockyard Worker. : 

ion Pj 286/287 High Street ; > 

5. Church of Christ Preacher. 29. Motion Picture Operator. : ’ 

Gi aiare Groner. 30. Sawmill Operator. (Upper Precinct), Ufton Fields Farm, Oakerthorpe, Derbyshire. 

7. Amplifier Rep. 31. Sheet Metal & Guiter Shop Lincoln, LN2 1AL, 

8. Baptist Minister. Owner. England. 

9. Chiropractor. oe re amenn aloe yorker Friday, June 11th Free, Free, Free. 

10. Coalminer. 33. Railway Worker. : ; 

11. Air Force Pilot. 34. Teachers. Disco to Les Bennett Country Roadshow 8-11 pm 

12. Dock Worker. 35, Film Make Up Artist. 

13. Champion Steer Roper. 36. University Professor. 

14. Barber. BA Tee ee 

15. Doctor. . Used Car Salesman. 5 

16. Genel Store Owner. 39. Junior High School Teacher. = Saturday, Jure 12th Noon - 11.45 pm 

17. Photographer. 40. Riverboat Pilot. ES 

2 Open 4 Found Wor =| BILLY FINNEGAN & STAGECOACH (Ireland), 

19. Fisherman & Trapper. eee, . s 

20. Rancher. 43. Oil Driller. & os ( ) 

Eh ee Worker. 44. Racing Car Builder. =z IONA & ANDY JEFF CLIFFSON Wales 3 

22. Construction Worker’ 45. Tobacco Farmer. & 

adelerecer 46. In Navy. z SPILL THE BEANS, plus HOE-DOWN 


WITH BEV WILLIAMS & MIDNIGHT FLYERS 


Sunday, June 13th 11 am Gospel Service with music by John Gill Band. 


18. Margo Smith. 38. Hoyt Axton. 
19. Australia. 39. Terri Gibbs. 


APRIL Noon - 10.30 pm 


Ts ale pp olga, HEN RAYMOND FROGGATT & BAND, 

j nro 5 ni 12. Ni uckey. 
ae Kenn noges Joony Rss THE PETE NADEN BAND, JIM RYDER, 
sity Sew oie Hen ict 45 Taye Tr KEITH MANIFOLD AND GASKET 
6. Vernon Oxford. 26. Boxcar Willie. . Barbara Fairchild. 
eae ek aoe os cay ee Enquiries: JIM 0773 832644 or ELLA 0773 43787 
eS Ee veins WULF TRADE STALLS BAR&FOOD KIDDIES RIDES 
11.RedSovine. 31. Janie Fricke. REDUCTIONS FOR COACHES FREE CAR PARKING 
see ee, bal Sas, Ta a he or oe a eee 
14. Larry Gatlin. z psi ea abe Harlands Rd, ADMISSION: SATURDAY OR SUNDAY 
16 Enmylouranis,  36.VemGosden, Haywards Heath, £4.50 IN ADVANCE, £5.00 ON THE DAY 
17. Carl Smith. 37. Tom Gribbin. Sussex. 


CHILDREN FREE 
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SPECIAL TICKET = 


BRITISH RAIL ‘Keep Your Name Out Front’ 
FOR £12.99 RETURN For Details on CMRU Directory Ads 
TELEPHONE... 0522 41546 
BUTLIN’S HOLID AY WORLDS RRR SSSA SRSA RS ANS RSS Se 


HAVE NEGOTIATED A FABULOUS 
DEAL WITH BRITISH RAIL, WHICH 
GIVES YOU THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
PURCHASE A 2ND CLASS BRITISH 
RAIL RETURN TICKET FROM ANY 
BRITISH MAINLAND RAIL STATION 
TO ANY BUTLIN’S HOLIDAY WORLD 


West Cumbria Country Music 


Charity Festival 


Sunday, 21st August, 1988 
Sports Centre, Flatt Walks, Whitehaven 
Ipm - 11.30pm 


Featuring all star bill of British artists: 


— FOR AN INCREDIBLE £12.99 PER 
ADULT AND £6.50 PER CHILD (AGED 
5 TO 14 YEARS). 


* COLORADO * COTTON MILL BOYS * 
* BOB McKINLEY & REDWIND * 
* KENNY JOHNSON & NORTHWIND * 


* CAMPBELLS COUNTRY * STU PAGE & REMUDA * 


* KEY WEST * SPILL THE BEANS * 


* LEMON GRASS * KENTUCKY BOURBON * 


* HARPUR VALLEY * GETTYSBURG * 


Bookings CO 


Tel:- 0602 638147 


plus 
IAN ASHCROFT’S COUNTRY EXPRESS Raymond 
“BULL RUN” AMERICAN CIVIL WAR SOCIETY © 
BEST DRESSED COWBOY & WESTERN LADY COMPETITION Froggatt 


RECORDS & WESTERN WEAR TRADING POSTS eo 3 : , E 
SALOON & CHUCK WAGON a E only available via... 
: Topas Management 


Ss 021 325 1395 


TICKETS £7.00 (includes £1.00 Food Voucher) 
Access for the Disabled 
For further details and tickets contact Whitehaven (0946) 4184 


2nd MARATHON 
Country Music Jamboree 


Lingen Village Hall 


CONDITIONS 


(1) The ticket prices of £12.99 per adult, 
£6.50 per child are only valid when used 
in conjunction with a Butlin’s Holiday 
World holiday. 

Children under 5 travel free. The age at 
time of travel must be stated on the 
booking form. 

The ticket is valid from any local British 
Rail station on mainland Britain through 
to: 


(2 


— 


14 hours £3 28 hours £5 


THE KEVIN DUFFY BAND 

THE TEXAN COUNTRY BAND 
DELTA DAWN JIM REYNOLDS 
MARALENE POWELL and THE BOYS 
PETE DAVIES DUO 

MARK BROWN BLU RICKFORD 
MELVIN DUFFY 

THE NASHVILLE SOUNDS DISCO 


(3 


— 


@ Ayr for Wonderwest World. Tickets: Sheila Kenny 0544 - 267736 


Charities- 


= fa. a Aan eee A Guide Dog for the Blind, ink 
@ Bognor Regis for Southcoast World. Westfield Walk Special School, Leominster : Enquiries 
The Cardiac Unit, Royal Shrewsbury Hospital ( 0625-32433 


or 061 483 9532 


@ This super B.R. Travel offer is available to anyone 
wishing to travel to Butlins Holiday World Country Music 
Festival Events at Ayr, Scotland... 24-27 September '88 


and Bognor Regis, Sussex... 1-5 November ’88, 
from any B.R. Station in the U.K. 


~ 


9th ANNUAL ( 
@ For more details & Festival Booking Forms... W R A N G : © y 
Call Freephone 0800 222555. 
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LINGEN COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB 
FRIDAY, 17th JUNE - 18th JUNE, 1988 


MUSIC WALES 
=rATULAUOUNNOLLNNQQQONUUUUUUEUUEUUUUUUUUUNUUONNSQOQGQOGUOOOUOUOUUUOOOUAOASUA iE FESTIVAL 
SSUUHHIAUIAUNAGUONAOUGEOGUOGUOGUEUGUEASUOAHEOAOOAUOOGE OOO PLE 3rd JULY 88 
= = The Power Band & Dave McQueen :- 0905 55847 
= = nd F MARQUEE WRANGLE 
= = is bbe ‘ roggatt RECREATION FIELD 
= = , (A52 Boston/Skegness) Did You 
== = The Gin Band 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. g: 
= = (Ex Cotton Gin Band) Adults £3.50 each show if Know? 
= = Country Company Accompanied Children U.12 FREE PETE NADEN 
= = Dave Bryan aba e One of Britain's 
= — Keith Manifold Retreshments Finest Country Vocalist 
= = Pat & Roger Johns ioe /s now booking 
= = Solo, Duo or Group 
== —— 
= = S.A.E. A.Brown, Green Gables. Mastin Bridge, Fishtoft, Boston 50384 Tel:- pean Bes 
= = R. Day Tel. Boston 760006 A. Bastow Tel. Boston 870918 ‘ 
SaVIUMNNHINNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN0000000000000000000000000000000000NCNNNNNMINTTTE  :ssscsssscssmmsssssennescssnmsssssmmscsemmmsssmeesemnnss 
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EAST ANGLIA 


@ The beginning of the month sees the first country 
music festival to be held in the Wisbeach 

area. Organised by Clarence Lakey of the Lucky Strike 
C.M.C. 


@ This very same weekend the Harlow Festival (which 
is a free admission event staged every year by the 
Harlow Council), has a strong line up over the weekend, 
including Harlow’s Award winning band of '87, Nashville 
Fever. 


@ | caught this great band again recently at the Rod & 
Gun Club at R.A.F. Lakenheath, to be treated to some 
more of Colin Ford's original songs, the likes of: ‘Like a 
Stone (Sinking Water)’, ‘Suburban Bourbon Blues’, and 
‘Fool to Love’. Watch for the soon-to-be released 
cassette album ‘Another Dose Of Nashville 

Fever’. Colin Ford informs me that negotiations are 
currently in hand for several artists to record his songs. 


@ Anew venue features monthly Sunday country 
music - the Beeches, Mill Road, Shipdham. Carlton 
Moody and the Moody Brothers from North Carolinacan 
be found there this month. 


@ | checked out the new South Pier Pavilion venue at 
Lowestoft, perhaps the seaview compensates for the 
deterioration in the venue's decor, but | feel that a lot of 
work is required here before it will be established as a 
regular local venue. 


LONDON SCENE 


@ My ever watchful 

eye informs me that the Duke of 

Gloucester. in Ipswich. is now featuring country bands 
weekly on Fridays. 


@ The pleasure was all mine when | re-visited facilities 
of Potters at Hopton once again for Tony Best's recent 
festival. Mr Best's festivals are well-known for their 
quality. and on this occasion Raymond Froggatt. lona 
and Andy, Bob Newman and Carole Gordon. Clovis and 
Ruby Rendall were on hand to entertain. 


@ | have seen Country Law on a few occasions now, 
but at a recent gig at the Rod and Gun they gave a very 
good account of themselves. this band. is including 
‘Four Wheel Drive’ and ‘Guitars. Cadillacs’ in their 
repertoires. as line dances are so popular at this 
venue. | liked their punchy rendition of ‘Lay Down 
Sally’. 

@ This month’s something different was the Tony 
Rouse ‘honky tonk’ night at the Swann Inn at Harleston 
a small but extremely nice venue. My highlights from 
Tony's young vibrant band were his duet with Sandra (a 


@ Remember my mentioning briefly last month the 
Blacksmith CMC ‘Charity Appeal’ well their aim to 
provide a guide dog for the blind has been 

achieved. The dog has been called Hareen (after club 
organisers Harry and Doreen). Incidentally, the club 
feature top British group Colorado this month. 


@ After the hectic Easter period my month commenced 
at Calamity Jane's CMC who had booked a Band from 
the ‘Best Of British’ at Wembley... Scotland’s 
Desperado. Unfortunately, on this night something 
seemed to be ‘Desperately’ lacking, harmonies which 
did not harmonise and overall presentation which was 
too find me ‘Desperado-ly waiting for the train’ to go 
home... The next day | travelled to a venue ‘New To 
Me’. The Crosby Head. For their initial night of country 
with Greta & The Stray Shots, the attendance was rather 
sparce but they plan to continue with monthly country 
gatherings. 


@ Another relatively new venue the Berwick Manor 
CMC is now operating regularly Monday evenings. My 
visit to see Rio had the benefits of a late 

extension. Although on a first visit it may be a little 
difficult to find, it is well worth the trouble. 


HOME COUNTIES 


@ Tom Jones look-alike, Dave Lord, clad in black 
leather trousers (but without that famous wiggle), and 
Country Gold entertained the members of Fort Worth 
CMC in Woking on his first date at the club. This five- 
man band (professional for just over a year) look forward 
to bookings at several country festivals this summer 
following a current working holiday in Italy. Dave does 
very good versions of two of Raymond Froggatts songs 
‘Teach Me’ and ‘Charlie’. 


@ All the way from Edinburgh, Scotland, on a week- 
long tour, Desperado played at a charity dance 
organised by members of ‘Silver Wings’ C.M.C. at the 
Community Hall in Whitchurch, Hampshire. Twice a 
year this club organise such events this time over 230 
people turned up. Itwas a family affair with many 
youngsters joining in the dancing which helped to make 
a good party atmosphere. The Tom Feeney Country 
Disco added some variety to the night and a young lady, 
Judy Haney (from Nashville), over here on a 
promotional tour, did a nice quest spot. 


@ Three country events taking place allin the area, can 
stretch the support a bit thin, but Sylvia of the Fort Worth 
CMC reported a good night with Pinkertons Colours, still 
one of Englands’ top bands, they must be unique having 
stayed together for so many years and still enjoy giving 
their best. Their onetime Top 10 Chart success ‘Mirror, 
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@ Itwas nice to hear from Mike Ashworth from 
Macclesfield recently, following his annual pilgrimage to 
the ‘Smoke’ in which he says thanks to ALL at the ‘Tee 
Pee’ club for giving them a first class Good Friday 
evening, together with Al Cody and Clovis who were 
playing at the Trent Park Club that night. ‘Never 
understand’ he says ‘why all his southern cousins 
consistently fill the dance floor’? (Perhaps it’s because 
we rarely get the chance to relax and rest a while in 
todays rat-race?!) 


@ lan McQueen tells me the ‘Cheyenne CMC’ 
organised an ‘Easter Egg Round Up’. They collected 
as many Easter Eggs as possible for children in hospital 
over the holiday period. They ended up with 520 of 
which 100 went to the Denton Ward, Bexley Hospital, 
100 to the Elizabeth Fry Physically Handicapped 
School, Plaistow and 320 to Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
for children, Bethnal Green. (nice idea). 


Mirror’ was, of course, 

one of the most requested 

numbers. Tony Aston and Original Shades, a local 
band, played their repertoire of more traditional country 
at the Community Centre in Frimley and Tony Collins 
and Bakersfield drew 260 fans to acharity dance held by 
the Southern Raiders at Broadmoor Social Club which 
raised around £700 for local charities that 

night. Everyone had a splendid time dancing and 
singing. The group sold many of their tapes that 

night. Tony tells us that it's all happening at the moment 
for him and the boys! On that same day the group had 
been toa T.V. audition in London for ‘New Faces’ where 
they sang the Raymond Froggatt song ‘Charlie’ whichis 
also on his new tape. The group is also booked to 
perform at a Dutch Country Music Festival. 


@ There was another full house at the Texas Drovers, 
when well over 200 fans, turned up at the Elstead Social 
Club to see Norman Mourant with his O.T.T. 

band. Norman and band were beautifully turned out in 
black dinner suits, frilly shirts and bow ties. Their fan 
club had turned out in force and there were other visiting 


Photo By Jim Silverthom 


new addition to the Rouse repertoire) ‘Sometimes when 
we Touch’, my own favourite ‘Life Turned Her That 
Way’, and the adventurous ‘Getting Tough’. 


@ Saturday 11th June sees a ‘hoedown’ at the Adult 
Training Centre in Sprowston, Norwich, when my 
dancers join the Norfolk Swingers Square Dance Club 
to hold a combined square dance and western evening 
with barbeque. all proceeds to the Centre... Similarly 
Chatteris Friends of Community Health inform me of a 
barbeque on Saturday 30th July with music by Kentucky 
Gold. at the King Edward School. Chatteris. 


@ As! qo topress anticipation is as the big names hit 
the area. | hear local fans plan to be coach bound to the 
Royal Albert Hall on the 19th for the Randy Travis. 


@ Remember the demised ‘Cactus Club’ at woolwich 
Tramshed venue. | went back there recently for an 
appearance by the Albert Lee Band. Packed with wall 
to wall bodies could be classified an understatement, 
seems a shame people didn’t support the club that 
way. But Albert and the boys with a mixture of rock ‘n’ 
country gave the large crowd value for money, which 
was hard-LEE surprising! 


@ | made the journey to Harlesden's Mean Fiddler the 
only appearance in the country by Earl Thomas Conley 
together with the E.T.C. Band, to say that the 
attendance was down on the night would be putting it 
mildly with more media people in attendance than 
paying public. (It was an insult to the artist). What 
those that stayed away missed though was one of the 
‘tightest’ bands | have heard in a long while and | only 
hope that ‘E.T.’ don’t go home with the wrong idea of the 
British public. (But, what advertising was done? None 
that mattered obviously!). 


@ | heard recently from George Glen, bass player and 
vocalist of Scottish group Del-Rio-Dan, five piece outfit 
which fronts a Miss Wilma Jones as lead vocalist and 
features also drums guitar and pedal steel, apparently 
they played at the last Scottish Music Fellowship 
Awards Ceremony in Irvine, where that man who uses a 
haggis instead of a typewriter Dave Hendry saw 

them. Itseems that they would like to stretch their wings 
and play south of the border down Metropolis way. (A 
phone call to me gets their address). 


ea 


Judy Haney (from Nashville). 


Parties who had travelled from all over the 

South. Norman and his band played plenty of new 
material on this occasion, but on request, put in several 
well known standards! Also a lot of chanting and 
dancing went on. Norman, himself told me, how he 
loves playing at this venue as the happy atmosphere 
there always gives him a lot of satisfaction. 


@ Aregular monthly Country and Western night has 
been running at the Princes Hall in Aldershot. (On a 
Thursday). To date Circuit Judge and Kelvin 


lona and Andy. 


Sweethearts of the Rodeo and Kathy Mattea concert. 
the main promotion of the Route ‘88 country promotions 
coming over this summer. 


@ Mydiary informs me that Telford's Foster Boys are in 
the area this month. at the Pine Mine at Stowmarket and 
the Mustang, Canvey Island. This popular band’s diary 
is filling up rapidly, and | have it on good authority that 
the cassettes ‘The Foster Boys are Coming’ and 
‘Sunshine and Sorrow’ which features mainly Noel 
Dillon's self penned original songs are selling extremely 
well 


94 Magpie Road LX, 
Norwich NR3 1G" a 0603 632563 


@ Always popular around the area are that other 
Scottish group Dixie and Allon who were playing at Joan 
& Skee’s club recently where they were full of first class 
entertainment. 


@ Since the closure of the Mississippi club Monday 
seems to have given us a new breed of venues, first it 
was the berwick Manor and now another has openedit’s 
doors with Ken & Brenda forming the ‘Cochise’ at Parr 
Rad, Plaistow (the home of the Cheyenne). | was there 
for their opening night when Memphis Roots produced 
the honours. 


@ Good to hear from Roy & Lesley Richardson who 
together with Joe & Sheila Curtis are putting on a Charity 
Show (24th) at the Mill House Social Club, 

Dagenham. In aid of Vision Research for Babies & 
Pre-School Children at Great Ormond St., Tony Collins 
& Bakersfield will be providing the music. 


@ The Oxford based ‘Collins Family’ are in the process 
of renaming their group ‘Family Traditions’, this | gather 
is to stop any confusion with Tony Collins and 
Bakersfield... | hear Nashville Fever play for charity 
(20th) at the Beck Theatre, Hayes in aid of the 
Alderbourne Unit, Hillingdon Hospital... See You next 
month... Country Rools O.K. 


40 Cole Close 
London SE28 8AU 


ix) FFP 01 310 2792 


Norman Mourant 


Henderson, Norman Mourant and the O.T.T. Band also 
Jan Mark and Norman Russell have done the 

honours. During the quiet summer season they will 
have a break, but plan to re-introduce this event in the 
Autumn. 


5 Lakeland Drive 


Camberly GU16 5LD ce) TS 0276 24504 
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BORDER COUNTIES 


@ Hereford United CMC, who meet every other 
Saturday, are still getting plenty of customers through 
the door. Scotland's Jolene and Barry were this months 
first act, and paying only their second visit to the 

club. The good sized crowd were not disappointed by 
the show the Duo put on, a selection of standards with 
the sprinkle of new material means there's a return 
booking in the future... 


@ The relatively newly formed Redditch based four 
piece, led by Barry Rutter (formerly Hamilton's Power & 
Blazing Saddles) who looks after most of the vocals, and 
plays rhythm guitar, leaving lead guitar in the capable 
hands of Dick Middleton, Harry King (bass) and Phil 
Thomas (drums) meant a nice sound from a lot of 
talent. Support act was Hereford’s ‘Mr. Country Music’ 
Bert Cooper, who’s been making a few local 
appearances with his son and son-in-law! 


@ Brendan Shine and his full group made their annual 
double visit to Shrewsbury’s Lazyacre CMC with 
Country Company and Iona and Andy taking turns as 
support act. Both nights were a complete sell out and 
very well received. 


@ The ‘Golden Nugget’ CMC run by a group of 
enthusiasts based in the Ludlow area does not have a 
regular venue. Their latest ‘Club’ night at ‘The Swan 
Hotel’ Tenbury Wells had Shrewsbury’s Delta Dawn 
doing the honours. As usual this act were very well 
turned out and worked very hard to give the fans three 
enjoyable sets. 


@ Twoofthis regions 

Country personalities got married 

this month, (ironically both on the same day). Raymond 
Guard, who ran the Pershore CMC until the end of last 
year, married Bery| the lady who helped him run the 
club. Also, when Shrewsbury based entertainer Dave 
Curtis married ‘lovely Kath’ they were joined for the 
celebrations by club promoters and fans many and 
various, congratulations to each. 


@ Jolene and Barry, and Wrexham’s Eddie Windsor 
supplied the music for Wigmore’s Wild West CMC this 
month, both shows were well attended and the fans got 
good value for money... 


@ My own promotion this month at the Lingen CMC 
featured the very talented Ruby Rendall and her band, 
and the supporting roll, if one can say that of this big 
man, was in the capable hands of Tony Best, who as 
usual had the place in uproar... Ruby and her boys 
having played the club last year, got a real warm 
welcome back from her fans. Her two sets were 
outstanding, making a first class show in every way, and 
one fans will remember for quite a while. 


EAST MIDLANDS 


@ Drum machines are things I’m not very keen on, but 
taped backing in any shape or form is something | find 
really unacceptable, so you can imagine my feelings 
recently on seeing Barry Glynn when the only part of his 
act that was ‘live’ was the vocal and even the rhythm 
guitar he used was not plugged into his PA. (to add 
insult to injury his guitar case bore a sticker ‘Keep Music 
Live’). This is a growing trend that will surely mean the 
loss of many Bands. | wonder if Clubs and venues could 
be persuaded to boycott them? Or, is this the way 
things will progress... don’t book a musician book the 
electronics engineer? 


@ My top spot in April was undoubtedly ‘The 
Spectacular’ at the Commodore International in 
Nottingham (reported elsewhere). Thanks go to 
everyone involved, not least my wife Wendy, without 
whose support I'd have worried myself to an early grave. 


@ | thought Rusty Weir and His Honky Tonk Band 
(from Texas) proved the equal of a number of British 
Bands | could mention on their performance at the 

OBS CMC Gedling M.W., and were enthusiastically 
received. The fact that the Band advised me they had 
not played together until they got over 

here is something | find a bit off. The Club 
promoters/organisers were not to blame, but the 
Agent, (in this case Lee Williams) perhaps deserves a 
swift kick in the rear for allowing such a thing to happen! 


WEST MIDLANDS 


@ Time was in the not so distant past when the West 
Midlands was the Mecca of country music, their bands 
were mostly local but highly rated nationally, does 
compacently kill competition? Clubs would be reluctant 
to book out of towners as the local bands lead the 
leaders, times and thoughts change and it appears that 
to succeed you either have to have a Scottish act as 
come from Nottingham. 


@ Adey’s Hardware Company cause problems for the 
emcee's but pull the crowds. Out of Hand prove ‘this 
outlaw thing done got...’ with some tremendous driving 
sets in places like conservative Knighton to the rocking 
Trinity's Country in Wordsley, but the youngest band is 
perhaps the most mind grabbing, Lazy Dog (three boys 
and girlon bass). They turned the C & W Club, 
‘Wolverhampton Rangers’ into a concert venue allowing 
the non western punters to enjoy their interpretations of 
Steve Young, Yoakham, and Earle songs. Being young 
and new they sometimes got the mix wrong, but made 
up for it in the last few numbers with Some lively dance- 
time stuff. 


@ Funny thing though, the country show on Beacon 
announced over 40 venues, if only clubs could 
amalgamate to provide perhaps larger shows the 
Midlands might get back on the booking circuit for the 
major tours. 


@ The British Shoe 

Corporation Social Club, Leicester 

Forest East, had to turn away when Kenny 

Johnson and Northwind appeared there. Suffice to say 
Liverpool's other winners were in superb form and 
provided an excellent performance for the capacity 
audience. Smashingvenue this with great meals at 
give away prices. My other visit to Leicester was to The 
Glen, Glen Parva which is the new home for Leicester 
CMC. On stage... Manson Grant and the Dynamos 
(who | was seeing for the first time) gave a pleasant 
performance. Manson is an excellent keyboard player 
but the show overall was not to my taste, having said that 
he was well received. 


@ The Silver Dollar CMC which runs every Wednesday 
from Basford Social Club, Nottingham featured local act 
‘Out Of Hand’. Fully pro, since the start of the 

year, Norman Hall, Nick Bunbury and ‘Snake’ 

Adams plus ‘new’ member Kevin Blake / lead guitar / 
vocals, certainly generated lots of excitement among 


@ New tomewasa 

Scottish act that regularly appears 

in this publications ‘coming events’ page, all over the 
country. Agenial giant, twelve string picker called Barry 
and Jolene his pretty partner whose immaculate 
harmony singing ensured a return booking at the ‘Triple 
P’ Penkridge. Good programme for this duo, stone 
country to bog standards, Jolene taking lead on the final 
set. No quarter short change on this night, although 
they were off to a Tony Best holiday week gig the next 
day. Also sharing the bill was Welshman Marc Wayne 
feeling his way back as solo artist after his stint with the 
Foster Boys, surprised he didn't include one of Noel 
Dillon's songs in his set. 


@ Nosooner had last month's edition hit the clubs than 
John Evans was on ‘the dog’ telling me that Shoo-tu was 
reformed and back on the road as Shoo-tu II ? 


@ Went to compere a charity fund raiser, in aid of the 
Duncan Edwards Sports Media-Centre, sharing the 
announcements with John Meier of Radio Wyvern. 


@ The Craven Arms CMC is still building up nicely with 
new members joining steadily. Delta Dawn and Jim 
Reynolds were just two of the acts that have entertained 
the club this month. 


@ Phil Wallace & The Empty Pockets Band from South 
Wales topped the bill, at the ‘Golden Valleys’ last club 
night, with Pete Palmer Band the ‘support act’. Empty 


the audience with a hard driving ‘Outlaw Material’ 
approach and with three lead vocalists they are capable 
of covering a wide range of material. Their current 
achilles heel is Kevin who provides lead vocal on the 
alternative material, but when he sings he appears 
unable to give the band the same drive on guitar and | 
thought the result very ordainary indeed. Perhaps a bit 
more support from Nick on rhythm guitar would make a 
difference. In Norman they certainly have a vocalist 
capable of providing authenticity to Waylon 

Jennings and Johnny Cash material! 


@ The White Stetson CMC at Ravenshead Village Hall 
had Rotherhams Singer / Songwriter John Lowndes & 
His band plus Barry Glynn for their monthly show. John 
and the lads went well with their mix of originals and 
better known numbers. | forecast a great future for John 
Lowndes given the opportunities needed to project 
himself. He has style and that inbred bit of charisma 
that seperates ‘Stars’ from mere mortals. 


@ GordonLemondine and (his buddie) Maurice were in 
excellent form recently at Silver Wheel CMC, (Long 
Eaton) providing an easy on the ear night for a fair sized 
audience. A first visit to the venue for Jim Ryder left 
both the audience and Jim very happy, Jim because he 
could sing anything he wanted in the knowledge that 
they would listen and vice versa. Ofallthe acts working 
Solo currently on the circuit | rate Jim among the best, 
his repertoire is vast, his presentation spot on, a guy 
worthy of his hire. 


Organised by Bob & Janet Heywood, who run 

the Red Lion in Kings Heath. It was at the larger venue 
the Irish Centre in Digbeth, managed by ‘Paddy’ 
McGrath who's brother Eddie was landlord of the Hen 
and Chickens during its country heyday - memories of 
Red Sovine, Dick Feller and Lore and the Lengends 
shows. A great crowd turned up for this Wednesday 
night special, representing around twelve local clubs, all 
sending coaches (see... they can amalgamate to do the 
big ones !!!). Four bands, Truckstop, Whiskey River, 
The Brazil Boys and Birmingham's Irish Country Queen 
Bridgette and the Country Cobblers, no honours or 
kudos this night, just wall to wall sound and the bounce 
back, it really echoes in there, but over £800 was well 
raised.! 


@ Aweek later | was back at the Irish Centre, to see 
Nanci Griffiths. She declined being interviewed 
especially as one local ‘jock’ had interviewed her and 
started doing comparisons with Barbara Mandrell, 
nearly as bad as mentioning Lyle Lovett, she does walk 
outthen! Full house, over 500 ata ‘fiver’, the lady came 
on wearing a flowered frock, black ankle socks and 
brown boots. Songs from her albums especially ‘Little 
Love Affairs’ which have hardly been unpacked in most 
record shops. Philip Donnelly was superb on lead 
guitar, he sang one solo sounding just like John Prine, 
who he last toured with. Nanci singing songs is a 
wonderful experience to behold, but Nanci rabbitting 
between wiih folksy anecdotes about obscure American 
villages is not. One of my highlights was ‘Sweet 
Dreams Come’ a John Stewart number. 


@ Jolene and Barry 


Pockets turned up a couple short on the night but Danny 
Power and Brian McDonald of the Power Band stood in 
to save the night! 


Sansheleam’ Lingen ay) 
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@ I've been a fan of Ken Harris for many years and 
marvelled at his repertoire, it’s always bang up to date 
and delivered with distinctive professionalism. For my 
money his association with Station Break has been of 
benefit to both parties, certainly this showed at OBS 
CMC, Gedling M.W. Superb musicianship allied to 
great vocals on such numbers as ‘Fearless Heart’, 
‘Hillbilly Highway’ and ‘I Love A Rainy Night’. 


@ The Pete Brazil Band also appeared at this venue 
and | was impressed with their something for everybody 
repertoire, a quartet that | suspect will grow in popularity 
in the near future! 


@ June 10th, 11th and 12th is the weekend for The 
Oakerthorpe ‘Drive In’, held on Jim Bradleys Ufton 
Fields Farm, Oakerthorpe, Nr. Alfreton in 

Derbyshire. (see ad for full details). If you've never 
been to this event, can | recommend it to you! The 9th 
Wrangle Festival on July 3rd (A52 between Boston and 
Skegness) is also well worthy of support (see ad for 
details). We wish both events fine weather, so critical to 
outside events. Another month gone - is it really June 
already? Info etc., to usual address and be lucky. 


71 Beckley Road 


Nottingham NG8 6GX Ao Wey 0602 763065 


@ But, John Stewart didn’t sing any Nanci Griffith songs 
at his concert for Accoustic Routes in Wombourne. This 
highly talented singer / songwriter, making his almost 
annual tour, had his followers there in force. John is 
getting political, like Kris Kristofferson, on his latest 
album some of which he showcased along with his 
highly skilled picking. If only the Brit solo’s would play 
like that, and some can... drum machines would 
disappear! 


@ Both the NanciGriffith and the Stewart concerts were 
Packed with people, ninety per cent of whom you never 
see around the clubs, and this is the audience that Bob 
Moore hopes to catch at his new club at the ‘Border 
Cafe’ founded at the ‘Breedon Arms’ Kings Heath. Bob, 
until recently, was mine host at the ‘Radcliffe Arms’ 
(Oxford) a successful, though small, stopover for all 
singer/songwriters (terrible phrase that) on tour, 
together with acts like Sleepy la Beef and Flaco 
Jiminez... C.M.R.U. will keep you informed. 


@ For the past thirteen years the ‘New Rose & Crown’ 
has had country on Saturday and Sundays, but now the 
Saturdays are no more, duffed out for weddings etc. It’s 
a hard fact if a club ain’t well supportec' the use of the 
room will be changed, it could happed 9 your 
club...Don'’t let it!! 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


SOUTH WALES 


@ The O.K.C.M.C., recently celebrated its 8th 
anniversary. Stringband, unaware of this until they 
arrived at the venue, lifted themselves to one of the best 
shows I've seen from them. A splendid laid on buffet, 
with a chaser of ‘Cool Water’ from the group, made a 
celebration to remember. Other acts at the venue, were 
Nashville Fever, and their ‘Dixieland Delight’, Western 
Union with ‘Border of the Blues’ and the Mike Young 
Band from the South West, with ‘Lay down beside me’, a 
number not played often in this neck of the woods. 


@ More recent shows saw Truckstop stopping off for a 
return, with great vocals from Freddie O’Borne and 
Co. They really swing along with ‘The Yellow Rose of 
Texas’ Then came the Saddletramps, returning after a 
toolong absence. Afteracautious start, they rolled into 
the sort of performance I’ve witnessed at other 
venues. ‘Tribute to Marty Robbins’ is a classic, while 
‘All she talks about is Texas’ illustrates that their 
material is interesting and lively. Individual vocals is 
also a feature, and I’m sure, from their reception, they 
will once again be regular visitors here. 


@ Pyle Leisure Centre, near Bridgend decided to go 
country, and what is hoped to be the first of regular 
shows, brought Bob Newman and Carol 

Gordon. Solidly professional in their act, from 
presentation to content, they smoothed their way 
through a wide spectrum of songs, introducing organ 
and fiddle on the way. 


AVON CALLING 


@ There's been two great shows at the Bung. Lulsgate 
since last months report. Firstly Sonny Curtis, Kelvin 
Henderson Band and West & Elliott. all did superb spots 
toapacked house. Then!saw Rusty Weir and his band 
give good value for money with two 1 hour spots. 
unfortunately this show was not that well attended. 


@ Brian Watkins’ report from the Coalpit Heath C.M.C. 
includes details about fine spot from Jolene & Barry. 
who were on tour from Scotland and Brian says Country 
Fresh had folks in fits of laughter with their gags. At the 
J.J. C.M.C. (Yate) ‘Medicine Bow’s three great spots 
were well received by all’. 


@ Reg Hughes from the White Horse. Westbury reports 
that they had a full house when Raymond Froggatt 
played their club and it was a great night of music. 


@ |saMclsaac sends news from the Continental Divide 
C.M.C. (Devonport) ‘We had our 12-hour Special 
(noon-midnight) and what a day it turned out to be and it 
was very well supported. we started off with our own 
‘Stringband’ great enthusiasm. everyone loved 

them. ‘Gambler’ from Scotland came next. Dougie the 
lead singer gets better but the whole band gave a great 
performance. Shaun Michael as usual wooed the 
people with his own special blend of Irish charm and his 


@ Viney HillC.M.C., 
held at St. Swythen’s Hall, 

featured Dave Lord and Country Gold who came over 
from Essex for a one-off! A good entertaining evening 
from an excellent 5 piece. They do a nice version of 
Froggatts ‘Charlie With Brown Eyes’. A nice club this, 
well worth a visit. 


@ The Silver Dollar C.M.C., held a ‘free and easy’ 
evening. Based at the Plough, Aberaman, it's a 
throwback to the club scene, and clubs as they were 
when they first started up in Wales, more than a show, 
it's an experience. Acts included the Timberwolf 
(‘Railroad Lady’) Ivor Gwilym (‘Ladies are Ladies’) Jim 
(‘Gypsy Woman’) Clive (‘Crystal Chandeliers’) a skit on 
various members of the audience (including me), 
Sundown and Squaw with a number or two, and Wild Bill 
with Jokes and comments. A grand evening for (and 
from) an assembled crowd, including Rip - Off Records. 


@ At another show here at the Silver Dollar C.M.C., 
Peter and Paul pleased, especially with their Hank 
Williams senior material, and singalong style, while 
Empty Pockets showed they still can be in the top 
bracket. Good guitar work from Andy, who also lent a 


lovely voice. and 

Bob Newman & Carole Gordon were 

‘absolutely fantastic, everything they do is 

faultless’. Sylvia and the Sylva Dollar band ‘seemed 
very nervous but improved as the night went 

on’. Sylvia's Dad featured his real ‘Golden Oldies. 
which gave the whole thing a different sound’. A mass 
finale wound up a great event! 


@ From the Swindon Silver Spur C.M.C.. | got this 
report... ‘We had a great night with a return visit from 
Hank Hillman & The Hole in the Wall Gang, the group 
love what they do and gave a near full house three fine 
sets of country music’. 


@ And finally if anyone wants to reach Nicki Clarke and 
Dave Sheriff. Barry Graham on 0749 73876 is taking 
messages! Thanks for your letters. please keep them 
coming. 


SOUTHERN STYLE 


@ |'ve managed to pack in a few more club visits this 


time around and there’s no reason why this should not , 


continue... The hardest part since I’ve moved is trying 
to get out of the habit that I’m not in a ‘holiday hotel’ 
compared to my previous abode. I’ve managed to fit in 
several visits to the Portsmouth CMC at the Blue 
Lagoon, Hilsea, Portsmouth...Mondays West Virginia 
were sweet on the ears, a great band whose reputation 
over some ten years continues to increase, pulled ina 
big crowd with promoter Derek Harper and his lady 
Meryl understandably chuffed. The band’s current 
personnel hail from widely scattered geographical 
areas... Wales, Shropshire, Yorkshire, etc., but since 
they practically ‘live on the road’, (so they told me), we 
had a most philosophical chat on ‘life’ in all the guises 
that one encounters! A band that really ‘works’ from 
stage and their repertoire reached many parts that 
others don't... 


@ Another night, but at the same venue Johnny Carter 
and Hurricane Ridge, | suppose ‘appropriately’ arrived 
at the start of a thunderstorm, but the torrential rain 
meant reduced numbers somewhat. The band were 
something else...although | found their dialect a bit hard 
to follow...the drummer pushed them along well and 
made it another great nights entertainment at the 
Portsmouth CMC. (Johnny advised us that it was a 
‘one-off’ gig as a weekend at Plymouth had been 
cancelled at the last minute). 


@ Asnippet of news 

from the club organiser Derek 

Harper should interest... those that miss the now 
demolished venue of the Rock Gardens at Southsea 
wherein the Portsmouth club built up a big 

following... The club returns to the Southsea Area on 
the site of the ‘old’ venue in August... | believe the vast 
new structure comprising several ballrooms etc...is 
called ‘The Pyramids’... from the look of it aptly 
named...but Country Musicwill be in a fine setting again 
right on the seafront. Raymond Froggatt, the Cotton 
Mill Boys and others are being negotiated. (can only 
say keep your eyes open!) The place will be capable of 
holding varied amounts from 300 to 
600...holidaymakers expected to swell the latter 
numbers... Derek Harpers ‘phone number is 
Portsmouth 370 867... get all the news as it happens 
from him. It will be all down to YOU to support it... 
personally I'll miss the new established atmosphere at 
the LIDO. Wildwood South CMC drew me to several 
gigs.. Steve Mitchell and Shiloh | found rather 
unique..with a line up that showed loads of talent, 
including 15 year old Glen Mitchell who swopped guitar 


Memphis Short 


vocal harmony to the unique forceful singing talents of 
Phil Wallace. Their versions of ‘Kidwelly Cowboy’, ‘Oh 
Susanah’, and ‘Cover of the Rolling Stone’, remain 
fresh in my mind. 


Photo By Jim Silverthom 


OOOOOOOOOO0000 
OOOOOoOoOoOoOooo0o0o0 


for mandolin and vocals to fine effect..he’s been 
plucking since six years old and will be something else 
once he gets rid of his obvious concern about his 
equipment!...amplifiers etc., | mean...itsounded great to 
me! Lovely country voice...watch him! Uses of 
excellent banjo and mandolin from both guitarists meant 
some fast Blue Grass’y style at times. ..too fast to dance 
to but all enjoyed this departure from the norm. 


@ Atthe larger Lower Brownhill Road venue.. The 
same club organisers had a special one-off Friday 
featuring String Fever...with aname like that inevitably a 
Bluegrass Band, but decidedly different...shades of the 
old ‘Redwood’ and ‘Country Legend’ in the line-up that 
borrowed standard and contemporary items, producing 
a mix of modern and ole’ time that had the (rather 
smallish) crowd dancing. An ‘experiment’ I’d not have 
gambled on myself...but there it was. 

Contrasting heavily in style with regular ‘Wildwood’ 
Award winning Band ‘Clovis’ the next night, who drew a 
huge crowd on the floor from the word ‘go’...in spite of 
the band’s missing steelie..‘gone elsewhere’ said Al 
Cody...the fourpiece gained appreciative 

applause...! 


@ From Kinson, which is near Bournemouth, | get news 
from Gerry Hockey (tel:072 53 288) that the Silver Dollar 
(Mark Two) is booking way ahead for its Tuesday night 
gigs...among others scheduled are Steve Knight's 
Country Band from Somerset, Western Rodeo Band, 
plus Fredie Jameson & Convoy, plus ‘locals’ Sandy 
Mac, Hank Dalton, etc., with a possible visit of the 
Golden Oldie Revival Frank Yonco and his Everglades, 
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@ The Pete Palmer band showed up at the Golden 
Valley C.M.C., (Park Hall Ballroom, Wormelow) ‘Silver 
Wings' came over loud and clear. | thought were a big 
improvement on my last sighting. 


@ Swansea C.M.C. seem to be going great guns these 
days. Frisco (Resident Group) preluded with a lovely 
‘To all the girls I've loved before’, and then gave way to 
the most exciting band I've experienced in a long time, 
the Ruby Rendall Band. Thrilling, vibrant, immensely 
talented, with a bewildering permutation of vocal and 
interchanging instruments, consisting of guitar, 
keyboards, mandolin, accordian, drums, banjo, and 
fiddle. | was left in amazement at the superb talents of 
this 5 piece cluster of delights. ‘Running Kind’, | loved, 
while their ‘Cajun Moon’ also will long be 
remembered. The Swansea club, currently at it’s 
Wales longest running club. Any challengers? 


@ When Memphis Short and Grand Canyon, paid their 
recent return visit to the O.K. C.M.C., | really enjoyed 
their lovely ‘Storms of Life’, there too, Chris Morton floor 
guested, and the Timberwolf ‘Trilogied’, and of course, | 
can't close without mentioning the Grand Canyon's 
treatment of ‘Severn Spanish Angels’. Horses for 
courses, this is the one. 


@ Mystar spot, (alittle belated), from the main arena at 
Wembley, on Easter Monday, who else but Willie 
Nelson, with ‘Whiskey River’. 
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Sonny Curtis. 
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once highly rated, Frank has been away from the scene 
for a few years, only returning to his former base county 
of Cornwall recently!... 


@ Whilst reporting on the Bournemouth area...Country 
Unison Club, (Saturday Monthly) are at BDH Sports & 
Social Club, Parkstone...it’s their 10th Birthday on June 
18th when they have The Kevin Duffy Band...a lovely 
venue, friendly atmosphere, good dance floor, great bar 
with food at reasonable prices, a hard-working 
committee has made it’s good reputation over the 
years. (congratulations to you all). 


@ Alterations, (improvements a better word), at the 
Brighton CMC Labour Club Venue will be completed by 
the time you read this, and Neil Coppendale says ‘it will 
offer even greater comfort’...plus food and drink at 
remarkably low prices. 


@ Petersfield CMC continues their good year...Sheila 
Crittall sends all the gigs and news regularly for which 
thanks and hope to fulfil your invite soon...June sees 
Buckboard (from Stroud), Harpers Ferry, Champions, 
Honky Tonk Heroes, etc., at Petersfield Social Club, it’s 
near the Railway Station O.K. so I’m fast running out of 
wordage allowance! Don’t forget new address...which 
looks fairly permanent...if anything ever is! see ya....at 
the club? Soon! hope. 


15 Crichton Hse, Rotary 
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NORTH WEST 


@ Caught the touring Rusty Weir Show twice in the 
North West. Firstly at High Lane CMC, at the invitation 
of Pam and Eddie where | discovered Rusty Weir to be 
one of many songwriters who's paid their dues in and 
around Austin during the Texas country music boom 
years. This breed share a common belief that their 
music is a mixture of peoples music which cannot be put 
into any one musical bag other than just plain Texas 
Music. When larrived at High Lane | realised Rusty had 
brought over his own bands drummer plus a couple of 
pickers who held good credits in the States. Bass 
guitarist Fletcher won his spurs on the Woodstock 
project. whilst lead guitarist Kenny has recorded with 
some of the biggest names to come out of Texas, but! 
thought their stage show was interesting rather than 
spectacular. Incontrastmy second viewing of the same 
line up at Manchesters Bier Keller when they appeared 
as guests of Leigh Sterlings Rock Show. Their short set 
went a storm with the gathered muso’s. A couple of 
Manchesters noted muso’s remarked to me that they 
never realised that country music was so interesting and 
exciting. lending proof that Texas Music is still free from 
musical bags. 


@ Jean and Ged from Bredbury CMC reported a full 
house and a cracking show from Stone Creek at the 
clubs monthly get together. sorry that | had to miss out 
but it was a pure case of being unable to be in two places 
atonce! Mike Tunnicliffe at Silverado CMC also reports 


NORTH EAST 


®@ Bringing a nostalgic touch of Texas to Yorkshire a 
few weeks ago, Randy Erwin and his band were a 
delight in their simplicity. Western Swing, soulful Hank 
Williams blues and Jimmie Rodgers trains all emerged 
fresh and uncluttered given the tasteful Erwin yodel 
treatment. A lovely version of Dwight Butcher's 
‘Goodbye Old Mexico’ with precise fiddle playing from 
classically trained Gail, neat picking from Kim on 
acoustic guitar and Dusty with her electric Ampeg bass 
formed a sympathetic unit to promote a style of music 
sadly missed over the past few years. By way of aparty 
piece Randy also gave an exuberant demonstration of 
rope twirling, | was the guinea pig and standing in the 
middle of a swirling lasso definitely has its heart- 
stopping moments. 


@ Always striving to differ his presentation and 
performance Peter Rowan was accompanied on this 
tour by brother Lorin. More usually to be found with his 
own rock and reggae band on the Californian coast 
Lorin along with Chris Rowan recorded a couple of 
albums with Peter in the early ‘70's. On this occasion 
however Lorin’s electric guitar. played bottle-neck style 
on ‘Walls of Time’, gave a new slant to established 
Rowan numbers whilst providing impetus and drive to 
songs resurected from the Earth Opera period. The 


SOUTH EAST 


® itis already half way through another year and quite 
a noteable year so far for the volume of tours and 
Festivals. The Harlow FREE Festival once again takes 
the stage over the first weekend of the month for the 11th 
year and with a line up that appears as strong as ever. It 
certainly must become more difficult as the years go by 
to keep up with or better the previous years. The first 
weekend in the month seems to be a popular time for 
Festivals with the Good ‘n’ Country festival taking place 
on the first Sunday in July. 


@ | was sad to hear recently of the death of Gordon 
Huntley. Gordon lived for many years nr. Maidstone 
and was often to be seen on the local scene playing with 
different bands. He always had time to help up and 
coming steel players and | count myself priviliged to 
have known Gordon. He was often called the father of 
the steel guitar in Britain and must be one of the first ever 
steelies in Britain and even went into manufacturing 
under the Denley brand. A sad loss to British Country 
Music. 


@ | was in conversation recently with another fine steel 
player Ted Barrett who was telling me that he is now off 
the road due to ill health. It appears it could be a long 

time before Ted will be able to resume his very popular 
solo career and his place in Pinto. | understand though 


some smashing dates 

at his club, Mike sent me a great 

news sheet and handout on their birthday guest 
Raymond Froggatt and his Band. (keep up the good 
work my mate, sell what you believe in and you will fill, 
your venue.) 


@ During my term of office at the North West desk of this 
publication | have found it close to impossible to visit 
every club within the region although | have often 
travelled over a thousand miles ina month in search and 
support of country music, which works out at more than 
a mile per word. | often get requests from club goers, 
organisers, acts, agents, promoters, etc, for a plug to 
help publicise their activities. My usual reply is an invite 
to drop me a line for my file which in turn authenticates 
their requests. The responce to this request is usually 
to say the least poor, (except from the dedicated few). 


@ Had a wonderful day out at the Commodore 
International in Nottingham where | compered Ben & 
Pete’s 12 hour Country Music Spectacular. Itwas great 


deliciously wicked 

Bill Monroe episode was related in 

full glory and no Rowan performance would be complete 
without dodging the radar and Paraquet as part of the 
Free Mexican Airforce. Rowan is a master of his craft 
and however impossible, he appears more vocally 
impressive with each U.K. tour. His song-writing talents 
have provided hits for Ricky Skaggs and George Strait 
and now Jannie Fricke. His new album recorded with 
the highly acclaimed Nashville Bluegrass Band is 
entitled ‘New Moon Rising’ and slated for a June 
release. 


®@ Acapacity crowd at the Winning Post in York again 
greeted Flaco Jiminez and his Tex-Mex Band. The 
ubiquitous Oscar Tellez on banjosexto sharing lead 
vocals with Flaco ensured that the evening moved at a 
cracking pace. The underlying German and Polish 
polka rhythms so prominent in Tex-Mex music came to 
the fore under Flaco's flying fingers. Despite increasing 
demands on his solo work time: Flaco is due to record 


that Ted will be continuing to write songs in search of 
that one that makes his name, if you're after new 
material then Ted is well worth contacting. |canputyou 
in touch. 


@ |twas nice to find Mickey Hayes guesting on L.A. 
Country recently on B.B.C. Radio Kent, Mickey was 
talking about his Euro-Country Music Masters Tros 
Television event taking place next month in 

Holland. This is Europes premier Country Music 
Showcase providing a rare opportunity to see quality 
Country Music Acts from 16 different nations taking 
part. C.M.R.U runs its first Euro House Party in support 
in July. 


@ Bandana Country have sent me a picture in 
response to my comments about them recently, | don’t 
know if that was a punishment or not (only joking). The 
band consists of Phil Redman lead vocals and guitar, 
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Bob Chapple 


to see a full house for both shows. All of the 
performers worked out of their skins to make the eventa 
spectacular, the backstage, sound, and administration 
crews worked to perfection to make the whole day one to 
remember and one that British country music can be 
proud of. 


@ | took a ride into North Wales to Pontins Prestatyn to 
live it up with some old friends for the day at Pontins 
Country Music Festival. Bob Chapple reported’a huge 
turnout of festival fans for this weeklong event. Bob 


two songs ‘The Street of Bakersfield’ and ‘She Wore 
Red Dresses’ with Dwight Yoakham in L.A., an 
extensive tour with Ry Couder to include Japan he has 
still found time to be well underway with his own album 
‘Flaco Jiminez and Amigos’ - some of the Amigos being 
Rowan. Coudar and Mark O'Connor to be released in 
July. Also, a brief trip to the U.K. has been organised 
with a York date in July. 


@ Ahastily arranged gig by Chris Lawrence for 
‘Hogans Heroes’ featuring guitar legend Albert Lee, 
drew musicians and punters in droves to the Astoria in 
Leeds. Opening honours wentto the H.T. Hobos swiftly 
followed by Yorkshire's super-picker Stu Page and 
Remuda. A good set from Stu featuring several of his 
own numbers including ‘Slave to the Wheel’ which is to 
be included on his new album. Despite suffering a burst 
top hose somewhere in Derbyshire the ‘Heroes’ arrived 
intact and opened with the good old window rattler 
‘Sweet Little Lisa’. Grappling with the sound which was 
great if you had no interest in the vocals, the two hour set 
was a knock-out. The man who went to America to _ 
show the Yanks how to play guitar traded stiff licks with 
Gerry Hogan on steel in Luxury Liner, slowed it alldown 
for a slow blues and tore away in ‘Country Boy’ and 
‘Johnny Be Good’. Strong support on drums, anda 
couple of songs from Pete Baron, more recently seen on 
the D.A. Coe tour, on keys Mike Bell and bass Brian 


QOQOOOOOOO0 
OOOOOOOO0O 


Bryan Anthony lead vocals and rhythm guitar, ‘Big’ Pete 
Wisbey lead guitarist and vocals, Dave Whicham bass 
guitar and vocals and Jimmy Bishop drums with Jim 
Smith playing steel on most gigs. There, so you now 
know who they are... (Note) if you run a country band in 
Kent and would like to be featured drop me aline, witha 


Harrogate HG1 4BY 


once described Pontins festivals as kindred to a three 
ring circus embracing music, dance and dress. It has 
through natural development become more than that 
without loosing sight of its initial concept, the music has 
developed into a pot pourri of talents mixing pro, semi, 
and new, together. The dance embraces lessons on 
square, and line dancing, whilst the ballroom show and 
country disco offers a mixture of styles from jive to belly 
rubbing. The dress offers just about everything sodiers, 
westerners, indians, mexicans, urban cowboys, 
dancehall girls, you name it they wear it. It’s pure 
fantasy and honest escapism, it’s also good fun. It'sa 
holiday with a difference which has helped spread 
country music to a wider audience. 


@ Six days later | returned to North Wales to 
Presthaven Sands for the start of their weeklong 
Country Music Festival. | actually went to spend a 
couple of days with my fellow scribe ‘Mighty Mick Green’ 
to listen to a few of his self written tracks for his new 
album and generally relax in the only way that | know 
how, in a country music environment. The event was 
not unlike a Pontins event with all the trappings of a 
Holiday Festival. The caravan accommodation was of a 
very high standard but the bar opening hours were from 
the dark ages. The shandies that | consumed hardly 
wet my whistle. (Greenie’s dry throat sounded an 
improvement though.) It was a smashing break away 
from the (Whose On Where) pen. Thanks for the 
opportunity of change go to our editors although | did 
clock over a thousand miles again this month it was 
relaxing. 
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Hodgeson. On returning home to California Albert has 
recording sessions lined up with Jeff Beck and a tour 
with the Everley Brothers before returning in August to 
the U.K. with hopefully a repeat northern gig. 


@ On the more local front N. East based Art Marshall 
appeared at the Stables in Knaresborough. Although a 
staunch supporter of English writers, performing songs 
by Froggatt and Des Richards (Kelvin Henderson's lead 
guitarist) Art keeps a broad eye on the newer U.S. 
material especially the likes of Steve Warriner. 


® Asurprisingly small but enthusiastic crowd greeted 
the Princess of the Pedal Steel alias Sarah Jory on her 
visit to Harrogate C.M.C., at their base on Wetherby 
Road. Fresh from her successful American trip which 
included appearing at the P-Steel convention in 
Nashville and also a recording session, Sarah proceed 
to delight and entertain. Her daft handling of the p/s on 


such numbers as Remmington Ride and Sugarfoot Rag 


was neatly tempered by her singing and guitar 
playing. A modest hard working young lady whose 
success is reflected in her achievements both in the U.K. 
and abroad. 


@ Don't forget - Edale Bluegrass Festival week-end of 
3rd June and featuring besides a host of British bands, 
from the States Doyle Lawson and Quicksilver. News 
etc, to usual address. 


18 Powell Street 
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ae 


@ Bandana Country 


‘decent’ B/W photo, | will do my best to get it included in 
this column. You can contact me at the usual address. 


3 Woolage Green 
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COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


TYNE & WEAR 


@ The Moat Brothers Country Band, who are almost a 
country music institution here on Tyneside, have been 
appearing on Tyne-Tees Television over the past few 
weeks singing gospel music in the Epilogue 

spot. Following on from this Leon Moat info’s he 
performs gospel music every Saturday afternoon at the 
North Shields Mission with BBC radio presenter Frank 
Wappat and says that this is becoming well 

attended. Tyne-Tees Television also invited Tex and 
Leon to take part in the ITV Telethon which took place 
over the Spring Bank Holiday weekend. The two Moat 
Brothers’ are appearing quite often in the areanow asa 
duo although they are still available as a four-piece 
band. The two lads recently performed at the wedding 
of long-time ‘Gunfighter’ C.M.C. compere Alan Neal to 
Kathleen Welford and congratulations are sent to them 
from all their friends in country music. Leon Moat can 
often be heard on BBC Radio Cleveland on Sunday 
afternoons as regular stand-in for ‘Country Time’ host 
Stan Laundon 


@ No report this month from my regular correspondent 
from the Border C.M.C.. Berwick. Margaret Trotter. (1 
hope all is well with you Margaret)... but staying in the 
Border area with news of the ‘Diesal Cowboys’ who 
have now added a steel-guitarist to their already 
talented line-up. Denny reports that they have a debut 
cassette on sale - I'm looking forward to that! 


CUMBRIA REPORT 


@ The Chuck-Wagon 

(Alnwick) recent charity evening 

featured the popular Rogue Band (from York). As well 
as enjoying the entertainment provided by the Band. the 
audience were entertained with an impromptu display of 
western dancing by two Americans on holiday from 
Wyoming... Entertainers set to appear at the Chuck 
Wagon in the coming months are T.P. Stubbs and Chas 
Collins. Key West and Andy Brown. 


@ A New club has opened its doors in the area. the 
Double 'B’. which meets every Sunday at the Broadway 
Ballroom, Pelaw. Entertainment so far, has been 
provided by local bands. including the Moat Brothers. 
Apache. Shakedown and Levi... The Bull Run Civil War 
Society who meet at Hebburn Colliery W.M.C. on 
Wednesday nights are recruiting new members so if you 
are interested in the American Civil War. either Union or 
Confederate. | am sure you will be made most 
welcome. Oh. yes... and they also hold country music 
nights at the same club on Friday nights! 


@ Brilliant and fantastic were two of the words used to 
describe ‘Sundown’ the talented trio from Lancashire 
who appeared at Clifton British Legion and later in the 
month at the ‘Triple C’. The sprinkling of new material 
amongst the better known stuff went down well with the 
fans from both venues. 


@ twas well worth my trip to the Border Badlands Club 
at Gretna Green to see the New Everglades from 
Liverpool. A five piece band who provide widely varied 
music from modern original material to good ‘ole 
traditional Country. Not too many folk went along. but | 
suggest those who didn’t make it. don’t miss them next 
time round! 


@ Tickets are now on sale for West Cumbria Country 
Festival. at Whitehaven in August. looks a good line up 
of acts! 


@ Buzzard Creek kicked off the musical proceedings at 
Pirelli Club. Carlisle, this fine four piece outfit. were later 
joined on stage by the smartly dressed (as always) 
Gerry Ford, and his selection of country songs were 
delivered with the confidence that only experience 
brings. Comments overheard in the audience, not all 
Country fans, ‘Entertaining and Enjoyable’. 


@ |Itwas asmaller 

than usual crowd at Workington 

British Legion for the Charity Night. but Bradford based 
‘Dillinger’ didn't seem to notice. they got on with the job 
and provided a good night of humour and music 


@ For the Foster & Allen fans (They appeared at the 
Sands. Carlisle) there’s a new album released (mid 
April) entitled ‘Any Dream Will Do’, | can recommend, 


°@ ‘Joe Piper & Country Courage’ were late in arriving 


again. (sorry Joe) at Cactus Jacks Workington British 
Legion. They had to set up their gear while fans were 
getting restless, without a minute to think things over, 
Joe was soon asking for requests, but | think he was 
taking the time to suss out his audience, but as the night 
wore on, Joe and the band became more relaxed, and 
supplied the music their public wanted to hear! 


@ |don'tlike to think I'm missing anything, but! couldn't 


CLEVELAND /DURHAM 


@ Barnard Castles Glaxo Club is one place to head for 
this month when the ‘Go Country’ C.M.C. stages 
Teesdales 2nd C.M. Festival Building on last years 
successful opener. | know Charlie. Sylvia, Celia, Eddie. 
Bill and Doren have pulled out all the stops to ensure 
norther fans have another cracking days entertainment. 
and ‘Superb entertainment. sheer brilliance’ summed 
up Glaxos regular monthly show featuring John C King 
and the Cotton Mill Boys’. Never seen a performance 
like it’ reckoned Ann Carmody. high praise 

indeed. Jennifer and | made the long trek to Glaxo to 
see Carolina pay arare visit to the area. From every 
point of view a lovely, pleasant all round band. yet. as in 
last years festival they lacked the sparkle needed to 
really fire the emotions! 


@ My show of the month goes to Loftus (West Road) 
Social, and my thanks to John Stoehouse for giving me 
the opportunity to once again hear the Dee-lightful voice 
of Jeannie (yes she’s still here. she hasn't gone, she’s 
still going, still don’t know when) of Jeannie Dee and 
super harmonies of Tony and Duncan. the Jeannie Dee 
Trio. aided and abetted by C.D.L. drummer Johnny 
Young. Jeannies great personality and band humour 
shone through in a captivating performance that made 
me realize what a big loss this top quality female vocalist 
and lovely lady has been to the U.K. scene these past 
two years. All the old J.D. favourites were there 
particularly appealing. duetting with Duncan on 


Parton Wagoners 

‘Fight And Scratch’, superb 

Headlining a great evening Castlefords 

immaculately turned out. highly entertaining Collier 
Dixon Line. Dennis thanking the club. in his usual wry 
humour, for his return visit. by popular request (17 years 
On). nice one Den!... A disappointing attendance of 130 
despite extensive advertising on local radio and T.V 
was somewhat lost in this 500 seater concert room, A 
first rate show. tickets £1. ale 50p a pint. honestly. what 
do fans want around here. It was noticeable no one 
attended from nearby Clubs. Perhaps highlighting one 
of the problems facing venues in this neck of the woods. 


@ Gambler impressed me at Middlesbro’s R.A.O.B 
Club this time around. The recent addition of electric 
piano and harmony vocals to young lan Harris's 
repertoire giving the band a much fuller sound. Still 
more light and shade required though... and mines a 
pint. Lenny proving what they say about scotties (in 
joke).... The light and shade comment also applies to 
regional debutants ‘Reno’. Andy Mcintosh. (lead. fiddle 
lead vocals). Gordon Hay (drums) and Ronnie Thain 
(bass. vocals) at Middlesborough Cycling Club. In 
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Nancy Griffith 


@ Another club which also continues to promote 
country music on Friday nights is Brigham and Cowans 
(South Shields) recent guests were the popular 
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Liverpool group, Ben Rees Band... (Congratulations to 
Brigham and Cowans regular, Harry Wood on reaching 
his 60th birthday!) 


@ Texas songstress Nancy Griffith was a recent visitor 
to the Riverside Club, Newcastle - hope to have a report 
next month... |note Lyle Lovett and his Band are playing 
at the Newcastle Playhouse this month, so please 
support this one. 


@ A variety of acts have appeared at the Gunfighters 
C.M.C., (Jarrow) this month. | enjoyed the first showing 
in the area of the John Lowndes Band (Sheffield) and 
look forward to a return visit... whilst | have seen better 
performances from Firewater... and ‘Cross Country’ met 
with a mixed reaction from the audience on this 
occasion. 


@ Finally. | personally was disappointed with the 
performance of ‘Addison Heights’ whose choice of 
songs mainly old country standards. ‘Crystal 
Chandeliers’. ‘Okie’ etc.. is better suited to the Working 
Men’s Club audiences of the region rather than the 
country music venues. | feel they should look closely at 
their material and update it considerably if they want to 
be successful on the country music circuit. 


@ Shall we see you all at Gypsies Green - don’t forget 
Tompall Glaser will be there and his double. Brian 
Clough! News etc.. address as usual 


15 Coatsworth Court 


By Wey 091 4781885 


Gateshead NE8 10R 
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make it to the White Heather Hotel, who booked Manson 
Grant and the Dynamos, and Gettysburg, on to Lazonby 
C.M.C. where The Snuffy Garrett Trio and Quicksilver 
appeared thanks for the invite Gilbert. (Reports for both 
nights were most satisfactory). 


@ Dates to keep you happy in June. The Campbells 
are coming, Hurrah! Hurrah! one of my favourite bands 
‘Campbells Country’ are booked to appear at Cactus 
Jacks W.B.L. and Pirelli Club, Carlisle. Don Williams is 
at Sands Centre, Carlisle, Bob McKinlay and Redwing at 


every other aspect. however an excellent new 

act. Having read all the glowing reports on bands north 
of the border and in the main. been personally 
disappointed. Reno are one | would recommend on this 
showing 


@ Golden voiced Dave Bryan commanded good order _ 


at Redcar Albion Club along with Evergreen Duo, Pat & 
Roger Johns. Pure country nostalgia made a very 
pleasurable change from some of the more 
commercialised country acts. People rave about the 
authentic country voice of a certain Yorkie. (for me this 
guy is out on his own). Scots Country Comfort showed 
bags of potential at the Saddletramps. featuring 10 
instruments. four lead vocalists and an ‘across the 
board country’ catalogue of styles including cajun. 
zydeco. bluegrass and western swing. Improvements 
to stage dress and a rehearsed presentation might well 
see Dave Smith. lead ‘steel: Robin Deas. drums: ‘Big’ 
Jim Hyndman. lead fiddle ‘banjo: John Parkin. bass and 
Eddie Eugster. accordian keys really take off for bigger 
things 


@ {had the pleasure of catching a typical Campbells 
Country performance nearer home this time, when they 
played Norman Wrights Dormans Athletic Club. 
Middlesboro. Their current cassette ‘Cajun Explosion’. 
over 5.000 copies sold in 7 months. is | understand, the 
fastest selling tape on the british scene. Family band 
Sylvie & Sylva Dollar gave a nervous first half showing 
on their opening night in the N.East at Dormans. The 
introduction and calming influence of dad Wal Weston in 
the second gave a completely new aspect to the 

band. One or two lessons learnt during their tour will 
I'm sure. make them far wiser on their return. Another 
nice pleasant outfit 


Foster & Allen 


Gretna, Pete Palmer and Mary T Rose visit Lazonbys, 
and Adeys Hardware Co. are at Clifton British 

Legion. So it's gonna be another good month for 
Country Music enthusiasts locally. Don't forget any 
reports, dates to note, orinformation., ‘goings on’ etc.. I'll 
be pleased to hear from you... See Ya’ around! 


‘Carita’, Scales, 


& TB 0965-20929. 


Aspatria, Carlisle. 


@ Pinto Bennett & The Famous Motel Cowboys 
created an exceptional honky tonk sound. covering 
mainly their own material at Bowburns Crowtree Social. 
home of the Lazy C. Peppercorn played to a room 
bursting at the seams at a charity night at Crook Cricket 
Club. £300 raised. West country soloist Shaun 
Michaels pleasant voice and standard material had 
Crooks Farrahs Arms patrons warming to him. 


@ Lanchesters ‘Outlaw C.M.C. continues to attract 
good support every Saturday. The Paddy Kelly Band. 
filling in for an unwell Jody Stevens. The Me! Hague 
Band and The Collier Dixon Line all provided good 
entertainment for the members. Local briefs... Dan 
Kelly has a strat (in joke). | hear my old mucker is due to 
enter Paul & Nadine Stephensons (Prediction) new 16 
track Pan Studio, Bishop Auckland for a recording 
session. interesting.... Ken & Billie Ford are appearing 
at The Sunshine Hotel. St. Helier, Jersey until October... 
Clevelands grand old gentleman of country Sam 
Pearson & Terry (Doc) Bowes have released a ‘debut’ 
cassette entitled ‘Cleveland Country Cousins’.. 


@ ..Bri. Plumpton has called a halt to activities at 
Lazenbys Lazy B. pathetic support... | also hear 
Darlintons Wheatsheaf Hotel is struggling to hold it's 
own against cheaper. larger venues... closing on a 
brighter note, Saltburns old Milton Street Club and 
Skeltons Marlborough Club (Sundays) are starting 
country on a weekly basis 
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SHADES OF GREEN 


® Celebrating their 30th Anniversary The Country 
Music Association, confirm that Daniel O'Donnell is 
among six artists, for the CMA International Showcase, 
in Nashville. The show will be hosted by legendary 
country star George Jones as part of the Fan 

Fair. Joining Daniel will be Canada’s Johnny Burke, 
France's own Alien Playboys, Jodle Birge from 
Denmark, The Big Band from Norway and Australia’s 
Gottani Sisters. Also on the bill for this 18th annual 
show will be the famed Jordanaires. After collecting a 
Platinum Disc for Irish sales, and a Silver Disc for British 
sales of his chart-topping album ‘Don't Forget To 
Remember’, the singer is enjoying good radio air-spins 
with ‘Two's Company’ a duet with sister Margo. 


@ Donegal'’s other country star Seamus McGee and his 
band will be joining top American country star George 
Hamilton IV, at the gala charity event ‘Fun Fest 

West’. The show will be staged in the Barnscourt 
Estate, the home of the Duke of Abercorn on Saturday 
18th of June. Joining Seamus and George on the bill 
will be new country hero John Hogan, and the young 
instrumental duo The Gooch Brothers, plus several 
other names yet to be confirmed. Unicorn Records 
have recently issued a new EP from Seamus. ‘Wake 
Up’ could be a potential hit, and also ‘Ireland '88’ which 
he co-composed with sound engineer Danny 
O'Donnell. Both will be featured on his forthcoming 
album, which was recorded at Westland Recording 
Studio, in Dublin under ace producer Crawford 

Bell. With Daniel, Margo and Seamus in action the 
Town of Donegal is certainly enjoying good media 
attention at present. 


THE BIRTH OF MINSTREL RECORDS 


@ Birmingham based promoter and record dealer John 
Fitzgerald recently launched his own independent 
recording label Minstrel Records. To-date Frankie & 
Midnight have issued a single and album entitled 
‘Mother's Love Is A Blessing’, and country band The 
Brazils have also issued an album on the Minstrel 
Label. Now John is mounting a major campaign to 
support ‘Ireland | Love Every Inch Of You’, an eighteen 
track album, and single from Breege Kelly. The 
Ballyshannon based vocalist and piano accordian 
player is featured on tracks such as ‘Glenswilly’, ‘Home 
Boys Home’, ‘Grace’. 


COUNTRY SOUNDS 


®@ Big Tomisbackwith a four track EP... ‘Jealous Heart’ 
is the title track, but many of his old fans feel it should be 
‘Conemara Shore’. Ahit for Margo and Hugo Duncan in 


@ A few touring 

acts brightened the Highland Country 

scene over the past few weeks. Firstofall there was the 
Carrot Crunchers with Martin Conners who treated folk 
to a lot of laughs, (their act can only be described as 
crazy). Part of this show was given over to a solo spot 
from (former Carrot Cruncher) Tony Kelly who now 
works on his own performing a mixture of Irish and 
country material. The audiences at each of the two 
shows | attended were happy with this (‘show with a 
difference’). 


@ Back in these parts again recently, The Louisiana 
Outlaw, Jody Smith put on a dynamic show, featuring his 
excellent self penned material, and | enjoyed his version 
of ‘You're the reason God made Oklahoma’ and ‘Faded 
Love’. His warm personality endears him to audiences 
both on and off stage!... The Blue Ridge Band did a first 
tate job of backing him and gave a very good account of 
themselves in their own spots. 


@ After an absence of two years Brendan Shine 
returned to bring ‘Full House’ signs out all over the 
North. Backed by an excellent six piece band, it did not 
take Brendan long to get his audiences clapping and 
singing along, creating a very pleasant relaxed 
atmosphere!... Support at a number of the venues was 
provided by John C King’s Family Band, | have 
commented on this band several times before but every 
time | hear them they've improved. John’s daughter 
Angela is developing a tremendous stage personality 
and combined with her fine voice she looks currently set 
for a bright future in the music business. 


@ By the time you read this article the Cotton Mill Boys 
latest cassette ‘Out Among The Stars’ should be on 


HIGHLAND COUNTRY 


the 60's and 70's, 
the song ‘Dear God’ is revived by 

Mary Duff as one track on her new album. Not the best 
version of ‘Old Love's Never Die’ from Tony Stevens, 
while Mick Flavin seems to have distribution problems 
with his EP ‘Waltz Of The Angels’. With advance sales 
of 130,000 copies of Foster & Allen had an instant 
Album chart hit with their new album ‘Remember You're 
Mine’. But for new style country it must be the Fleadh 
Cowboys who are in action on ‘Hard Core Hotel’ with a 
Mary Coughlan joining in the session. A debut cassette 
from Ramblin Fever, country style of course. 


@ MCA Records presented the lovely Nanci Griffiths 
with a Silver Disc for Irish record sales, during her 
sell-out tour. The presentation was made by host Gay 
Byrne on his RTE/Channel 4 ‘Late Late Show’... With 
ace musicians such as Gerry Walsh late of the Mighty 
Avons, the dancing fiddler Mick McManus, and 
Nashville guitarist Satch Wright in his band, newcomer 
John Hogan is winning a lot of new fans, with his debut 
EP ‘Brown Eyes’ one of the most requested songs of 
88. 


@ Philomena Begley and her band hit the British circuit 
this month as she supports Don Williams on his British 
Tour. Meanwhile her arch rival Susan McCann will be 
dressed to kill when she appears for a week in 
‘Dollywood’, Dolly Parton's famed entertainment 
complex nest Knoxville, Tennessee. She flys off there 
on August 2nd. Randy Travis booked for the Dublin's 
National Stadium as part of his first major European 
Tour. 


@ Weseem to have aglut of ‘country bands’ at present, 
all hoping to become instant hits like Daniel 
O'Donnell. But sadly most of the pop-folk cross-over 
artists will have a short life on the country scene and 
Bandwagon Jumpers will have little success with Irish 
fans without good country style backing. 


@ Till next month - SLAN GO FOILL. 


‘Bunbeg’ Letterkenny fF 
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sale. The fourteen tracks feature some of the bands 
most requested numbers along with lesser known 
numbers like ‘The Emigrant’s Letter’ and ‘Seneca 
Square Dance’. The popular Radio Scotland D.J. cum’ 
artiste Gerry Ford is in the throes of recording yet 
another series of ‘Gerry Ford Presents’ for airing on the 
second hour of Country Club on 4th, 11th and 18th 
Aug. Recorded at Glasgow's Grand Ole Opry, Gerry 
sings and introduces the guests Colorado, Anne 
Williamson, Ruby Rendall, Rattlesnake Annie, The 
Moody Brothers and Robert Joe Vandygriff. 


@ | attended the opening night of The Evening Star CM 
Club in Inverness recently. George Malcolm and the 
Duke Boys provided the music in the very comfortable 
venue, where the only criticism was the highly priced 
drinks. Unfortunately there was not a big attendance 
but this could change with the onset of the tourist 
season. 


@ On the Festival scene Inverness C & W. Club are 
receiving a healthy response to their two day Festival at 
the end of July ‘Yes definately’ is the answer to the 
numerous enquiries re Tony Best's appearance at the 
Inverness Festival, somewhere along the line Tony's 
name was missed out in the initial advertising, but rest 
assured he will be there. 


@ Allset to go ahead with their Annual Festival on the 
last Sunday of this month Keith C.M.C have booked 
Gerry Ford & Buzzard Creek, The Hillsiders, Harmony, 
The Duke Boys, The Rona Martin Band and Colin Grant 
Adams and Sarah Campbell. This month sees the 
Hillsiders touring the Highlands, also Spill the Beans 
and | believe Ann Breen and her band will be around in 
the early part of the month. As always | appreciate any 
news, views or comments (| was pleased to see in the 
May issue letter’s page that someone reads my 
column!!). 
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ULSTER REPORT 


@ Hawk Records were 

among the first company to 
revive the trend of releasing E.P. singles have a new 
tribute album, by John Greer due for release. This 
album fulfils a life long ambition for Greer who has been 
one of the late Jim Reeves’ greatest fans, ‘A Personal 
Tribute To Gentleman Jim Reeves’ contains twelve 
songs which Reeves himself recorded. Although one 
track ‘Love Is No Excuse For What We Are Doing’ is a 
duet featuring Greer and Nashville based singer 
Jennifer O'Brien (Billie Jo Spears was to have sung with 
John, but fell ill and was unable to sing, although she 
turned up at the recording studio and made the effort) 
but having heard a preview release single off the 
forthcoming album, Jennifer O’Brien and John Greer's 
voices blend to perfection. 


@ Jennifer is currently doing duets with Charlie Louvin 
of the Famous Louvin Bros., and considered to be an up 
coming Nashville Super-Star, (hearing her sing | would 
not be one to disagree). 


@ Another Wembley Festival is over, and | have finally 
realised an ambition to see Merle Haggard and the 
Strangers live, although they seemed to disappoint a 
few people, for me they could do no wrong, and among 
the bands who seemed to please the audience at the 
Best of British were Glasgow's Honest Sam and the 
Dealers. 


@ Onthe home front !sobel and Frank Jopson, who run 
the Silver Dollar C.M.C. in Hawick, tell me that the club is 
doing well but anyone holidaying in the area will be 
made most welcome if they dropped into the Farmer's 
Restonaclubnight. Incidentally | received a letter from 
Redcar based band, Shakedown Country who recently 
appeared at the Club and they would like to thank 
everyone for the fantastic hospitality given to them. 


@ Randy Erwin and the Ramblettes appeared at the 
venue in Edinburgh, hot from an appearance at the 
Wembley Festival, and received a terrific reception from 
a mainly young audience, for his 90 minutes of cowboy 
songs, yodels and rope tricks. 


@ When Jody Smith and the Blue Ridge Band opened 
their current UK tour at the Penville C.M.C.’s 
Countryside Inn, Roslin, the first spot featured Tom Lee 
on lead vocals, and what an excellent singer heis! Jody 
followed with a powerhouse mixture of self-penned 
songs and songs in the mould of Hank Jnr. and David 
Allen Coe. Altogether a very pleasing set which should 
guarantee Jody many return tours of this country. 


@ The New Texas Rangers C.M.C., which is now held 
in the Bilston Miners Club every second Sunday seems 
to be taking off well, with very good crowds for their first 
two shows which featured Country Flavour and Route 
65. 


@ Newcastle band ‘Rainbow Country’ made their first 
visit to the East of Scotland, to play the Burns C.M.C. in 


LOTHIAN/ BORDERS 


@ Recorded at three of Nashville’s top studios, the 
album is produced by Grand Ole Opry member. Billy 
Walker and features top Nashville session 

musicians. This project must have cost a packet, and 
Hawk M.D. Charlie Tosh informs me that he is greatly 
indebited to Mr. Trevor McClintock and Mr. lan Killen of 
‘Sullivans Country Still’ who partly sponsored this 
album. Itis appropriately pressed in blue vinyl. since it 
features amongst the session musicians Leo Jackson 
one of the original ‘Blue Boys’. although I'm told that’s 
not the reason! 


® Soni Tyrone has info’ed that his latest E.P. is selling 
very well and has entered the playlist charts at some of 
the Radio stations in the South and it rose to number 5 in 
the Big Mcharts... He also tells ‘the bookings are rolling 
in!’ so things are looking good for Soni Tyrone And The 
Stardusters. 


@ We also hear Susan McCann is heading off to 
Australia later this year, hope she meets with the same 
success as Foster and Allen had when they toured down 
under a few years aqo! 


@ Well, that’s it for this month, the address is as usual... 
Keep in touch! 


10 Kitchener Street 
Belfast BT12 6LE 


AY) BR 0222 240815 


Kennoway, Fife 
and although they played to a small 

audience they went down very well. They then went on 
to the Tucson C.M.C. in Edinburgh to receive a similar 
response. Other visitors to the Tucson Club in April 
were The Rogue Band (who I'm told were excellent), 
Dixie, Jolene and Barry and the Rona Martin Band. 


@ | received an excellent tape of self-penned songs 
from Glasgow based singer/songwriter Bill Stewart, 
entitled Scottish & Country. Bill would like to hear from 
anyone interested in publishing or recording his 
songs. He can be reached at 12 Strathview Terrace, 
Balfon By Glasgow, G63 OPS. 


@ Onmy return from Wembley Festival | heard the sad 
news that my friend Alan Marshall had died. Alanwillbe 
missed by country fraternity throughout Britain. For 
those of you who did not know Alan by name, if you have 
attended any of the Wembley Festivals or C.M.R.U. 
House Parties in recent years you must have met or 
seen Alan who incidentally was blind, trudging around 
the arena looking for interviews, accompanied by his 
faithful tape recorder and his devoted son Tony. 

Allour sympathies go out to his wife Susan, and sons 
Tony and Stevie. 
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INTERNATIONALLY 
RENOWNED RECORD CO 
WITH HITS IN THE U.S.A, 
JAPAN, AND ENGLAND 
1S NOW STARTING A NEW 


LABEL TO SPECIALISE IN 
COUNTRY AND WESTERN 
MUSIC 


IF YOU WRITE AND PERFORM 


A&R (DEPT CMRU), 
HEMINGBROUGH HALL, 
HEMIN SBROUGH, NORTH 
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SOLE UK AGENT 
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JOHN C KING 
THE COTTON MILL BOYS 
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COUNTRY ACT BY CMRU ILLUSTRATOR 
PETE COFFEY (size 10x8, suitable for 
framing). £4.99 each-incl. p&p. 
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES OR P.O's PAYABLE TO PETE COFFEY. 
der now from: 18 Woodstock Crescent, Woodley, 


Stockport, Cheshire SK6 1QS. 


ALSO AVAILABLE: LIVING LEGENDS COLLAGE, AS REPRODUCED IN CMRU.ON TOP 


QUALITY ART PAPER - SIZE 16x12 APPROX. £3.99 incl. p&p. 
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Send cheque/P.0. to Country Music Round Up. (Visor Offer). 
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: WHY NOT COME ALONG AND LEARN TO 

expended by this DANCE TOIT? “COUNTRY & WESTERN DANCING” Add 


to your enjoyment of country music. 
Join the Western Dance Apprecia- 
tion Society. Learn new dances. 
Make new friends. Help expand 
this fast growing society in your 
area. Contact Graham &Linda West, 
84 Syivandale, Welwyn Garden City, 
Herts AL7 2HT. 0707 339417. 
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Shirts, Hats, Boots, Belts and lots 
more. Ideal to start new Western 
Shop. Tel. 0724 330230. 
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ROSSINGTON LABOUR CLUB 
Gattison Lane. Rossington. 
Doncaster. S.Yorks. (Mondays). 


6 Pete Palmer Band. 13 Tennessee 
Moon. 20 Chuck layburn. 27 George 
Moody & The Country Squires. 


DIXIES C.M.C. (Fridays) 
Leisure Bowl (Formerly Jollees). 
Princess Suite. Longton. 
Stoke-On- Trent 

3 Johnny Carter & Hurricane Ridge. 
10 Carolina. 17 Mike Conlin Band. 
24 Kenny Johnson & Northwind. 


DOUBLE B C.M.C. 
Community Centre. Studley Green, 
Bucks. (Tuesdays) 


7 Hobo. 14 Nebraska. 21 Emerald. 
28 Devils Brew. 


OUTLAWS C.M.C. (Saturdays) 
Lanchester Social, Newbiggin Rd, 
Lanchester, Co. Durham. 


4 Kenny Johnson Band. 11 No Show. 
18 No Show. 25 Ken Harris & Station 
Break. 


HAZEL GROVE C.M.C. (Sundays) 
Reform Club. Napier Street. Hazel 
Grove. Stockport. Cheshire. 


5 John Lowndes Band. 12 Stroller. 
19 Dave McQueen & The Power Band. 
26 Colorado 7th Anniversary Show, 


BORDER PATROL C & W.C. 
c/o The Irish Club. Basildon Road, 
Laindon. Essex. (Fridays) 


3 Cherokee. 10 Julie Byrne C.B. 
17 Clancy. 24 Spelibound. 


HULL C.M.C. (Fridays) 
(Olivers), 2 Norfolk Street, Beveriey 
Road, Hull. 


3 Country Dawn. 10 Lindsey St. John 


Band. 17 John Aston. 24 Diamond Back. 


ABERDEEN C & W CLUB. 


Eagles Nightclub. 120 Union Street. 


Aberdeen. (Tuesdays) 


7 Ruby Rendall Band. 14 Colorado. 
21 Maggie & Tennessee Express. 
28 The Hillsiders. 


FIGHTING COCK 
Monteney Crescent. Ecclesfield. 
Sheffield. (Weds & Sats) 


1 Greg Hamilton. 4 D.C. Smith Duo. 

8 Freewheelin. 11 Ken James. 15 Carl 
Richmond. 18 Dusty Rhodes Duo. 

22 Russ Carlton. 25 Ken Barras. 

29 Hudson Klein. 


GATEFIELD SOCIAL CLUB 
Abbeydale Road. Sheffield 
(Fridays) 

3 Peter Kane. 10 Tennessee Moon. 
17 Tony Goodacre. 24 Russ Carlton. 
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™ An Introduction to 
MARLIN 


western wear 


MARLIN is now well established as a mail 
order and off-the-peg company and well 
known throughout the country for the 
very good service they give in an 
atmosphere of friendliness, and 


represents the best in Country wear. 
For Full Colour Catalogue, write to:- 
The Willows, Dodds Road, Attleborough, Norfolk, NR17 2HH Telephone: (0953) 45204¢ 


CHICHESTER C.M.C. 


Various Venues. 


3 Tony Goodacre & Sarah. 10 Mel Hague 
Band. 17 Honky Tonk Heroes. 25 Bill 
Conlon & Emerald. 


COLCHESTER C.M.C. 
Woods Leisure Centre. 
(1st & 3rd Thursdays) 


2 Les Close Band. 16 Stewart Brothers 
1st Chapter. 


H.L.C. C.M.C. 

Harrogate Leisure Centre, Beech 
Avenue, (Off Leeds Road), 
Harrogate. (1st Friday) 


3 Collier Dixon Line. 


HIGH LANE C.M.C. (Sats) 
High Lane Conservative Club, 
Buxton Road. High Lane. Stockport, 


4 Scots Country Comfort. 11 Nashville 
Fever. 18 Ken Harris & Station Break. 
25 Clovis. 


GO COUNTRY CLUB 
Glaxo Sports & Social Club, Harmire 
Road, Bamard Castle, Co. Durham. 


5 Randy Blue & Deep Water. 19 2nd 
Festival Of Country Music with 
Nashville Fever, Medicine Bow, Stu 
Page & Remuda, Duke Boys, Bob 
Newman & Carole Gordon, Prediction, 
Bob McKinlay Band, Gordie West, Art 
Marshall, The Nadens, Spill The Beans, 
Country Dawn, Stone Creek. 


BIDDS C.M.C. (Sats) 

Sutherland Rd, Longton, Stoke-On- 
Trent, Staffs. 

4 Campbells Country. 11 Phil Brady & 
The Ranchers. 18 Kelvin Henderson & 
His Band. 25 Billy Finnegan & 
Stagecoach. 


BORDER C.M.C. 
Black & Gold S.C. Shielfield Park. 
Tweedmouth, Berwick-On-Tweed 


14 Bob McKinlay and Redwing. 


INVERNESS C & W.C. 
The Park Suite, Inverness Ice 
Centre. (Tuesdays) 


7 George Malcolm plus The Duke Boys. 
14 Gambler. 21 The Hillsiders. 28 Spill 
The Beans. 


YORK C.M.C. (Thursdays) 

York City Arms Sports Club, Fawcett 
Street. York 

2 Country Dawn. 9 Predicition. 

16 Gordie West Duo. 23 West Virginia. 
30 Country Company. 


IPSWICH C & W.C. (Weds) 
Bridge Ward Conservative Club, 
Austin Street. Ipswich 


8 Ohio State. 15 Dave West & Denver 
Drive. 22 Smith ‘n’ Jones Four. 
29 Western Rodeo Band. 


WHITE HORSE C & W.C. 


Salt Coats. Ayshire 


10 Del Rio Dan 
24 Carmel & Kentucky. 


PONDEROSA C & W CLUB 
The Pinemine, Ipswich Street. 
Stowmarket. Suffolk. 

(Fridays) 

3 Memphis Short & Grand Canyon. 
10 The Foster Boys. 17 Shakedown 
Country Band. 24 Spill The Beans. 


CON'’S COUNTRY (Saturdays) 
Conservative Club. Kings Road. 
Immingham. Sth Humberside 


4 Quicksilver. 11 Hoppy Horton Duo. 
18 B.C. & Lainey. 25 Silver Threads. 


WILDWOOD SOUTH C.M.C. 
Millbrook School, Lower Brownhill 
Road. Maybush. Southampton 
(Saturdays) 

4Rogue Band. 11 Greta & The Stray 
Shots. 18 Rio. 25 Freddy Jameson & 
Convoy. 


LOFTUS CRICKET CLUB 
Whitby Road. Loftus. 
Saltburn-By-Sea. (Tuesdays) 


21 Keith Manifold. 


15 Shindig. 22 lona & Andy. 29 Pete 
Naden. 


CIRCLE W WESTERNERS 
Brewer & Baker, Upper Church Lane, 
Tipton, West Mids. (Sats) 


4 Kellys Heroes. 11 Stone Creek. 
18 Stu Page & Remuda. 25 Rio Grande. 


THE END OF THE TRAIL C.M.C. 
The Farmers Arms, Kempsey 
Common, Kempsey, Nr. Worcester. 


11 Eddie Blackstone plus ‘Jacqueline’. 
25 Country Company plus Slim Pickins. 


3 John Lowndes Band. 10 The Gin Band 
Ex Cotton Gin. 17 Dave Bryan Trio. 


24 Billy Finnegan & Stagecoach. 


TUCSON C.M.C. (Mondays) 
The Berry Suite. Abbey Lane. 
Edinburgh. 


6 Skin & Bones. 13 Scot's Country 
Comfort. 20 The Hillsiders. 27 Spill The 
Beans. 


SWANSEA C.M.C. (Wednesdays) 
Pines Country Club. Treboeth. 


1 Iona & Andy. 8 Bob Newman & Carol 
Gordon. 15 West Virginia. 22 West 'N 
Elliot. 29 Mick Collins Band. 

Resident Act ‘Frisco’. 


THE WELCOME €.M.C. (Weekly) 
Lancastrian Squash Club. East Bond 
Street. Leigh. Lancs. 


5 Scotts Country Comfort. 12 Georgia. 
19 T.B.A. 26 Tony Andrews & 
Raincheck. 


MUSTANG C.M.C. (Mondays) 
The Paddocks. Long Road, Canvey 
Island, Essex 


6 The Hillsiders. 13 The Foster Boys. 
20 Bill Conlon & Emerald. 27 Clancy. 


LAZYACRE C.M.C. 

S.H.A. Hospital Club. Racecourse 
Lane, Shrewsbury 

(Fortnightly & Specials) 


6 Gerry Ford plus Buzzard Creek plus 
Dave Curtis. 20 Spellbound plus Nicky 
James. 27 Wesley Parker (U.S.A.) plus 
Circuit Judge. Resident Host Tony Best. 


FORTWORTH C.M.C. 
Woking F.C.. Surrey 
(Fortnightly Fridays) 


10 Talahassie. 24 Western Rodeo. 


MORECAMBE RAIDERS 

C &WC.. Ranch House, Frontier 
Land. Morecambe. Lancs. 

3 Two Tees. 4 Kentucky Bourbon. 

10 Jackson Ford. 11 Royston Jones. 

17 Carbine. 18 Mid West. 24 Tony Ross. 
25 Virginians. 


STABLES C.M.C. (Alt. Sats) 
Bond End, Knaresborough, Nth 
Yorkshire. 

4 Jan Marks & Norman Russell. 
18 Silver Threads. 


ELGINC & W.C. (Fortnightly) 
St. Leonards Hotel, Duff Ave, Elgin. 


9 The Ruby Rendall Band. 23 The 
Hillsiders. 30 Spill The Beans. 


WELCOMEINN (Weekiy) 


Barber St, Hoyland, Bamsiey, 
S. Yorks. 


3T.B.A. 5 Gordie West. 10 Pete Jones 
Outfit. 12 Peter Kane. 17 John Lowndes 
Band. 19 Wayne Vincent Band. 24 Pete 
Jones Outfit. 30 T.B.A. 


GLASGOW’S GRAND OLE OPRY 
2/4 Govan Road, Paisley Road, Toll. 


3 Jack Easy. 4 Texas Moon. 5 Rodeo. 
10 Gambler. 11 Scots Country Comfort. 
12 Western Front. 17 Desperado. 

18 Duke Boys. 19 Hillsiders. 

24 Bakersfield. 25 Freeway. 

26 Nebraska. 


DOUBLE K C.M.C. 
Hotel Embassy. Dumfries. 
(Wednesdays) 


29 Spill The Beans plus Johnny Marks. 


CLUB SECRETARIES 


Are you selling Britain's 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 
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For details of 
special club rates 


i—ie- 


(0522) 41546 


BORDER BADLANDS 
C.M.C.. Auld Smiddy. Gretna Green. 


5 Bob McKinlay & Redwing. 


SOUTHERN STAR C & W.C. 
Europa Lounge, New Road. Ayr 
(Wednesdays) 

1 Bakersfield. 8 Gambler. 15 Vision 
Country. 22 Country Dawn. 29 Carol 
Silver. 


WILD WEST C.M.C. (ait. Sats) 
Compasses Hotel. Wigmore. Nr. 
Leominster, Herefordshire. 


3 Alan Williams. 17 Jim Reynolds. 


J.J. CLUB (Monthly) 
Yate Leisure Centre, Bristol. 
3 Dixie & Allon. 


TIMBERLINE C.M.C. 
Kings Arms, Crich, Derbyshire. 


2 Gordon Lemondine Duo. 


SUE TONY AND MAC 
SPILL THE BEANS 
>) —— 0724 783818 —— ©) 
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